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STATE OF ARKANSAS, ExsOUTVE Gel 
LITTLE Rock, January 8, 1877 
To the Members of the Senate, and House of Representatives of the 
General Assembly of the State of Arkansas : 

In weleoming you to the capital to legislate for the good. of 
‘the State, I congratulate you and the people you represent, on 
the quiet and peaceful condition of Arkansas, and the general 
good feeling now existing, and which has prevailed throughout 
her borders for the past two years. You have come direct from 
. the people to devise means to secure their welfare for the future. 
You have, in various ways, taken counsel of them as to the 
manner in which this is to be accomplished; and it is with great 


pride I undertake to contribute whatever I can to aid you in the ۰ ` 


performante of this high and very responsible duty. To this 
. end, I proceed to comply with that: section of the constitution, 
which requires the Governor to give, from time to time, to the 


General Assembly, information concerning the condition and. 


government of the State, and to recommend for their considera- 
tion such measures as he may deem expedient. 


۰ STATE-DEPARTMENT. ` 
The report of the Secretary of State will show you the business 


transacted in his office during the two past years. The incon- . 


veniences resulting from the delay in printing and distributing 
the laws referred to by him are fully explained in another part 
of this messagé touching the law as to public contracts ; and this 
is true also as to the preserving and repairing the capitol bdild- 
ings and grounds discussed by the Secretary. 

The necessity for enlarging the room for books in the State 
library is clearly presented by the Secretary, and I deem action 
on this matter important. 


را 


"The Secretary insists there should be some definite legislation 


in order to supply some of the missing volumes of the Arkansas 


Reports, and I agree with him in this. 

The Secretary calls attention to the importance of having a 
uniform system of poll books, abstracts and returns of elections, 
` and I recommend such a system be adopted by proper legislation. 
It seems that carelessness in the enrollment of acts has given 
. much trouble in the of&ce of Seeretary of State. Proper. steps 
should be taken to guard against this in future. | 

Necessarily there has been much work in this office, and the 
work is constantly on the increase. The complaint of the Secre- 
tary that the clerical force is not sufficient, I am of opinion is 
true. A large portion of the work in the office is called for and 
done in great hurry, and. at times the officers are crowded beyond 
their capacity to meet the demands. Some law could be enacted 
` authorizing the Secretary te employ special clerks, or clerks for 
certain purposes at a stipulated sum, and not increase the regular 
` force of the office, and this, I think, would be sufficient. 


OFFICES OF TREASURER AND AUDITOR. 


> F 
The reports of the "Treasurer and Auditor, covering. the two . 


years, from October 1, 1874, to and including September 30, 
1876, are laid before you, and your careful attention is invited to 
them. They are full and elaborate, and give complete details of 
the workings of ‘those offices during the time named. They are 
so minute it is necessary for me to do little more than refer to 
the recommendations they contain. 

From the Treasurer’s report, it appears there was in the 
‘Treasury on the 30th day of September, 1876, belonging to the 


different funds, as follows: 
i | GENERAL REVENUE FUND. 


State Serip..... 0860 کر‎ $697,012. 70 

; Auditor's Warrants... eee ৮৪৪১৯৪৪৬৬৪৫ ২৫৪৪৪ ووه و‎ bit রতি ...... 12, 069. 79 
| COMMON سو‎ FUND. 

See, 3, 902. 27‏ 28629849 دو یی هموي رر رر United States 525 nawa‏ 

AZL] 225,030.10‏ و و یو উইক ইউ‏ جوا و زناه فج دوس و هووپ او و وه وجدوډدووووه State Serip.... dr‏ 

PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND. 

সা States Currency. ..... هط‎ puéthéutevsvdest ډووږیع‎ ENS 65.15 

80,070.92 و و ۵ و ہووت conten‏ هو ې مج baeo ndeutóton‏ و و اه وم و State S eri‏ 

hd 181, 00: 


৯৪১৪৮০৭০৪ ০০৭৬০০০ .‏ ېبن رر ر ‏ ۰ رہ رر saves‏ سن رین State Bon‏ 
* 
* 
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SINEING FUND. 


United States Curreney................... nene rnt reeset 54,571.41 
State Scrip... ٗ٘م”"٭٘ممیسمس‎ wrens سه سم وم یممسم‎ 224,460.40 
State Bon S... ا ےر رر یں‎ হওক و‎ KA tRA.S n ووس‎ EST ELE "me اه‎ [ET 250,000.00 
Six per cent. State Funding Bonds... 4 
State Funding Bonds Coupons... nen ne 5944,69 
Six per cent, Certifientes,...................... سی ووس‎ 1,214.90 
Real Estate Bank Bonds... میم منم من‎ 21,000.00 
Real Estate Bank Bonds COUPONS, sss nana sce oran, 0 
Interest on Real Estate Bank Bonds... eos. 0 


State Bank Bonds...... DOT UTC ৫4 A هو عو‎ জকি নিক কটি هم و و‎ AAA 3,669.54 


State Bank Bonds Coupons... ۱ د ور او‎ "59426954499 করের یب‎ TRE 994294 94 fone 4,857.22 


Interest on State Bank Bonds Coupons... سس‎ — 1,191.68. 


~ oe 


TAX DUE COUNTIES. . 8 


United States Currency. দিন ৬৬৪৪ نیہ بی ورم و و و و جوا ردو‎ i 891.01 
State Serip...... PORE EE ووه دم ود ددوزهدء‎ etos" 1304899999 604992 E waww aY ........ 8,579.81 
County Serip............ sparon 2৬৪২৫৫889৮৫ ৪৭৭০০4 وا 9 4459854« وه وم‎ 5884 ns nating 8,190.36 


: COUNTY INTEREST FUND. 


United. States Currenoy....... TP ١ وم وا و ووی ره‎ va. ول‎ EHR OOF ریزو‎ HE m. 5,000.19 
Si SOLD ১০১০০ ১০৫ কত বক iA eue, ` 0,200.70 
County Sérip... 1 1 1 aa tto ووغه‎ inris kaii 15,955.97 
County Interest Certificates... وق‎ 1,809.76 


CITY INTEREST FUND, 


United States Currenoy.......- ৪৯৩৬৪৪4৩৪৫৬ ما و‎ nott ..... D. 7129.51 
State SOLID نہ ری ممدوه جس رر غو یہ 999ھ‎ ধারন ক নর 157.95 
City Indebtedness...... RHOKEH ieee و‎ q... b... ALKANES 9,901,82 


7 8,079.75 یا مم و زبر یور رر تن ری :3 رز ری ری 6 6 3 رر یں Railroad. Certificates..‏ 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT FUND. 


96 68 کی دو و رر ری زنر نی پر AAPA‏ اوه وم دم »AP‏ رر رک ڈرو S bass‏ 


Auditor's Wamp Land Warrants.,.... ۱۱ কিউট موههوبموه لبإقووة ووو‎ 500,00 
Levee Bond Conpons......... ৯৪৪৪৪ t-pótque 294 »#4+# VATE ویبجومو مرف 64# او‎ DOR جو و‎ 9,038,50 


093.82, ووفوویوتئننوء4و”وو” دوه کی ی سا NEVER vedendo‏ ده و و و و و و وا ورن چم وا و Le ee 0 Sint‏ 
` 


EXCESS FUND. 
State SOs ان .0 .. او و و او وم و و‎ o o... وه وه وا‎ ও তরি ....... 3$ 263.78 


TAX DUE CITIES FUND. E 


United States Currenoy...... او‎ de Ay EN Nédotans*quA€behateneéve —— MÀ 15.56 
State Serip......... زا هو و چیا‎ ৭১৮78 দত্তক 0...) و زا‎ ১৪০৫০৫৪ و و .....4.... و جوا اوخ‎ 188.68 


City Indebtedness.. ۱ ر رز ز هدس د و‎ qon... EMD من اه‎ ৪০৬৪৫৬৬১৫৪১ ক و او‎ BILAN 10026 H 


SALINE FUND. ` 
State Bert, vest ass ———— aq ease ansa ea lË 1,151.07 


ف : SEMINARY FUND.‏ 
082.64 ل uN O A UNS‏ 9ئ 5 وو رز ووي یووولانخې ریز و و یں 707 State ১০১11‏ 


SWAMP LAND FUND. 


United States Curreney.............................. یف‎ nter nnl 7.00 
Stato Serip و و و و و ری رڈ یزرو ڈیر‎ 9994259264 539599 oe 6495 AAA £892 9A AE ERAN OPUS 10,569.35 
Auditors Swamp Land Warrants... 69 
Swamp Land Berip........................... تس می‎ sume 1,909.41 
Reclamation Certificates یی یسب‎ ১৪5৪০ ٢٧٣ 130.00 
Holding Certitieates......... و وه و ومن زور وزومو‎  ڑ‎ ২৯৬৩১৩৪৯৪৬৫ ২৪৮৬৪৬৪৬৪৪৩ 80.00 


. LEVEE FUND. 


و 
2৮504452245 USE. | 205.47‏ ها State Serip...... s...‏ 


Levee Bond COUPONS... urs ۷ وه دوه وم ۷ و‎ asa q Vovttbuty فو‎ bawa bevees هب وه‎ ۰ ۰ ۳ 641.79 
h 
E l 
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negotiate a loan to: pay the expenses of the State Government ` 
for the year ending July 1, 1876. After considerable negotia- 
tion, the Board contracted aloan from Messrs. Latham, Alexander 
& Co., of New York, representing themselves and others, of 
$250,000. By the terms of this loan the notes of the State were 
. discounted from September 30, 187 5; at the rate of ten per centum 
per annum, the total interest being $18,750. The money was 
_paid to the Treasurer on his drafts in quarterly instalments, and. 
the interest was deducted from the first payment, To secure the 
‘payment of the loan, the Board pledged 500 six per cent. State 
bonds to the lenders, and agreed to pay the interest thereon to 
July 1, 1876, this interest to be placed to the credit of the State 
on the loan, and to be deducted from, the amount of the debt to 
be paid at the end of the year. 


The Board also, under the authority given by the General 
Assembly, appointed Messrs. Latham, Alexander & Co. financial 
agents of the State ; but no compensation was fixed, as the Board 
had no power to fix any compensation. The: terms of this loan 
were fully complied with by both parties; the loan was repaid 
at maturity, and the notes of the State were taken up and can- 
celled. The Board then negotiated another loan with said Lat- 
ham, Alexander & Co., for a like sum as that of the former loan, 
for the purpose of paying the expenses of the State Government 
for the year ending July 1, 1877. The terms of this loan differ 
from those of the former loan, and are more favorable to the 
State. The rate of interest is reduced. to eight per centum per 
annum, the money to be drawn quarterly on the first days of 
July and October, 1876, and the first days of January and April, 
1877. For the amount of this loan the Board executed six notes 
` of the State, payable June 30, 1877, at the office of the lenders 
in New York, and pledged the same bonds that were pledged for 
the former loan, but did not pay any interest on them as in ease 
- of the former loan. No commissions were pu to any one for 
these loans, or gither of them. 


` The Board of Finance has caused a statement to be made of the 
State debt, from which it appears that it amounts, with interest 


[9] | 
to September 30, 1876, to $17,620,362. This includes the whole 


nominal debt. For the different items and details of the debt . 


the Board refer to the tabulated. statement appended t to the 
Auditor's report, - 

The Board i had an extensive correspondence with persons 
holding evidences of the State's indebtedness with a view to 
ascertain what could be done towards making such a settlement 
of it as would be fair and just and within the ability of the 
State to meet, While in a general way the holders of the paper 


of the State have expressed a désire to settle the debt on such - 


terms as might be equitable, and within the probable resources 
of the State, there has not been, as far as the Board has been ad- 
vised, any such concert of action among the creditors of the 
State as could result in any definite offer. The creditors have 
delayed any such step, saying that on aecount of the embarrass- 
ments growing out of the outstanding floating debt of the State, 
they did not find that the State could at present assume the pay- 
ment of the interest on any new bonds which might be issued on 
the basis of such a settlement, They therefore express them- 
selves as preferring to let the matter stand until the ability and. 
resources of the State can be more clearly ascertained. 


The present amount of the outstanding Treasurer’s warrants is 


about $1,400,000. The amount of, such warrants paid into the 


State Treasury from other sources than that of direct taxation is ` 


$154,321.47. This sum includes all payments made into the 
Treasury from the first j in 1874 up to the close of the 
third quarter in 1876. 

Two hundred and forty thousand dollars of Treasurer’s 
warrants have been funded in the six per cent. bonds of the 
State. . ٩ 

For further details concerning the finances of the State, reference 
is made to the Auditor’s and Treasurer’s reports. 

From the estimates that have been made, it will appear that it 
will require the taxes of between two and three more years to 
retire all the outstanding Treasurer’s warrants, provided that the 
present rate of taxation is continued, and that no further issue of 
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said warrants is made. It is the deliberate opinion of the mem- 
bers of the Board that it will be better for the State to continue 
the policy that has been pursued since its. organization, of bor- 
rowing money to pay current expenses until all the outstanding 
Treasurer’s warrants are taken up and cancelled, rather than to 
renew the system of issuing more warrants, and thus bringing 
about a further and constantly increasing depreciation of such 
paper. The result, of that depreciation would be, that our public 
institutions of charity would perish for want of support ; official 
salaries would be reduced so low that good men of fair abilities 
would be compelled to decline the publie service, and the State 
would have to pay enhanced prices for everything purchased by 
it. In the end the State would have to adopt, under augmented 
difficulties, the same policy which is now being successfully acted ` 
upon; or otherwise the State Government would became so 

clogged with irredeemable and uncurrent paper as to. render all 
its operations difficult if not hopelessly impracticable. The 
Board has every reason to believe that the six per cent. bonds of 
` the State could be disposed of at as much as seventy-five cents 
on the dollar ; but it may easily be shown that such a method of- 
_ raising money is far less economical to the State than that of 
yearly loans at a rate of interest even. much higher than that 
paid for the loan negotiated in 1875. There will be no necessity ` ` 
for continuing these loans beyond ‘the term of the next two 
years ; and at the end of that time it will certainly be a satisfac- 
tion to the people of the State to reflect, that amidst all the diffi- 
culties of the situation caused by a reckless issue of bonds-and 
Treasury warrants, the permanent debt of the State has not 
been increased. | f ۱ 


An unusual item in the expenses of the last year was the 
amount appropriated for the Centennial Exhibition at Philadel- ' 
phia; and a like item for the present year exists in the appropri- 
ation for additions made in the buildings and Wan of g Peni- 

tentiary. i 


By reference to the Auditor's report it will be seen that a very 
considerable amount of the expenses of the State Government is 
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5 up of sums allowed to: the Deaf Mute and Blind Asylums 
‘and-to the University at Fayetteville. These are institutions that. 
are supported or fostered by the State, and are deemed to be of such - 
importance and: necessity as to justify SS publie aid thatis given 


to them. 
It is not perceived how the present expense of the State Gov- 


ernment could be materially diminished consistently with the 

public interest. Official salaries are low, and all the ordinary: 
items of expense have been reduced by law to such limits as are 

in accordance with maxims of economy suggested by financial. 
embarrassment. It is only by the uniform practice of the strict- 

est frugality in public expenditures that the State can be speedily ` 
extricated from the difficulties under which ۶ now labors, The 

meeting of the Legislature in alternate years will extend the ex- 

penses of the State beyond the sum of two hundred and fifty 

' thousand dollars ; and for these alternate years we would suggest 

the propriety of a grant of power to the Board of Finance to 

borrow the’ sum of three hundred thousand dollars until the 

Treasurer’s warrants now outstanding shall have been retired, 

. This sum will be met without any increase of the present rate of 
taxation, aud will be necessary in order to prevent a recurrence 

to the policy of issuing additional quantities of such warrants. 

In regard to the settlement of the mass of the debt of the 
State, the Board, after the most thorough consideration that they 
have been competent to give to the subject, are of the opinion 
that no final action should be taken at this time. It admits of a 
' mathematical demonstration that the State is not in a condition 
to pay the interest on the nominal outstanding debt; and no cred- 
itor, as far as the Board is advised, entertains any opinion differ- 
ent from that which is here expressed. As to what offer they 
will finally make is unknown even to themselves, from the wànt 
of due deliberation, and such consultation.as could result in any 
concerted and definite offer. It is known that the legality of 
many of the bonds.of the State admits of grave question; and 
bonds of the classes affected by this consideration have fallen on 
the market, and are now selling at prices far below the other. 
bonds which labor under no such imputation. | 
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The Board has felt itself precluded from expressing any de- 
cided opinion on the subject of the validity of these bonds. The 
constitution contemplates the payment of the just debts of the 
State, but fails to provide any tribunal to decide what debts are 
just and what are not; nor has it prescribed any oriterion by 
which these two classes of debts may be distinguished. 


Cases may be conceived i in which bonds would be so wholly 
destitute of all legality and merit as to amount to no more than 
waste paper. Other cases may be conceived where bonds might ' 
be technically invalid, and where the State would still be bound . 
_ in justice and fair dealing to pay to the holders of such bonds 
the equivalent of any benefit actually purchased by the State 
with them. In any event the State must always be the final ar- 
biter in the matter; and as no inferior tribuual can decide in the 
premises, the duty of making,any final adjudication must devolve 
on the Legislature às the supreme power of the State. 


As the subject must then come before a body that cannot claim ` 
. to be wholly impartial, we would recommend such an investiga- 
tion as should fitly stand'in the place of a judicial inquiry, so 
that no ofie could say that he had been condemned unheard, in 
defiance of the principles of natural justice. We are convinced 
that by proceeding with circumspection and giviagto the holders 
of the bonds of the State an opportunity of perceiving the whole ٠ 
. situation, in all its details of calamity and hardship; by evincing 
a frank, fair and manly purpose in every step, the publie debt 
can be more ‘satisfactorily settled for the people of the State, and | 
the honor of the. State more perfectly sustained, than by any ` 
hasty expedient which might suggest that the State precluded in- 
quiry because it might be productive of unfavorable results in 
some moral point of view. i 
Senator Pindall introduced in the Senate at the last session. of 
that body, a resolution looking to a correspondence and confer- 
ence with persons claiming to be holders of the State bonds, and 
to a complete investigation of questions of legality and justice 
pertaining to them, which seems to. the Board to be founded in 
the utmost prudence, and to be pervaded by that regard for the 
i : e ۱ 


[18] 

permanent welfare of the State which should characterize all the 
legislation on this important topic. In one respect, however, we 
beg leave to express a doubt as to its propriety in a mere matter 
of detail. That regolution contemplates the raising of a commit- 
tee of members of the General. Assembly to do the work in ques- 
tion, without abolishing the Board of Finance. For the orderly 
sequence of the business transacted by this Board during the last. 
two years, we would suggest that it would be better that its rec- ' 
ords be continued in an unbroken order until such time a8 the 
whole matter may be satisfactorily-adjusted, or further action 
may become unnecessary. This will involve less expense and 
will have the advantage of preserving an intelligible and coherent 
history of every step that is taken. We do not see but that the 
whole power may be vested in.a Board of Finance as an addition 
to its present functions, . We think this preferable, as frequent 
changes of policy almost certainly lead to confusion, Of course 
the constitution of the Board of Finance is wholly within legis- 
lative control, and its members may ` be changed as often as to the 
Legislature it may seem well or advisable to make a change ; but 
the identity ef the Board can be preserved, whatever changes 
may be made in its constituent members, 


We feel the more free to make these recommendations as the 
present terms of the members of the Board are on the eve of 
expiring, and the Legislature will be-called on at an early day to - 
elect members to fill their places. 


` The same circumstance enables the members of the Board to 
speak with equal freedom of another matter connected with the 
public interest, and the position of their successors on the Board. 
Atthe time the Board was organized, no salary was provided as 
a compensation for the duties to be performed, The Governor 
was a salaried officer, and his duties as President of the Board 
were properly considered as adjuncts to his other official duties. 
The other members consented to serve during two years without 
reward or the hope thereof. The condition of theState demanded 
that her citizens should make some sacrifices on her behalf, and 
doubtless many others made greater sacrifices. . No particular 


شس 
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eredit is therefore claimed: on this account; or if it were claimed 
it would be in favor of one who is beyond the reach of human 


gratitude, upon . whom as Secretary of the Board a heavy addition 

of labor devolved. But the experience of two years has imparted 
to the members of the Board the knowledge that its duties are . 
weighty and responsible, requiring an outlay of time and labor 
that will interfere with ordinary pursuits in life. Under all the 
circumstances we cannot but think it right and proper that some 
compensation should be allowed to such persons as may héreafter 
be chosen to continue the wark already begun. 


In transmitting that work to their hands, we cannot refrain 
from saying that we feel hopeful of thé general result. . The set- 


tlement of the State debt on some proper and satisfactory terms 
_is a matter of the utmost importance to the State. The phantom of 


a vast debt, of uncertain amount, under which the State labors 
hopelessly, doubtless has the effect to check immigration, and to 
impair the progress of the State both materially and morally ; but 
with ordinary prudence we think that it may be effectually dis- 
pelled in a reasonable time. “The history of other states shows 


that similar difficulties have been successfully’ encountered and 


overcome.., We may safely say that under all the circumstances 
surrounding our financial condition, we have the sympathy and 
the best wishes of all persons whose good opinion would be an 
object to be desired. 


With the undeveloped resources of our 0 and the advan- : 
tages of free government,we cannot doubt but that i in a few years 
her finances will be in a satisfactory condition, and that no stain 
will rest on her. honor. 


On the 10th day of December, 1875, the Senate referred a 
claim of Alvin Eubanks and B. M. Gramling to the Finance 
Board. No papers or evidence of any kind as to the claim has 
been brought to the notice of the Board. It appears that the 
General Assembly. passed an act entitled “An act for the relief of 
Alvin Eubanks and B. M. Gramling, of Green county,” which 
was approved March 21, 1867. This act appropriated the sum 
of $2,000 to the persons above named, out of any money in the `. 
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Treasury belonging to the Swamp Land Fund of. the J ackson- 
port District, not otherwise appropriated, in payment of work in 
ditching and draining certain lands. This appropriation was 
repealed by a general act repealing former appropriations, passed 
in 1868. See acts 1868 ; first session, p. 228. 


The Board has caused a search to be made in the-various State 
offices for papers relating to the claim, but have not sueceeded.in 
finding anything that would throw any light on the subject. - 
Under these circumstances the Board beg leave to report back’ . 
the matter thus referred without any action. ` 


We eannot conclude without mentioning with most unfeigned. 
sorrow the death of our late colleague, Col. Gordon N. Peay, 
who departed this life at his residence in this’ city on the 14th 
day of December last. To the finest business capacity he added 
an integrity that was ahove all thought of suspicion, and a kind- 
ness of spirit that made it a pleasure to be associated with him ` 
in the discharge of any duty. As he was eminently devoted, to 
all the concerns of public interest, his loss is deservedly deplored 
as a publie misfortuxie. | 
Respectfully, 

A. H. GARLAND, Governor, 
U. M. Ross. | , 


* 


OFFIOR OF ATTORNEY GENERAL, 


The report of the Attorney Gener al presents and discusses 
many interesting topics. It is.a complete exhibit of what has 
been done in that office since the beginning of this administra- 
tion. The labor performed has been onerous and exacting. 
Much useful information is, contained in the report, touching 
matters in litigation between the State and other. parties in the. 
different courts. From it you will see the suit against Stoddards | 
and others for the recovery of money belonging to the State,’ 
alleged to have been on deposit at the Stoddard bank, is still 
undetermined, but is being pressed as speedily as possible to a 
conclusion. Suits have also been brought against R. C. Newton 
and the sureties on his bond as Treasurer, and against Henry 
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Page and his suroties—Page being the predecessor of Newton ` 


as Treasurer. The Attorney General not being satisfied that 
this money could be realized by the suit against Stoddards, and 


not being satisfied that Page was not liable for the same, has 


deemed it his duty to bring these several suits, in order that the 


State.may have every assurance of protection. The situation. of 
‘these suits is fully explained by the Attorney General I am. 


satisfied as early a conclusion will be reached as can be. So far 


` as the suits against Newton and his sureties are. concerned, there 


will -bé no delay in bringing them to-a close. And I repeat 


what I said in my message to the adjourned session i in November, 


1875, that when it is ascertained what amount is legally due 
from Newton, it will be paid. The circumstances of this trans- 


action, as set forth by the Attorney General, show that without |. 


these several suits, and the steps takén in the premises, there 
could not be any ascertainment of the amount legally due on the 
bond of N ewton. 

Paying special County and Circuit J udges, referred to. by the 


Attorney General, deserves attention, and I think evidence of 
services rendered similar to that of special Supreme J udges 


should be required, 


I approve the recommendation. of the Attorney General, that 
County Treasurers should be required to give bonds sufficient to 


save the amounts of revenue received by-them. The amount of 
the bond as now required by law (Gantt's Dig., sec. 1028) affords 


little or no protection to many of the counties of the State. 
The recommendation as to making certain the fees of particu- 


lar officers and employes, deserves consideration. Some of the 


parties referred to are paid only by? means of a very liberal eon- 
struetion of the law, and others are not "paid at all. Provision 
for the payment of all of them named. by the Attorney General, 
should be made so as to leave no room for doubt. 


` The power of filling vacancies in certain offices (clerks, sheriffs, 
etc.,) temporarily, until appointments or electiotis can be had, is. 


` a matter that should be provided for as suggested by the 8 2 


General, ` 
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LANDED INTERESTS OF THE STATE. 


The report of the Commissioner of State Lands accompanying 
this message is comprehensive in giving the condition of the State 


` lands in detail, and showing by classes what the State owns, It 


goes back for several years and furnishes information not before 
given to the publie; and this information is greatly needed, not 
only by the citizens proper, but by those called tó make laws for 


them. I propose to notice only the suggestions made by the 


Commissioner in regard to laws deemed by him necessary: for 
the more effectual working of his department. 

I do not concur in his recommendation as to selling school 
` lands for cash. The school fund is a credit fund and the interest 
‘ alone can be used. The sales on credit, with interest regularly 
paid, make a good investment for school purposes. Besides this, 
the eredit system causes sales frequently, when, if offered for 
cash, the lands could not be sold. If the trouble is in collecting 
the interest it should be seen to that the law is strictly enforced 
and payment promptly compelled. ۱ 

The suggestion as to the clerks of the counties being required 
‘to investigate the condition of the school lands, whether occupied, 
and by whom, ete., and to report to the Commissioner, is a proper 
one, and I hope m Legislature will impose this duty upon the 
clerks with a fair compensation for their services. 


The recommendation that the sheriffs report all sales of school 


lands made by them to the Auditor, that they may be charged with 
the amount of such sales should be adopted. The reasons given by 
the Commissioner in support of this I regard as being sufficient. 

The law in relation to the publication of lists of forfeited lands 
should be so changed as to require that, in addition to the list 


now provided for by law, a complete list be published in a news- ` 


. paper at the capital. This will certainly afford more protection 


to parties interested, and it will give a better opportunity fo 


persons who might wish to purchase such lands, to be informed. 
I ani not prepared to endorse the recommendation as to the 
sale of Real Estate Bank lands, under the act of December 15, 


1875, for cash. The sale of these lands is facilitated by being 
A . 
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on credit; and the interest being promptly paid goes so far to 
set off the interest the State may owe upon any debt of hers 
growing out of or connected with the Real Estate Bank. 

I think the law should be so amended as to allow the appraisers | 
of these Real Estate Bank lands compensation for their services. 
_ It has been, with difficulty, appraisers could be found to act, 
` because there was ho pay provided for their work. It must have 
been an oversight in framing the law at first. And it would 
greatly simplify the work of the office and reduce expenses, to 
do.away with the Governor’s proclamation, now required by 
section 3946, Gantt’s Digest, and leave it to the Commissioner to 
make the proclamation, and let him make deeds for such lands, 
as he now does for other lands under act of December 13, 1875. 


By act approved December 14, 1875, the Commissioner of 
State Lands was empowered to appoint an agent to procure proof 
of prior selection by the State of swamp lands afterwards dis- 
posed of by the United States, and to make final séttlement 
thereof between the State and the United States. In his report 
the Commissioner gives reasons why this act has not been en- 
forced, and he exhibits a bill which he deems essential in this 
connection, introduced in Congress, and which, he has hopes, will 
become a law. In this event there will be no further obstacle in 
the way of complying with the law of the General Assembly re- 
ferred to. To hasten this, I would advise the adoption of a me- 
morial to Congress urging the passage of such a law. 


In this connection the Commissioner advises provision be made 
by the Legislature for the employment of an attorney at Wash- 
ington City to look after the various landed interests of the State 
in the departments of the General Government, and to expedite 

. settlement of all these matters. This I regard, in the present 
attitude of these interests at Washington City, a necessity, and I 
respectfully ask such a course be pursued. 

By act of March 5, 1875, provision: was made for refunding 
any moneys, or funds of any description whatever, erroneously 
paid into the State Treasury, but the act requires the repayment 
to be made in the same description of funds received in the 
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Treasury. The Commissioner makes mention of payments of 
this character in Levee Bonds and in Swamp Land Scrip, but 
there is no law now for the issuing of either of these, and he ad- ` 
vises in all such cases certificates be issued by the Treasurer, 
which shall be receivable in payment of State lands, subject to. 
purchase; and this I regard as fair and just, and recommend * 
the act be so amended. S 


The recommendation of the Cu مر‎ that it should be 
made penal to cut timber on any of the lands belonging to the 
State is highly proper, and I think it would be well to pass a 
comprehensive and. stringent law upon this subject. ` 


'The Commissioner devotes much of his report to the consider- 
ation' of the subjeet of immigration. His views as to the utility 
and necessity of some positive action in this direction meet with 

my most hearty approval. I brought this matter before the last 
Legislature at both sessions, but in the crippled condition of the 
- State, it was deemed best then to take no steps. I believe now 
she is able to move energetically in this cause. Whether a 
bureau for this purpose shall be organized in connection. with an 
. agricultural, mining and manufacturing bureau as contemplated 
in Article 10 of the Constitution, as heretofore suggested by: me, 
or whether it shall be an adjunct to the Land Office, 1 submit to 
your judgment. 

So deeply impressed have I been as to the necessity of moving 
in the cause of immigration, that when appointed a Commissioner 
at the Exposition held in New Orleans in February last, I sug- ` 
gested the calling of a convention of the states of the Mississippi 
valley to meet at New Orleans, at the close of the Exposition, to 
consider this subject. This suggestion was adopted and a con- 
vention called for March 1, 1876, and it was largely attended by 
the following states, through representatives appointed, viz.: . 
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Kentucky, Iowa, 
Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Mississippi, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, Ohio, Tennessee, Texas and Wisconsin. The meeting 
continued for several days, and deliberated upon many subjects 
of deep interest. I have not yet received an authentic copy 
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_ of the proceedings, which I would be pleased to lay before you. 

Among other things done by the convention a committee of three 
was appointed to draw up and present to the Legislatures of the 
states represented an address covering, as far as possible, the ' 
main points or topics considered by the convention, This com- 
mitteé consisted of Charles Anderson, of Kentucky ; John H. 
Kennard, of Louisiana, and myself. The address has been pre- 
pared and published, and copies forwarded to the proper officials 
of the states making up the convention, and a copy sent to each 
member of the present General Assembly of Arkansas. It is 
hoped that address will furnish some hints that will lead to the 
adoption of a plan that will secure the desired end; but should 
no co-operative legislation be had, I hope the address will give 
some light by which our State for herself can do something of a 
substantial character in this behalf. | 


Attention is also called by the Commissioner to the require- 
ment contained in section 10, of act of March 5th, 1875, 
amending the revenue laws of the State, and he sets forth that, 
either the Assessors have not madê returns of lands to the Clerks, 
or the Clerks have not reported to him, as provided in that sec- 
tion. In order to keep pace with the advancement of the State, 
I regard a compliance with this law as essential, We are 
almost without any bureau of statistics, or means of knowing. 
what progress the State is making in material development. 
Almost daily enquiries on these points are made at the State 
offices, and very often unsatisfactory answers are given, I have 
been convinced for some time past that some steps should be 
taken to have prompt returns at least yearly of matters of this 
kind to some State office; and in February, 1875, I drafted a 
circular letter to the Clerks and Sheriffs of the different counties 
` calling upon them to collect and furnish information on various 
points touching the progress of the State. A copy of this letter 
was forwarded to each Clerk and Sheriff: it is as follows: 


“DEAR SIRS: Lam very desirous of keeping pace with the pro- 
gress of the different counties in the State, and. to have as nearly as 
I may be able to do so, information as to ur to bé referred to 
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from time to time, as occasion may require. I would be glad, 
therefore, if you would, in concert, from all sources you can, 
- ascertain and note, and report to me: এ 

“1. The population of your county when you came into office ; 
what number of acres of land were in cultivation, and what 
‘ produce grown; and at the end of the first year of your term, 
note these same points and report, so as to show what progress 
`` may have'been made in that time. 

* 2. Also, as far as you can, the number of hands actually at 
labor at these two periods. 


. “3. Let the investigation and report cover the increase in 
schools, churches, workshops, manufactories, ete., etc., not only 
as to number, but.amount of capital invested. Be specific as to 
dates and localities. In fact, any item bearing upon the devel- 
` opment of the resources of your county will be valuable. 


“ This, is intended to be kept up from ag to year, as a per- 
‘manent arrangement. 

“The importance of this wäll be manifest to you, and I hope 
you will give your prompt and earnest SS in furnishing me 
with the information." 

In response-to this I received during the year 1875 some half- 
dozen reports, but I have‘received none for 1876. This work of 
course was voluntary on the part of the Clerks and Sheriffs. I 
think it. would be advisable to inaugurate a system of this kind, 
and make it a part of the duty of the Assessors and Clerks, or 
Sheriffs and Clerks, with reasonable compensation, requiring an 
annual report, under oath, to the Commissioner of Lands, or to 
some other department of the State government. | 


EDUCATION-—SCHOOLS, ETC. 


The report of the Superintendent of Publie Instruction, who 
was elected under and in pursuance of an aet of the General 
Assembly, approved December Tth, 1875, entitled “An Act to 
maintain a system of Free Common Schools for the State of 
Arkansas)! is herewith submitted. It gives a history of the 
school system from his induction into office, and recites the great 
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difficulties that have been, and are to some extent now surround- 
ing the enterprise. From all the facts the Superintendent has 
strong hope of the success of the “cause. The tabular state- 


ments accompanying the report, showing the number of schools, - 


teachers, pupils, ete., in the different counties, .will give some 
idea of the progress being made, though -there are some fifteen 
counties from which no reports have'been received. The school 
law just referred to, is considered by the Superintendent, in the 


main as efficient as can be made at present. He recommends ` 
some alterations touching the practical workings of the local ` 
departments, which deserve attention. It is, in all probability, . 


best, not to change the law materially yet, as it has been in ope- 
ration scarcely more than one year, and I hear of no complaints 
. against it, unless in matters of minor or secondary importance. 
After all, as is clearly shown by the Superintendent, the chief, 
if not the only, difficulty in the way of success, is the financial 
condition of the State, which, as we all know, retards progress 
nob only in the matter of free common schools, but also m all 
the branches and business of the government. But as will be 
seen in the report of the Board of Finance, there is every reason 
to believe that another two years will find this difficulty removed. 
The Superintendent has worked zealously and faithfully, and the 
results of his labors are being seen and -felt.- I heartily join 
with him in his advocacy of a maintainence of this system, to 
ihe support of which Article 19, of the Constitution, commits 
the State so broadly and unequivocally. The views I entertained 
and expressed on this subject, in the canvass of 1874, for elec- 
tion to the office I now hold, have not been weakened in the 
least, but all subsequent reflection on the question bas strength- 
ened me in them, and I ardently hope the Legislature will exert 
itself in every possible way to aid, foster, and build up perma- 
nently “A general, suitable and efficient system of free schools.” 


ARKANSAS INDUSTRIAL UNIVERSITY. 


Six gentlemen were appointed by me last spring a Board of 
Visitors to this Institution. A portion of them attended the 
Annual Commencement in June last, and examined closely into 
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the management and control of the School, and returned to me 
و‎ report, which I lay before you. The hopeful view taken of 
- this School by the Visitors, is entertained, I believe, by all who 
have made any investigation of its condition, ànd I am sure the 
Legislature eoneurs with me in the opinion that everything 
should be done that can be, to maintain this College, and make 
it an institution to which the citizens of the State, and. others 
interested in her welfare, can point with just pride. The Fourth 
Report and Catalogue, printed during the last summer, shows 
the School to be flourishing, and overcoming serious difficulties 
with signal success. In laying a copy of that report before you, 
attention is called to the report therein eontained of Prof. J. C. 
Corbin, as to the Branch Normal College at Pine Bluff, estab- 
lished during the past two years. That undertaking, for the 
direct benefit of the colored population of the State, promises tc 
accomplish its objects, and I doubt not will do so, if it meets 
with the aid and encouragement it merits. | 
The report of the Visitors indicates what. sums are deemed 
by them necessary for the support of the Industrial University. 
In addition to this, I submit a copy of a resolution of the Board 
of Trustees of December 15th, 1876, requesting certain appro- 
priations be made, which I think are سي‎ and should be - 
allowed. 


It has been suggested to me, by persons who have given the 
subject much attention, that it would be well to change the law 
as to beneficiaries, so that when persons appointed from a county 
did not attend within the time allowed, the places might be filled 
by persons from other counties. I see no objection to this, and 
it might be done by allowing to the Trustees a certain number 
of appointments, to be made only on a contingency of this 
kind. As it is desirable to have as many students at the School 
as can be accommodated, a change in the law in this respect 
` would work favorably. 0 


ST. JOHNS’ COLLEGE. 


A committee representing the Board of Trustees of this College 
has sent to me a communication to be laid before you. ' This 
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communication contains two 00 for aid from the State 
to that College. 
' The first is to organize a normal department in the school, 


upon. the State giving the College $2,000 per-year, to begin'on ` 


October 1, 1877; and for this the Trustees will admit, free of 
charge, fifty students to be appointed as the Legislature by law 
may provide, for the purpose of preparing them for practical 
teaching. 

The second proposition is, for the State to appropriate $2,000 


| for one year to begin October 1, 1877, and $1,500 for each suc- ` 


ceeding year, to be used in establishing an analytical and assay 
laboratory in connection with the department or chair of chemis- 
try, mineralogy, mining, geology, etc., to aid in paying the salary 
. of the professor in this branch, and for this money this depart- 


ment is to be free to all students who wish to attend the course of | 
instruction therein, and the State may have the use of the labora- | 
tory and other appliances as she desires, as weil a as of all investi- . 


gations and reports made. 

Upon full consideration I am of opinion the second proposition 
should be accepted. This would, in great measure, dispense with 
the necessity of creating a separate geological department for the 
State, and it would be, to some extent, beginning the agricul- 
tural, mining and manufacturing bureau, the creation of which 
is contemplated ‘by article 10 of the Constitution. As before 
stated, I have urged the organization of this bureau, and now I 
believe this proposition offers a solution of that question, at least 
as far as is practicable at present. The two propositions are 
` entitled to the fullest consideration. ki | 


BLIND INSTITUTE. 


The reports of the trustees and superintendent of this institu- 
tion are presented for investigation, They show the progress of 
that scheol for the past two years. The Blind Institute has had 


its full share of trials and difficulties to contend against; but it ` 


is with pleasure I am able to announce it has succeeded, and is 
now doing good work upon a solid foundation. The several 
appropriations asked for in these reports, amounting, in the 
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aggregate to $7,000 per year, a deficit of $1,116 to pay salaries 
to the last of December, 1876, and $230 for current expenses 
for each pupil per year, are not unreasonable, and I think should 
be allowed in order to secure a proper support of an institution 
for the blind as contemplated by the Constitution. 


DEAF MUTE INSTITUTE. 


The reports of the trustees and of the principal of this school 
are also laid before you. Notwithstanding its suspension a short 
٠ time since, this institution is now in successful operation with 
every promise of future permanency. It met with a severe loss 
in the death of Prof. Caruthers; who was a most competent and 
efficient principal. The support of an institution of this character 
by the State is obligatory under the Constitution, and to secure 
this for the time named, I think the appropriations asked for, 
viz: $6,000 ‘per year to pay salaries and contingent expenses, _ 
and $180 per year for expenses of each pupil, are reasonable and 
‘should be allowed: - ۱ 

LUNATIC ASYLUM. 


The same section of the Constitution that requires the General 
Assembly to provide for the support of institutions for the 
education of the deaf and dumb and of the blind, imposes also 
the duty of providing for the treatment of the insane. By aot 
of April 19, 1873, provision was made for the building of an 
asylum. for the insane, and an appropriation of $50,000 for that 
purpose was made. I submit the report of Dr. Hooper, the 
President of the Board of Trustees under that act. The report. 
shows what steps have been taken to secure the “objects of that 
law. It appears that out of this appropriation, which was in 
scrip, suitable grounds have been purchased, some work done 
upon them and plans for building have been obtained, and there 
is unexpended of the appropriation about $29,000. From forty- 
six counties the Trustees have received statements which show 
one hundred and sixty persons eoming within that class, and 
they estimate for the entire State two hundred. I have 
received many letters within the past two years, asking what 
.. provision there was for the keeping and protecting of this 
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unfortunate class of persons. In some instances friends and 
relatives have been compelled to carry them out of the 
State at great expense and trouble, and in others they have 
had to submit to very cruel and base treatment. No class of 
suffering humanity has so large a claim upon the support of the 
community as this, and no charitable institution is as much 
needed as one for-the proper treatment of these persons. I 
concur in the suggestion of Dr. Hooper as to the appointment 
of a special committee having all these mattefs in charge. I 
do not think it is proper to delay longer the building of a 
Lunatic Asylum if it can possibly be avoided. 


BOARD OF HEALTH. 


I have been requested by the President of the American Med- 
ical Association at Philadelphia to place before the Legislature 
certain resolutions, with a circular touching the advantages of 
establishing a State Board of Health. The subject is fully pre- 
sented in the paper submitted, and I ask your attention to the 
same. These boards are becoming a part of the institutions of 
our sister states, and if this State can, in sustaining other insti- 
tutions that have the first claims, organize and keep up a Board 
of this character, it should be done. 


PENITENTIARY. | 


According to the act approved December 15, 1875, the Com- 
missioners of the State Penitentiary let the work contemplated 
therein at public bidding on the 18th day of February last, to Z. 
Ward, for the sum of $132,000. A contract was entéred into, 
after procuring minute and definite plans and specifications, with 
said Ward, who executed, a bond as required by that aet. The 
building has been eompleted according to the contract, and the 
Commissioners regard it quite an excelleut structure. This, with 
the old building, furnishes 406 cells that are fit for use. Up to 
the last of November, 1876, there were 385 prisoners, but since 
then there have been some released, and others have come in. It 
will be late in the coming summer, if not in the fall, before this 
new building ean be used with safety. 
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The report of the Lessee to the Board of Commissioners. 
nerewith presented, will show in detail the prisoners seit to the 
Penitentiary, the escapes, releases, etc. 

_ The work of extending the walls is progressing: as rapidly as. 
possible, and in: accordance with the law and the contract under 
which the work was let. The sum of $100,000 was appropriated. 
by the act referred to, to pay for this entire work, which is not 
suffieient by $32,000, and an additional appropriation to this: 
extent is required. 1 

It is the opinion of the Commissioners the State made a most 
. favorable contract, and the work is worth more than it has cost.. 


The quarterly reports of the Physician to the Penitentiary: 
show the health of the convicts to be comparatively good, and 
the number of cases not so large as during previous years; and 
he notes the fact that in very many instances the sickness or dis- 
ease is brought with the convict when he comes to the Peniten- 
tiary. With the old buildings and the great increase in the 
number of convicts in the past two years, the hospital accommo- 
dations are insufficient. To this matter the Physician calls 
attention. To this, as well as the necessity of having a female 
prison proper, the Lessee addresses a portion of his report, and 
I hope they will both be considered at an early day. 


During this administration the management and control of" 
the Penitentiary has been ünder the rules and. regulations exist- 
ing there for several years. The question of interfering with the 
present contract of the Lessee aside, the Commissioners have 
considered these rules and regulations as sufficient until all the: 
necessary buildings and accommodations can be put up and had 
there. No complaints as to the management have reached the 
Commissioners since the adjournment of the Legislature in De- 
cember; 1875, except as to the matter of escapes. There has been ` 
a great deal of this, and the Commissioners have investigated it. 
very closely, and they regard it as more the result of the system: 
itself of working the convicts outside the walls,than of any other: ` 
eause. This system is bad for other reasons, but there is no 
remedy for it that the Commissioners can suggest until the: 
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could now be legally done, to keep them inside, with no shops or ` 


are now receiving the closest attention all over the civilized 


not received a copy of the proceedings, whieh I would like to 


suggestions as to prison management and the criminal laws of 
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buildings already spoken of are erected. The Lessee has been 
indieted'in the Pulaski Circuit Court, for permitting escapes, in. 
several cases, but I am advised the indictments are not disposed of. 
Assuggested to the adjourned session of the last Legislature, Lam 
as anxious as any one to have the convicts confined at labor, 
inside the walls, and so are the other Commissioners, but if it 
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conveniences for work, would be no benefit to them, but a burden. 
upon the State she is not able to bear. This question of working: 
convicts outside of the prison is vexing nearly all of our sister. 


states. Some have tried and abandoned it, while some are just 


beginning the experiment. Whatever may be the evils of the | 
system here, this administration found it engrafted on the State | 
Government under a contract to continue ten years from April 
15, 1873. Certain steps already indicated must be taken before 
it can be changed. Until then there is no need, as far as the. 
Commissioners can see, for any particular legislation touching 
the control and management of that institution. | 


In this connection I desire to submit to you the matter of the 
National Reform Prison Congress of the United States. This 
Congress has in view reformation in the management of the | 
Penitentiary system generally, and also personal reformation of 
prisoners, the amelioration of criminal codes, and the prevention 
of crime :—subjects of the deepest interest to society, and they 


world. The Congress has held four annual meetings, the last of 
which was in New York City, in June last. Many important 
subjects were then discussed and considered. It was largely at- 
tended by representatives from all parts of the country. I have 


lay before you. I appointed Rev. T. R. Welch a Deputy to that 
meeting to. represent this State, and he attended and acted with 
his well known zeal and ability. Mr. Welch has made a report 
to me of the meeting, and it is with pleasure I transmit it to 
you. This report is quite interesting and contains many valuable 
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the State. Owing to the condition of our prison hereinbefore 
fully set forth, I have no special suggestions to make on these 
points. When the prison is on.a different basis, these.matters 
should receive the earliest and most earnest coneern of the law- 
makers, I am of opinion, however, provision should be made 
by law for havin& the State regularly وف‎ at all future 
meetings of that Congress. 

'I have received from F, B. Sanborn, Esq., halitum of the 
American Social Science Association, a letter with a copy of res- 
olutions, in reference to the meeting of the. International Peni- 
tentiary Congress, at Stockholm; um August, 1877, and these I 
place before you. They urge upon each State the appointment 


of delegates to that Congress, and I am of the belief it would. | 


be well for Arkansas to be represented at such meeting. 
PARDONS. 


Section 18, article 6 of the Constitution requires the executive 
to communicate to the General Assembly at each regular session, 
all eases of reprieve, commutation or pardon, with his reason 
therefor. In eompliance with that provision I append a list of 
all reprieves, commutations and pardons granted by me, with 


the reasons for, and the particulars of each. The last Legis-. 


lature made many changes in some of the criminal laws, 
and it was some time before they could be published, and many 
persons were convicted of offences that really had no means of 
knowing they had violated any law. Owing to these reasons I 
have exercised the pardoning power oftener than I should other- 
wise have done. But I am not aware of having exercised it in 
any case not meritorious unless in that of Thornton, convicted 


of grand larceny in Monroe, which, as will be seen from the 


appendix, is a curious affair. Nearly all of the commutations 
granted have been under the act of January 31, 1867, which 
allows each convict two days for every month that he has, during 
his confinement, conducted himself in an exemplary manner. 
۱ PUBLIO CONTRACTS. | 
In order to carry out the"provisions of section 15, article 19, 
of the Constitution, the General Assembly passed an act Novem- 
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. ھ‎ Board of Commissioners, and contemplates the contracts to be 
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ber 28, 1875, entitled “An act to regulate the letting of public 
contracts.” That act makes the Governor, Auditor and Treasurer 


let and to run with each administration, and requires the pay- 
ments for the work and materials to bein United States currency. 
Tt was impossible to enforce this act, as it was about a year after 
its passage before the State could procure currency, and in the | 
meantime the several departments had to supply themselves with 
such work and materials as they needed on the best terms they 


«could. ` When currency was obtained, as ` one half of the 


period for contracts under this administration had passed, it 
was deemed advisable not to attempt the enforcement of 
this law but to continue as had been doné during the first 
year, except as to printing and binding the acts of the ad- 
journed session of 1878, and of the Constitution, with index 
and accompanying. documents, and the binding of 2,000 copies 
of the Revised Statutes of Arkansas, known as Gantt’s Digest. 
"These were advertised and let as nearly as could be under the 
contract act, and. among several bids, A. D. LaDue's was deter- 
mined to be the lowest, and was accepted. He gave the requisite 
bonds and finished the work, whieh has been received. The 
"binding of Gantt’s Digest (2,000 copies) cost $2,612.59, and the 
printing and binding of the acts and Constitution cost $6,064.18. 


This law not being enforced for the reasons given, there was 
no printing contractor under it, and, therefore, section 17 of the 
act requiring the printing of a number of reports for the use 
of the legislature was not complied with. The cost of advertis- 
ing for this printing would have been quite large. The advertis- 
ing for the printing and binding already mentioned cost $229.50. 
Besides these considerations, the members of the Board did not 
deem it advisable to incur such an expense as the entire printing 
called for in section 17 would have amounted to. . It is probable 
that some of the documents and reports referred to in that seo- 
tion would not require printing. And it was considered best by 
the Commissioners, with the concurrence of the Fiñance Board 
and the Attorney General, to leave each head of department to 
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٠ his report if he desired to do so, upon the best terms he 
could make. 


The difficulties in enforcing this contract law will, I hope, be 


a sufficient reason or excuse for the delay in distributing the 
laws, and the failure in repairing the capitol grounds and build- 
ings referred to in the report of the Secretary of State. 


MILITIA. 


Ae 


The present militia laws are deemed effective enough and I' 


have no modifications to recommend. In four instances only, 
during the present administration, has the militia been called for 
under section 2060, Ganit’s Digest, and in each case they came 
to aid in enforcing the civil law; which being done they returned 
at once to their homes. The correspondence and papers con- 
nected with these instances are with the report of the Adjutant 
General, which is submitted to you. Indeed calls for. this assist- 
ance have been much fewer than I expected at the inauguration 
of this government. The legislature of 1874-1875, believing 
there might be frequent demands for this kind of service, appro- 
priated $100,000 to pay for the same. This was regarded by 
many as a large sum, but only $13,852.45 of that sum has been 
expended through the entire period of the administration. I 
recommend an appropriation for militia purposes for the next two 
years, not to exceed $20,000 per year. 

The report of the Adjutant General in substance shows this: 

Commissions have been issued as follows: 


"To Major Generals........... certo موه‎ enne 77557 1 
To Brigadier له سی ا سس‎ Um ۶7 14 
To Colonels .. te DAES 9629-6 &*bev9664 9ک ری کہ ڈو رر‎ + 1 ......... 45 
To Lieut. Colonels... SOSH eee ..... He RESHHH THE داو‎ SEE SET SHE هه ها دم ان‎ # 41 
To Captains u... 256 
To First Lieutenants.... می‎ OE gét eg, ¿21855 
To Second Lieutenants... E sin exe REN din 202 
Total number Commissioned Officers....................... 805 
Total number enlisted men enrolled....................................18,057 
Total number rank and ñle................................. eene سر‎ ۰... Lë 502 
Estimated total of effective Militia m the State, is.................... «93,000 
ARMS. 


The State owns 1035 Needle-guns in hands of the militia; 617 


shot-guns in the hands of the militia; 127 Needle-guns in the 
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armory ; also, 48 muzzle-loading guns in the State Armory in 
good order; and 31 that are out of repair; 0 2 1b.) Parrott 
guns complete, and one seige gun. 
. Of the Militia Appropriation of “ one hundred thousand dol- 
lars,” there has been expended the sum of $13,852.45. - ` 
There is due the State of Arkansas from the United States on ` 
her quota of arms, the sum of $469.85, uncalled for in the year 
1875. Also, the quota for the year 1876. š 


PAY FOR PROPERTY TAKEN BY THE MILITIA IN 1868 AND 1869,. 


The House of Representatives of the last Legislature passed 
a bill to pay for property taken by the militia in 1868 and 1869, 
but the Senate rejected it, and called the attention of the Gover- 
‘nor to the importance of settling these claims. The act of 
March 28th, 1871, provided, to some extent, for the adjustment. 
of claims of this sort, and appropriated $125,000 to that end. 
Various claims were^passed upon under that Act—some were 
. allowed and some were rejected, The allowed claims amounted 
to nearly $450,000, and it appears by the Auditor’s s report to the 
Legislature of 1873, all the appropriation was used except $0.00, 
which still left a large amount of claims wholly unpaid. From 
letters received by me from various parties in the State, I am 
` confident there are" just and meritorious claims that were not. 
passed upon by the Commissioner. I think the Legislature 
should take proper steps to have this matter fully examined into 
and disposed of, I have not been able to find the papers con- 
nected with the claims presented, to lay them before the Legisla- 
ture, and I have no information on this subject except that ' 
contained in certain books in the Auditor’s office, which show 
the presenting and allowing of claims to the amount as stated. I 
would advise.the organization of a Board, to consist, say of the 
Attorney. General, Auditor and Treasurer, with full power to 
hear and take testimony, to investigate all these claims and 
report the same fully, with their opinion of the claims examined, 
to the next Legislature, with à view to a settlement of them, that . 
may be. just, and at the same time consistent with the financial | 
condition of the State. 
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UNPAID MILITIA CLAIMS OF 1874. 
. The acts of May 29, 1874, and March 5, 1875, made provision 
to audit and pay the claims and obligations against the State for 
supplies and materials furnished, services rendered and incidental 
damages incurred in the operations of the State guards called 
into active service by Gov. Elisha Baxter, in the year 1874; 
but I am satisfied there are several just claims coming within 
the meaning of these acts that have not been passed upon at all 
—claims that were not presented in the time required by the 
laws, but without any positive negligence of the claimants. 
These claims, if I am not in error, are based upon a good and 
valuable consideration, and I hope some provision will be made : 
for their allowance and payment. 


PUBLICATION OF LEGAL NOTICES. 


At the adjourned session of the last Legislature I advised a 
change of the law. in reference to the publication of legal notices. 
I still believe the modification then suggested should be made, 
and I here repeat the same recommendation : 

“To secure a fair and faithful performance of duty on the part 
of Sheriffs, Clerks and other officers, and Administrators, Exec- 
utors, Guardians, etc., where their acts are required to be made 
public, every possible means should be afforded to all interested 
of being fully informed as to their proceedings. Under the 
present arrangement the notices given often amount to nothing, 
and parties not unfrequently lose their rights when no possible 
diligence could have protected them. I recommend legislation 
on this subject, to this effect: that whenever, under existing or 
future laws, it becomes the duty, in the course of legal proceed- 
ings of any Court, Judge, Clerk, Sheriff, Coroner, Constable or 
other person, or in the administration of the laws of any State, 
district, county, school, township, municipal or election officer, 
to make publication of any advertisement, financial or other 
statement, or public showing in regard to proceedings in admin- 
istrations, executorships, guardianships, assignments for the ben- 


efit of creditors, removal of county sites, under attachments, in 
9 A 
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or concerning elections, proclamations by any executive officers, 
estrays, escheats, executions on judgments or decrees, concerning 
personal or real property, settlements of Sheriffs, Collectors, 
Clerks, Treasurers of counties, cities, districts, townships, city 
or town recorders, the appropriation or condemnation of private 
property to public use, or other proceeding, by posting the said 
advertisement in one or more public places, it shall be the duty 
of the Court, Judge, Clerk, officer or other person charged with 
such duty, to eause such advertisement to be published for the 
length of time and within the period required by law, in some 
newspaper printed in the county where the proceedings transpire, . 
if any there be, duly authorized; and if there be none such 
: printed in such county, then, according to the provisions of the 
act approved February 15, 1875.” 


COUNTY AND TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 


There has heen complaint as to the performance of duties by . 
several county and township officers in the state, and in some 
instances considerable dissatisfaction manifested. While section 
27 of article 7 of the Constitution contemplates that all officials 
of this class shall be reached fora failure for any cause to per- 
form the duties of their offices, yet some legislation is needed in 
order to have a certain well defined procedure by which the object 
of the Constitutign is to be attained, and especially should provi- 
sion be made for .the suspension from office of the party accused 
till final hearing in the case can be had. 


CHANGES IN THE JUDICIAL CIRCUITS. 


From advices received by me from many of the attorneys of 
the state, as well as most of the cireuit judges, I am satisfied the 
‘present arrangement of the circuits is not a good one. Some of 
the circuits are too large and impose upon the judges and pros- 
ecuting attorneys too much labor, and other circuits are not 
arranged as conveniently as might be. In some circuits I am 
informed the civil business has scarcely been touched during the 
last two years. This delaying and postponing the business of 
the courts is injurious to the parties and state, and cost more in 
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thé end than the requisite additional circuits would.. It has been 
suggested by some, that the.system of chancery courts indicated 
‘by the Constitution would be the best remedy for this, but I am 
of opinion if thirteen circuits were made with not more than six 
eounties in a circuit, this would answer all purposes for the next 
six or eight years, and with this suggestion I leave the matter to 
the judgment of the-senators and representatives, who doubtless 
have already given the subject mueh thought. | 


` ASSESSORS. 


I submit tó you a communication from F. A. Sarasin, late 
assessor of Pulaski county. He suggests certain defects in the 
law in reference to the period of time in which assessors are 
required to do their work, and also as to the compensation. of 
assessors., I have received from other counties similar sugges- 
tions. I hope the matters touched upon in this communication 
will receive favorable consideration. | 


. 7^ RAILROADS. 


لما 


The Constitution, while it forbids extortion and monopoly in 
‘railroads, deals with them in a fair and liberal spirit, and seeks to 
afford to them every encouragement. It points out several mat- 
ters especially, in regard to railroads that deserve the attention of 
the legislature, and as to these I gontent myself with this gen- 
eral reference. 

I think, however, it is a propitious time for the state to adopt 
a system of taxation of railroads. The task of steering between 
a course on the one side that would leave the roads exempt from ` 
_proper burdens, and a course on the other side that would cripple 
them if not,break them down, and drive away from us all hope 
of future investments of this nature, is a difficult one, but it is 
important to make the effort. Many parties have money thus 
invested here already, and others are waiting to invest if the 
exactions are not too great. I believe the senate, at the last ses- 
sion, referred this matter to a special committee. I hope this is 
true, and that they have agreed on some just plan. I have no 
suggestions to make further than I hope the legislature will de- 
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_ vise some way by, which the roads will be dealt with as liberally 
as the other interests of the state will permit. To argue the 
utility-and necessity of these roads at this late day would be, to 
say the least, ridiculous. ١ With all their acknowledged benefits 
and advantages Arkansas is as much in need of them as any 
` country or state. ` 

` In order to have a uniform and certain valuation of railroads 
and their property, I think,it would be well to have a central 
board either to assess them or to review the assessments from the 
counties, and fix it as would seem to the board to be just. Three 
state officers might constitute this board without embarrassing 
them in the regular routine of official duties. 


THE *HOT SPRINGS RESERVATION. 


I respectfully call your attention to a petition, signed by a 
large number of citizens living on what is known as the Hot 
Springs Reservation. By a decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, rendered during the past year, the land em- 
braced in that reservation was adjudged to be the property of 
the United States, and that the houses and improvements erected 
on this land by citizens followed the land and were also the 
property of the United States. These buildings and improve- 
ments have been erected in many cases under a claim of title to 
the land improved; and in all instances they were made with 
the knowledge of the government. As this petition shows, - 
persons have settled there and reared families under the. belief 
they, or others from whom they claimed owned the property. 
But now what for years and years has been used by citizens as 
their own, must be rented by them from the Receiver of the 
United States, or they lose their use entirely. A great many of 
our citizens are interested ; indeed in most cases all they have is - 
their claim on this property. The place was, a few months since, 
one of the most enterprising and thriving cities in the State ; 
people from abroad are interested in the prosperity of the place ; 
the State of Arkansas is deeply interested in it. This city being 
the seat of justice for the county, no public buildings can be 
erected in her name and right, and she is forced torent. I think 
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it eminently proper for the Legislature to memorialize the Con- 
gress of the United States to make some early and final diposition | 
of this property, and in such a manner as to givé some preference 
to all those who have settled and improved upon that property 
in good faith. There can be no question in all fairness, that 
such persons are entitled to recognition at the hands of Congress, 
and my examination of the course of the Government in such 
matters satisfies me this has been uniformly done in cases of this 
character. To the Government this preference would be but a 
trifle, but to the citizens there it would be of great value. 


THE UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL. 


The General Assembly, by act of November 30th, 1875, 
appropriated the sum of $15,000.00 to provide for a proper rep- 
resentation of Arkansas at the Centennial Exhibition at Phila- 
delphia. I send herewith the report of the Commissioners for 
the State, and a Catalogue of Exhibits, which will show how the 
appropriation was used, and in what manner the State was rep- 
resented. It appears there is of this: appropriation unexpended 
$1,751.24; the building put up by the State, and other property 
there belonging to her, remain undisposed of. As will be seen, 
itis necessary for some disposition to be made of this building 
at an early day, and I concur in the view of the Commissioners 
on this subject. 

Hon. David Walker, pursuant to my ی‎ delivered a 
very appropriate speech in behalf of the State, at the Exhibition 
on the 16th day of October. A faithful history of the State, 
this speech is interesting and valuable, and the Commissioners 
and myself have endeavored to give it an extensive circulation, 
not only in this State, but in allthe States. Arkansas is under ^ 
obligations to Judge Walker for the able manner in which he 
presented her to the publie at this Exposition. 

I believe the sentiment all over the State agrees with that 
expressed by the Commissioners, that this was a wise step on the 
part of Arkansas, and her Centennial investment was, in every 
point of view, a good one. The general display has received 
the applause of the world, and in this our State has her full share. 
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For one, I am glad she took part in the Exhibition, feeling well | 
convinced that the substantial benefits that will flow from it. to, | 
the State will exceed beyond measure the sum appropriated. 

I have recently received from Hon. A. T. Goshorn, Director- 
General of the Exhibition, a report of the judges making an 
award in favor of Arkansas, on account of the building erected 
by her, as well as on account of the display by the State of her 
natural and industrial products, The Director-General informs 
‘me-that due notice will be given when the diploma and medal 
on this award will be ready for delivery. The letter of the 


Director-General, together SE the report, I take pleasure in ` 


laying before you. 


To the Commissioners, Messrs. Geo. W. Lawrence and Geo. : 


E. Dodge, for their indefatigable efforts, unflagging ‘zeal, and 
great good sense, displayed without compensation, throughout 
the whole period of this Exposition, the State is greatly indebted. 
Many testimonials as to th» value of their services have come to 
me from all directions. For this labor of no ‘small proportions, 
an appreciative people will ever hold them in grateful recollec- 
tion. 

Some few accounts, ESCH to several hundred dollars, for 


work done and materials furnished the State Board, before the ` 


Centennial appropriation was made, have come to me for pay- 


'. .ment. The construction I placed upon the law appropriating 


this money, would not permit me to pay these sums out of that 
appropriation. I have been informed the work was done and 


the materials were furnished to the State Board, and the State. | 
got the benefit of them in her display at the Exhibition. I ` 


would recommend, if upon inquiry this be found to be true, 
these accounts be paid by the Legislature out of the unexpended 
appropriation, or one to be 'made for that particular purpose. 


-"These accounts are set forth in petitions to me by A. W. Bishop ` 


and W. E. Woodruff, herewith transmitted. 


, CONQLUSION. 


I have now complied, as far as I can, with the provision of 
the Constitution referred to in the beginning of this message, and 
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I have but a few more words to add. Whatever may he the 
` opinions of men as to the merits of my administration, I know 
I have worked hard to prove true to the oath of office I took on 
the 12th day of November, 1874, and to execute the laws fairly 
and impartially towards all the people of the State. Inthe many 
arduous duties I have had to perform, the officers around me 
have yielded me their steadfast and unswerving support, The 
intercourse between them and myself has not been broken by an 
unkind word or act, and for the unshaken confidence and constant 
aid. extended. by them throughout my entire official course, they 
will ever be remembered by me with the liveliest sensibility: _ 
And in bringing to a period my term of office, I may be per- 
mitted to say, my successor and the officers chosen" with him at 
the last general election, ‘are deserving the full expression of 
confidence then given. by the people, and this continued to them, 
in the discharge of their official engagements, all will be well 
with the commonwealth. 


A. H. GARLAND, 


Governor of Arkansas. . 
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APPENDIX. 


PARDONS. 


JERRY JOHNSON. 


Crime, murder; sentence, Penitentiary for two years; con- 
vieted at the Fall term, 1873 of the Independence County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned November 13, 1874, upon petition that the 
homicide was wholly accidental. He had served about half of 
his time. m 

EMMA ATKINS. ۱ 

Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the Fall term, 1874, of the J efferson County 
Circuit Court. Pardoned January 16, 1874, on petition signed 
by the Prosecuting Attorney, a portion of the jury and numerous. 
eitizens, who represent that Emma Atkins is far gone in preg- 
nancy, and is a fit subject for executive clemency. 


EDWARD CHAMBERS. 


Crime, assault with intent to kill; sentence, Penitentiary for 
one year; convicted February 4, 1874, at the Pulaski County 
Circuit Court. Pardoned December 23, 1874, on representation 
of numerous petitioners of Pulaski county—E. W. Rector, 
prosecuting attorney, and J. J. Clendenin, circuit judge—that, 
he had served a greater portion of his time, and had proved 
himself an excellent character, and up to the time of his im- 
prisonment, was known in all respects as honest and peaceful, 
and has a wife and three children dependent upon him for a. 
living. 
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ELIZABETH DEATON. 


Crime, receiving stolen property; sentence, County Jail for 
“One year and a fine of three hundred dollars; convicted Decem- 
ber 2, 1874, in the Jackson Justice Qourt. Pardoned December 
8, 1874, on petition of several of the jurors and many good 
citizens of the county. The goods stolen amounted to only ten 
dollars. It was her first offense, and it is believed that her life 
will be endangered if confined in jail during the winter. ' ` She is 
a poor woman, and it is hoped that a reformation may be wrought 
7 the change. 


GEORGE WILLIAMS. 


-Crime, 1ج‎ ; sentence, County Jail for six months; eon- 
victed at the November term, 1874, in the Pulaski Justice Court. 
"Pàrdoned, except costs, December 11, 1874, on petition of prose- 
cuting witness, L. Savelle, that George Williams was innocent, 
and the guilty party, James Ballard, had been arrested. for Mie 
theft that Williams i is now suffering for. 


CHARLES ROBINSON. 


Crime, assault with a deadly weapon; sentence, County Jail . 
for one year and fine of five hundred dollars ; convicted at the May 
term, 1874, of the Phillips County Criminal Court. Pardoned, 
except as to costs, December 29, 1874, on petition of the Circuit 
Judge, Prosecuting Attorney and numerous citizens, that he had 
served the whole of his time out, is a poor man and not able to 
pay his fine. Since his imprisonment he has been very much 
debilitated, and it is believed that if he continues in Jail for five 
months, the balance of his term, that it will result in his certain 
death. 


, WILLIAM M'MILLAND. 


Grime, aggravated. assault ; sentence, sixty days’ imprisonment 
and fine of five hundred dollars ; convicted at the November term, 
. 1874, of the Johnson County Circuit Court. Pardoned, except as 
to costs, December 30, 1874, on petition of numerous citizens of 
Johnson county, who represent that McMilland’s character up to 
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the time of conviction has been irreproachable, that he is only 
twenty years of age, and that Conger had approached him a 
second time with evident design to assault him, when 6 
attempted to strike him, and not to shoot him with his gun. ' 


GEORGE WILSON. 


Crime, aggravated assault; sentence, County Jail for six 
months and a fine of fifty dollars ; convicted at the November term, 
1874, of the Pulaski County Circuit Court. Pardoned, except as 
to costs, January 7, 1875, ona petition signed. by J. J. Clendenin, 
Circuit Judge, and all of the jury. He is only fourteen years of 
age, and is his mother’s only support. | 


JOHN MITCHELL. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for five years; con- 
victed at the term, 1872, of the Washington County ` 
Circuit Court. Pardoned January 20, 1875, on a petition signed 
by the Circuit Judge, Judge of the County Court, County Clerk, 
Circuit Clerk and numerous citizens, that his trial having been 
conducted by and before men entirely opposed to him in. politics, 
and that they believe his punishment too great. He has served 
three years of his time, and itis believed that a reformation may 
be brought about by the change. 

. 


. . THOMAS JOHNSON. 


Crime, perjury ; sentence, Penitentiary for five years ; convicted: 
on or about December 23, 1874, in the Pulaski County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned January 28, 1875, on a petition signed by the 
Cirenit Judge, J. J. Clendenin, and Prosecuting Attorney Joseph. 
W. Martin; that Johnson was only eighteen years old and 
ignorant of the crime he committed; he was a stranger in the 
neighborhood, and at the time the horses and mules were missing 
Parker also disappeared; he was taken advantage of by Joseph 
Schaer and urged by him to make said affidavit without con- 
sidering the effects or nature of the act, and without any malice 
against said Parker. 
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| . GEORGE BLAKE. | 
"Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for five years ; convicted 
at the February term, 1872, of the Pulaski Ceunty Criminal 
Court., Pardoned February 2, 1875, on petition of numerous 
citizens, who assert the previous good character of the prisoner e 
(who is a man of culture, and a scholar of fine business qualifica- | 
tions) prior to the offence, which was done. while under the 
influence of liquor, He has won the confidenee of his keepers 
who have charge of him, for. his exemplary conduet, and 
believing he would reform and make’ à good citizen. 


LACKEY DEATON. 


Crime, receiving stolen goods; ‘sentence, Penitentiary for one 
year; convicted at the December term, 1874, of the Jacksom 
Justice Court. Pardoned February 9, 1875, on petition of many 
good citizens of Jackson county; the stolen goods for which 
the:above is charged with as having received and hidden away, 
were not received by him, as the guilty parties—Ferguson and ` 
Fitzwater—have been arrested and confessed their crime and 
fully exonerated the said Beaton and wife.: His character up to 
the time of imprisonment has been irreproachable, and he is 
believed, as is shown, to be entirely innocent. 


JERRY WILLIAMS. 

Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; convicted at 
the November term, , of the Pulaski County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned February"11, 1875, on petition. signed by Circuit 
Tudge John J. Clendenin, City Solicitor James K. Barnes, 
Prosecuting Attorney Joseph W. Martin, Thomas H. Walker 
Clerk, and all the jurors who tried the case, feeling satisfied that 
Williams is not guilty of the charge, but another person now in 
jail and not tried is the real culprit. 


PHILLIP CAROLINE. 


Crime, murder; sentence, Penitentiary for fifteen years ; con- 
. victed at the April term, 1871, ofthe Prairie County Circuit Court. 
Pardọned February 18, 1875, on petition of Medical Surgeon. of 


= 
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Arkansas State Prison Dr. James H. Lenow, and others, that, 


. Caroline has for the past year been in the Hospital suffering 


with heart disease and malignánt disease of nearly the entire 
foot. He cannot live long confined in prison, and believing him a 
just subject. 


JAMES JENKINS. 


rhe petit larceny ; sentence, County Jail three months and 
twenty dollars costs; convicted December 21, 1874, in the Little 
Rock Police Court. Pardoned February 20, 1875. Pardoned 
upon petition of prosecuting witness stating that it was his first 
offense, and the City Solicitor urging his pardon, as he had 


served two months of his time. 


JOHN N. WOOLFOLK. 


Crime, petit larceny; sentence, County Jail thirty days and 


a fine of twenty-five dollars and costs; convicted February 15, 


1875, in the Green County Circuit Court. Pardoned February 26, 
1875, on petition of the County Judge and numerous citizens ; 
the evidence is merely circumstantial as to his stealing the hat ; 
his character had been good up to the time of conviction; he is 


| quite young, poor; and a cripple for life. 


: LEONARD MORAND. 


Crime, না ; sentence, Penitentiary for two years ; con- 
vieted at the Fall term, 1873, of the Hot Spring County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned March 1, 1875, on petition of many citizens, 
who think that he was forced in self defense (conscientiously) to 
Strike a blow with his pocket knife, which resulted in death. 
He is a very quiet and peaceful citizen and of good standing in 
his county. 

d HENRY HILL, | 

Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for five years ; con- 
victed November 13, 1873, in the Drew County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned March 1, 1875, on petition of numerous citizens, who ` 
represent that Henry Hill has been a good citizen, quiet and 
law-abiding; that it is his first offense; he was on his way from 


' 
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Texas to his home in this State, and becoming foot-sore and 
broken down, he mounted a horse belonging to Mr. McCoulter, 
of this county, with the intention of riding some distance on his. 
road home; the horse was of no great value and was restored to 
its owner. - 
LEWIS SMITH. 

Crime, accessory to robbery; sentence, Penitentiary for three 

years ; convicted at the April term, 1873, of the Drew Coünty Oir- 
cuit Court. Pardoned March 18, 1875. His petitioners représent 
that said Smith is a very old man, and since his imprisonment. 
has been an invalid, unable to do any kind of work, also that the. 
evidence was not sufficient to convict hini but for the desperate: 
characters he was associated with, and they are satisfied that the 
ends of justice have been attained in the case of this man. 


HENRY CALDWELL. 


. Crime, assault with intent to kill ; sentence, Penitentiary for five: 

years; convicted at the January term, 1874, of the Cross County: 
Circuit Court. Pardoned March 18, 1875, on a petition signed 
by the County Judge, Sheriff, County Clerk, several jurors and 
numerous citizens, who represent that Henry Caldwell, with a. 
stick, struck one Henry Clay, but did not injure or disable him, 
and the said Clay is now and has been in our midst a sound and 
able man. | 

*" JOHN C. WHEELER, 

Crime, assaulting Joe Swift; sentence, twenty-five dollars ;. 
convicted —, ,رس‎ in the Sebastian Justice Court.. 
Pardoned March 31, 1875, on a petition signed by the Justice of 
the Peace in-whosecourt he was tried, and many other citizens, 
who represent that John C. Wheeler was seated in a restaurant 
when Swift approached and drew a pistol, whereupon Wheeler: 
struck him with a pistol over the head in self defense; he: 
then dropped the pistol and struck Swift with a small cane. 


JOHN BOYKIN. 


Crime, accessory to petit larceny ; sentence, County Jail six 
-months and fine of fifty dollars; convicted at the January term, 
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1875, of the Phillips County Circuit Court. Pardened April 2, 
1875, on petition of many citizens, who represent that Boykin 
assisted Grapes in eleaning a beef ; that he (Grapes) had stolen, but 
he had nothing to do with the stealing, and believe him innocent. 


DENNIS STEWART AND CLARA STEWART, (COLORED,) 


Crime, bigamy بر‎ sentence, Penitentiary for three years; con- 
١ vieted atthé January term, 1874, of the Phillips County Criminal 
Court. Pardoned April 15, 1875, on petition signed by numer- 
ous influential citizens’ of Phillips county, who represent that 


they, Dennis and Clara Stewart, are honest, respectable and hard 


working people. 
۱ HENRY WILLIAMS. 

Crime, grand. larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; con- 
vieted at the April term, 1875, of the Lincoln County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned April 28, 1875, on petition of the Judge, who 
sentenced him, Col. T. C. Flournoy, from whom the goods were 
. Stolen; he is very young, and up to the time of conviction was 


2 steady and promising youth, and believe he will make a good 


citizen. ` 
J. AND 8. B. ENYART. ۱ 
Crime, assault on W. H. McGuire; sentence, Penitentiary for 
three years ; convicted atthe April term, 1875, of the Washington 
County Circuit Court. Pardoned May 11, 1875, on petition of the 
Judge, Proseeuting Attorney, all of the jury who tried the case, 


County and Circuit Clerk and numerous citizens, who represent 


that the jury failed to draw proper distinetion between an 
“assault” and an “assault with intent to kill,” and also the evi- 


dence shows that the assault was committed by one Boggan. 


They have been good eitizens. 


MARSHALL JOHNSON, 


Crime, bigamy; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; convicted - 


April 8, 1875, in the Franklin County Circuit Court. Pardonéd 
May 17, 1875, on petition signed by the Prosecuting Attorney, 
the Clerk, most of the jurors and many good citizens who represent 


that Johnson filed an application for divoree in the Sebastian 
4 A 
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County Circuit Court; he moved to Franklin county and his 
said complaint was dismissed; that be was informed and believed 
that after filing said complaint he could legally marry again, and. 
his information was given him by his attorney, and under this 
belief did contract the second marriage after his complaint was 


‘dismissed and he had become a citizen of Franklin county, he filed ` | 


his petition.in the Cireuit Court and obtained a decree of divorce, 
and was not advised of the crime until after the second marriage. 


SIKE ۰ 


Crime, burglary; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; con- 
victed at the April term, 1875, of the Pulaski County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned May 27, 1875, on petition signed by the Circuit Judge, ` 
Green Thompson, whose house is alleged to have been burglari- 
ously entered, and many good citizens, who represent that 
MeIntosh, while intoxicated, entered Thompson’s house, but 
without doing damage at all; also, that they havé known 
Thompson to. be a peaceful, hard working and law-abiding citizen 

. that he has a wife and children entirely dependent upon him 
for a Support. 


° ROBERT ROBINSON. 


..— Crime, assault with intent to murder ; sentence, Penitentiary for 
three years ; convicted May 4, 1875, in the Pulaski County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned J une 8, 1875, on a petition signed by the 
Judge (in whose court the case was tried), a portion of the 
jurors, the Circuit Clerk and many good citizens, who represent 
that the said Robiason was an industrious, orderly and well dis- 
posed man ; that his wife was disorderly and turbulent, and that 
she was unchaste and untrue to her husband, and caused him 
much trouble; that the gun with which the assault was made 
was not loaded, and that his object was believed to frighten her 
and force her to return home. 


JIM BELL. 


Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
«convicted at the April term, 1875, of the Lafayette County Cir- 
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cuit Court. Pisdonsd June 22, 1875, on petition of many citi- 
"zens, ‘They think his punishment sufficient. 


“te 


TRANE ADDISON. 


| Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the April term, 1875, of the Pulaski County Cireuit 
Court. .Pardoned July 10, 1875, on petition of the Circuit 
Judge, Prosecuting. Attorney and many good citizens, who cer- 
tified that Frank Addison is very young,. fourteen’ or fifteen 
years of age, and is an orphan. It is hoped a reformation may 
be wrought by the change. 


J. A. TAYLOR. 


Crime, illegally solemnizing a marriage; sentence, fine one ` 
hundred dollars; convicted at the August term, 1875, of the 
Montgomery County Circuit Court. Pardoned August 11,1875, 
on petition of the Judge L. J. Joyner, the Prosecuting Attorney. 
and many members of the bar, who represent that the crime 
committed was through ignorance. 


HENRY GAINES, 


Crime, grand larceny ز‎ sentence, Penitentiary for two years; 
convicted at the April term, 1875, of the Pulaski County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned August 27,1875, on petition signed by numer- 
ous citizens. He bore a good name for honesty and sobriety up 
to the time of his conviction. He has a wife and child utterly 
destitute. 

. GEORGE WASHINGTON. 


Crimé, involuntary manslaughter; sentence, Penitentiary for 
six months; convicted at the May term, 1875, of the Pulaski 
County Circuit Court. Pardoned September 13, 1875, on petition 
of the Prosecuting Attorney, and all of the jurors and officers 
of the Gourt, who represent that while Washington was playing 
with a loaded pistol and pointing it in sport, he unfortunately 
shot and killed Ben. Rogers. He and the deceased were fast 
friends, and that the shooting was wholly accidental. 
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۳ ۱ JAMES DOTY ۳ 
Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for onë year; 
convicted at the September term, 1875, of the Searey County 
Circuit Court. . Pardoned September 14, 1875, on petition 


signed very numerously, that James Doty is an orphan, is very 
young, and his previous character has been unexceptional. 


| ` IRA W. MANNING. . | | 
Crime, theft; sentence, Penitentiary for five years; convicted 
at the —— term, , of the Washington County Circuit ` 
Court. - Pardoned September 22, 187 5, on petition of many good, 
substantial citizens, who represent that Manning has served 
three and one-half years and has faithfully conformed to all the 
rules of the prison, and believe him to be a reformed man. 


H. SHELDON. 


Crime, false imprisonment; sentence, one hnndred dollars fine ; 
convicted at the fall term, 1875, of the Crawford County Circuit 
Court. . Pardoned September 27, 1875, on petition-signed by the 
Judge in whose Court he was tried, the Prosecuting Attorney. 
J. P. Byers, and other citizens, who. represent that Sheldon 
became entangled in the difficulty through a mistaken impression 
that his duty as a citizen and under the law, commanded him to 
obey the order of the officer who appointed him to serve said . 
process on one Brodie. 


* 


AMOS LUCKEY. 


Crime, larceny and receiving stolen goods ; sentence, Peniten- 
‘tiary for one year; convicted at the April term, 1875, of the 
Pulaski County Cireuit Court. Pardoned October 1, 1875, on 
petition of the Prosecutitoang Attorney and numerous citizens, 
who represent that Amos Luckey has served half of his time in 
the state prison, and has د‎ wife and eight children in destitute 
circumstances; that the theft was very small; and his friends 
hope that the shortening of his imprisonment will tend to 
strengthen his resolve to reform and lead a better life in the 


fature. 
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JOHN O, SUTTON. 


Crime, false imprisonment; convicted at the September term 
1875, ofthe Crawford County Circuit Court. Pardoned October 16, 
1875, on petition of Prosecuting Attorney J. P. Byers, the attor- 
ney for the applicant, and others, who. represent that Sutton, as 
constable, had in obedience to a void warrant arrested certain 
parties; he detained them but a short time, and released them as 
‘goon as he obtained legal advice; there was evidently no inten- ` 
tional violation of the law. 


WILLIAM R. RHODES. 


Crime, insulting language to and in the presence of Mrs.——; 
séntence, three months’ imprisonment and fine of one hundred 
dollars; convicted at the August term, 1875, of the Crawford 
County Circuit Court. Pardoned October 19, 1875, on petition 
signed by numerous citizens, who represent: that ood is à poor 
man and unable to pay his fine. 


TOM ROWDY. 

Crime, kidnapping; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; 
convicted at the Oetober term, 1875, of the Columbia County Cir- 
euit Court. Pardoned Ootober 25, 1875, on petition of the Prose- 
euting Attorney D. W. Jones, a portion'of the jurors and officers 
of the court. They believe that the salutary influence created 
by these trials will prevent the commission of this crime in the 
future, and that the ends of justice, under all the circumstances, 
have been fully satisfied. 


JASPER KELLY. 

Crime, kidnapping; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; 
convicted at the October term, 1875, of the Columbia County Cir- 
cuit Court. Pardoned October 25, 1875, on petition of the Prose- 
euting Attorney D. W. Jones, and. a portion of the jurors and 
the officers of the court. They believe that the salutary influ- 
ence ercated by these trials will prevent the commission of this 
crime in the futur e, and also that the ends of justice, under all 
the circumstances, have: peen fully satisfied. 
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JULIUS ANDERSON. 


Crime, assault with intent to kill; sentence, Penitentiary for ` 
` three years; convicted at the July term, 1874, of the Crittenden | 
County Circuit Court. Pardoned October 30, 1875, on petition of 
numerous members of the bar and citizens of Crittenden county, ` 

who believe: First, that he is not guilty as charged; second, | 
thatifhe was guilty his punishment was great enough; third, 
that it was his first offence, and that he had always been a peáce- 
ful citizen and bore a good reputation for peace and as a law- 

abiding citizen. 

ELIZABETH OWLS. 

Criine, bigamy ; sentence, Penitentiary three years ; eonvicted at 
the November term, 1875, of the Yell Couny Circuit Court. Par- 
doned November 19, 1875, on petition of the Prosecuting Attor- 
ney J. P. Byers, the officers of the court, a portion of the jurors 
and numerous members of the bar and citizens, who represent 
that Elizabeth Owls is a very simple-minded woman, and utterly 
ignorant of the crime she had committed. _ 


JAMES MCLELAND. 


. Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, not given; convicted at the 
fall term, 1875, of the Lincoln County Circuit Court. Pardoned 
November 19, 1875, on petition of John A. Williams, Judge of 
the Eleventh Circuit, and the Prosecuting Attorney and 
others, who represent that Phillips, from whom the money was 
taken, was on a spree, and spending his money foolishly; that 
he lay down and went to sleep ; and then it was that McLeland 
took the money from his pockets and gave five dollars of it to 
a Mr. Varner, to keep for him (Phillips) until morning when he 
` was sober, and the sixty cents left he handed to Phillips, think- 
ing that was as much às he ought to spend that night. He did 
not take the money with the object of stealing it, but to prevent 
Phillips from spending it all. 


* 


J. M. DOUGHTY. 
Crime, selliug whisky on election day ; sentence, fine of twenty- 


(EN 

five dollars and costs; convicted at the fall term, 1875, of the 
Izard County Circuit Court. Pardoned December 2, 1875, on peti- 
tion of a portion ofthe jurors and numerous members of the bar; 
citizens, who represent that Doughty gave away a drink of 
whisky, and did not sell it, on election day ; that they think his 
punishment too great; he has a family dependent upon him fora 
living; taking into consideration his previous good character. 


STEPHEN EASON. 

.. Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; 
‘convicted at the October term, 1875, of the Dallas County Circuit 
Court. ,Pardoned December 7, 1875, on petition’ signed by the 
County Judge, a portion of the jurors, the officers of the court and 
numerous citizens, who represent that the prisoner, within three 
days after the offense was committed, returned. the property. 
stolen, freely and voluntarily, stating that he was sorry he had 
done so; his previous character was good, and he was known to 
be an TE man. 

JOSEPH LYTHE. 

Crime, grand lareeny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the Spring term, 1875, ‘of the Drew County Circuit 
Court.  Pardoned December 8, 1875, on petition signed by 
numerous good eitizens, who think that Lythe has been sufficiently 


punished, and that his family needs his serviee more than the: 


state. . 
^ SAMUEL HUBBARD. - 

Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; con- 
victed at the May term, 1875, of the Pulaski County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned December 10, 1875, on petition of a portion of 
the jurors and many good citizens, that from the testimony in the 
ease there is a reasonable doubt as. to his guilt, and think his 
punishment already enough to satisfy the state. 


A. PERRYMAN. 


Crime, bigamy ; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; con- 
victed at the November term, 1875, of the Phillips County 
Circuit Court. ` Pardoned December 13, 1875, on a petition very 
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numerously signed by citizens of Phillips county, who represent 
that Perryman is a hard-working, honest, industrious but igno- 
rant negro. ۰ Taking into consideration that Perryman W4é raised a 
slave, and accustomed to the manners and usages of slaves in re- 
gard to marriage; that his former wife left him and went to . 
Tennessee, and thinking that he was deserted by her and had a 

right to contract a second marriage according to the usage and 
` custom previous to emancipation, Ë 


` MAT ANDERSON. i 


Crime, receiving stolen property ; sentence, Penitentiary for one 
year; convicted at the November term, 1875, of the YeM. County 
Cireuit Court. Pardoned December 16, 1875, on petition signed 
by numerous citizens, who believe that she was ignorant of the 
aet (receiving stolen goods) being a erime in law, and that she 
| only received them through the fear of being injured by the 
thief who took the goods to her house, and also that the pun- 
` ishment received is sufficiently severe. 


$ W. MURPHY. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; convicted 
at the June term, 1875, of the Ouachita County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned December 23, 1875, on petition that Murphy has 
always borne'a good character, and think that his punishment 
has been sufficient. 


JACOB PATE. 


Crime, giving away intoxicating liquors October 13, 1874; 
sentence, fine of two. hundred dollars and costs; convicted at the 
May term, 1875, of the Independence County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned December 27, 1875, on petition signed 6 Judge, 
the Prosecuting Attorney, and officers of the Court, who repre- 
sent that the election being held in his store, he, being one of 
the judges, treated the clerks and judges at 12 m. (at that time 
they having taken recess) handing out د‎ bottle of bitters known 
as “ Family Bitters.” 
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JAMES HARRIS. 


ius aggravated assault; sentence, Penitentiary one year 
and two hundred and fifty doliis fine; convicted at the October 
term, 1875, ofthe Drew County Circuit Court. Pardoned January 
3, 1876, on petition signed by the Judge, the Circuit Clerk, the 
officers of the Court, and several physicians, who represent that : 
Harris is and has been very sick since his imprisonment, and is 
a great expense to the County; that they think his punishment 
‘has been sufficient. | : 


7 H 


^ GREEN HILL. 


Crime, petit larceny ; sentence, six months in the county jail ; 
convicted at the Lee County Cireuit Court. Pardoned January 
3, 1876, on petition of the County Judge and other officers of 
the Court, who represent that Hill was an innocent party in the 
killing of a calf, which he was charged with, and that his 
‘character bas always been good. 1 


HENRY BARN UM. 


Crime, assault with intent to kill; senteriea, not given; con- 
victed at the April term, 1874, of the Lonoke County Cireuit 
Court. Pardoned January 3, 1876, on petition signed by the 
Prosecuting Attorney, and numerous good citizens, who think 
that Barnum has suffered sufficiently by reason of his confine- - 
ment; it is doubtful from the testimony that he Ze guilty, has 
always been a good citizen; the Prosecuting Attorney says it 
was not an aggravated case by any means, the temptation being 
very great and the show of force not very great. 


URIAH CASH. 


Crime, gaming; ; sentence, one hundred dollars fine and costs ; 
convicted November 5, 1875, in Lawrence Justice’s Court. 
Pardoned, except as to costs, January 7, 1876, on petition'signed 
by the County Judge and other officers of the Court, who rep- 
resent that Cash is a great expense to thé county, and think that 
the example of his convietion and punishment has already 


Ki 
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accomplished all that a further continuation of the latter can 
be expected to. 


ERB. HUCKABY. 


Crime, assault with intent to kill; sentence, Penitentiary for 
three years ; convicted at the May term, 1875, of the Pope County 
Circuit Court. Pardoned January 14, 1875, on petition signed 
by the Prosecuting Attorney, J, P. Byers, and numerous citi- 
zens ; the evidence of the witnesses, upon the whole is con- 
tradictory and conflicting; Huckaby is only eighteen years old 
and think his punishment sufficiently great. 


plus 


SOPHRONIA WATSON, 


Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted. at the December term, 1875, of the Hempstead County 
‘Circuit Court. Pardoned January 17, 1876, on petition of the 
Prosecuting Attorney D. W. Jones, the officers of the Court, and 
numerous good citizens of the county. She (S. Watson) is very 
ignorant, and scarcely responsible for her acts; they believe that 
. She was a victim of a plot to keep persons more guilty than her- 
self out of trouble; she has an infant, and no one to take care 
of it. 

JOHN B. DANBY. | 

Crime, selling liquor without license; sentence, thirty days in 
jail and one hundred dollars fine; convicted February 1, 1876. 
Pardoned February 3, 1876, on petition that they believe a ref- 
ormation may be wrought by the change. 


% ۱ | NANCY MCLUNG. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; convicted 
at the February term, 1876, of the Sevier County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned March 9, 1876, on petition signed by the Judge, 
Prosecuting Attorney, and numerous citizens, who  repre- 
sent that Naney McLung is an old citizen of 60 years of age, 
has always been upright and just, the property stolen only 
amounted to $3.00, which she took from her nephew. 


[ 59 ] 


JAMES BLEDSOW. 


Crime, violation of the liquor law ; sentence, thirty days in jail 
and $100.00 fine; convicted at the February term, 1876, of the 


. Franklin County Cireuit Court. Pardoned March 13, 1876, on peti- 


tion signed by Judge, Jury, and Attorneys, who represent, 

that Bledsow is a poor, ignorant man, and really did not 
know he was committing a crime ; he has served eighteen days of his 
term, his further confinement will be a | dead weight on the county 
and will accomplish no good. 22 t 


JIM YOUNG. 


Crime, grand laxceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; : 
convicted atthe June term, 1875, of the Ouachita County Circuit 
Court, Pardoned March 20, 1876, on petition of officers, jurors, and 
attorneys of the court, who think that he eommitted the 
offense in an unguarded moment, that he has up to the time of 
imprisonment uniformly borne a most excellent character, that 
he is a hard-working, industrious man. 


H. CLAY RUCKER, 


Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for two years; con- 
vieted (term, not given) in the Independence County Cireuit 
Court. Pardoned February 9, 1876১ on petition of Judge Byers ; 
Prosecuting Attorney, and others, who represent that Rucker — 
had a good character up to time of his conviction, and that 
he has a family in great need, they think it will make a better 
man of him, if pardoned. 

JOHN ECKSTEIN. 


Crime, lottery devices; sentence, $50.00 fine and costs ; con- 
. yicted in a Crawford Justice Court, February 19, 1876. Par- 
doned March 4, 1876, except as to costs, on petition of 
J. P. Byers, Prosecuting Attorney, and many citizens, who 
represent that Eckstein is now very feeble and in bad health, 
and that he has not the money with which to pay his fine and 
cannot get it, believing that he is not wholly guilty, and his 
punishment as an example is sufficient by being confined in Jail. 
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LEONAL LEONARD. 


‘Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for five years; con- 
‘victed at the May term, 1873, of the Crawford County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned March 4, 1876, on petition of J. H. Lenow, 
M. D., Surgeon Arkansas State Penitentiary, who. represents 
‘that Leonard has served about half of his time, that he has. 
: been suffering for the past twelve months with a chronic. 
disease of the eyes, and is almost totally. blind, and if confined 
‘in prison the whole of his term, will be very prejudicial to his. 
health, 


NATHAN DUDLEY. 


Crime, petit larceny; sentence, three months in County Jail, 
and fined twenty-five dollars; convicted at the March term, 1876, 
of the Crawford County Circuit Court, Pardoned March 29, 1876, 
except as to fine and costs, on petition of citizens, eto. 


LOUIS GARDNER, 


Crime, breach of the peace; sentence, three hundred dollars 
fine; convicted at the January term, 1876, of the Crawford Jus- 
tice Court. Pardoned April 11, 1876, on petition of numerous 
citizens. His character before was good, and he is a hard- 
working man. 1618 hoped that a reformation may be wrought 
by the change. | ex 


WILLIS COFFEE, 


Crime, theft; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; convicted 
at the January term, 1876, of the White County Circuit Court. 
.Pardoned April 12, 1876, on petition of numerous citizens. 
Willis Coffee was going down a road, and came aeross a saek of 
coffee, which he hid, with a view of appropriating it to himself, 
*as with that class of ignorant negroes," believing that the 
finder is the owner; he was tried and found guilty, and sentenced 
to one year in the State prison. Even if guilty, as charged, it 
is à question whether taking the sack of coffee under such cir- 
cumstances, is or was theft, of which the man was convicted. ` ۱ 
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ISAAC MCGUIST, 


. Crime, assault and battery; sentence, fined one hundred dol- 
lars and costs; donvieted February 11, 1876, in Lawrence 
Justice Court. Pardoned April 15, 1876, on petition signed by 
the jurors, Prosecuting Attorney, and the officers of the Court, 
beside many good citizens, who represent, that Isaae MeGuist is 
an old man of sixty years of age, is very poor, and has a large 


family dependent upon him for support, that previous to this | 


serape, his charaeter was good. 


THOMAS SMITH, _ i 


Idee: 


Crime, passing counterfeit money; sentence, Penitentiary for 
five years ; convicted at the March term, 1876, of the Jackson 


County Circuit Court. Pardoned May 4, 1876, on petition of 


the Judge, many members of the bar, and. numerous citizens, 
who think that the term of service already accomplished will 


work every benefit that would be effected by the full term of' 


his seutence. He has been a hard-working and honest man. 


GEORGE W. BELL. 


Crime, betting on faro; sentence, fifty dollars fine and costs;: 
convicted at the April term, 1876, of the Pulaski County Circuit 
Court, 'Pardoned, except as to costs, May 8, 1876, on. petition 
of many citizens, who represent, that some time in 1874 or 1875, 
that Bell bet against the game of faro, in this city, that there- 
after he was indicted, by the Grand Jury of Pulaski county, and. 
fined by the Circuit Court fifty dollars. He is a very’ poor 


man, without visible means of support, and has a large family, | 


that since he committed the erime that he was fined for he has. 
never played against said game. 


JAMES H. DILLON. 


Crime, selling liquors without license; sentence, thirty days. 
in Jail, and one hundred dollars fine; convicted at the March. 
term, 1876, of the Lawrence County Cireuit Court. Pardoned 


May 9, 1876, on petition of the Prosecuting Attorney, a portion. 


m— q 
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of the jurors and officers ef the Court, beside many citizens, 
who represent, that Dillon was a grocery-keeper, had some barrel 
liquors in stock, sold a customer a glass of cider, in which, at 
the same time and at the request of the purehaser, he mixed a 
little liquor in it, for which he was convicted, Said Dillon is a 
quiet, peaceable citizen, a poor man, and the head of a large and 
helpless family, and believe his family need his services more 
than the State. 
LAMBERT DEAN. 

Crime, raising a riot; sentence fifteen days in Jail, five dol- 
lars fine and costs; convicted at the April term, 1876, of a 
Pulaski Justice Court. Pardoned, except as to costs, May 13, 
1876, on petition of the Court before which he was convicted. 
Lambert Dean is a poor young man, with an aged mother to sup- 
port; in the riot, which he was instrumental in ae no one was 
hurt. 

KIAH ARNETT. 

Crime, perjury; sentence, Penitentiary for five years; con- 
victed at the May term, 1875, of the Yell County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned May 22, 1876, on petition s.gned by the Probate 
Judge, Clerk, a portion of the jurors, and many other influential 
citizens. The perjury of which he was convicted was in taking 
an oath in relation to an assault being made upon him by Lewis 
(a desperate character), he is a very ignorant, but hard-working 
man, and has always begn an honest and well-thought-of negro, 
he has a mortal fear of personal difficulties, and is susceptible 
to intimidation, and it is confidently alleged by reliable gentle- 
men that Lewis used such foul means to procure Arnett’s perjury 
in his own behalf. | 

"MARY GUINN. 

Crime, aggravated assault; sentence, thirty days in Jail and 
fifty dollars fine; convicted at the May term, 1876, of the Pulaski 
County Circuit Court. Pardoned, except asto costs; May 23, 1876, 
on petition of the Justicein whose court the case was tried, many 
citizens, and Dr. Breysacher, who has been attending her in 
recent siekness, aud thinks that further confinement in jail 
. will be detrimental to her health, 
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SAMUEL WAUGH. 
Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; convicted 
at the December term,-1875, of the Independence County Circuit ` 
Court.. Pardoned May 30, 1876, on petition of Gov. Baxter and 


others. A hog belonging to Ed. Morrison was found in the. 


possession of Samuel Waugh. The defendant proved by sundry 
witnesses that he had purchased the hog from one Young, and 


` had exercised ownership over it for some time. 
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FANNIE SAMPLE, 

Crime, assault with a deadly weapon; sentence, Connty Jail 
for thirty days and one hundred dollars fine; convicted April 
12, 1876, in a Pulaski Justice Court. Pardoned June 2, 1876, 
on petition of the Justice who tried the case. She is a yery 
poor woman, and it is hoped that a reformation may be مس‎ 
by the change. 

LOUIS LENY AND ISIDOR MUNDT. 


Crime, selling goods at auction without paying tax; sentence, 
fine of two hundred dollars and costs; convicted at the May term, 
1876, of the Phillips County Circut Court. Pardoned, except as 
to costs, June 9, 1876, on petition of the County Judge, Prose- 
euting Attorney and many citizens. Louis Levy and Isidor 
Mundt were engaged in an auction house as employes, the 
owner of which had procúred a license in his own name. They 
committed the crime through ignorance, believing that the law ` 
did not require employes to pay tax. 


SAMUEL POUNDERS. 


. Crime, removing mortgaged property ; sentence, Penitentiary 
for one year; convicted at the February term, 187 6, of the Ashley 
County Circuit Court. Pardoned June 14, 1876, on petition of 
the speeial prosecutor and many citizens of Louisiana, who 
believe Mr. Pounders ignorant of the crime committed, He has 
always borne a good character, orderly and gentlemanly man- 
ners, habitually sober and industrious; has a family in very ‘ 
destitute circumstances, who need his assistance. ٠ 


* 
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ALEXANDER WILLIAMS. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for five years ; convicted. 
at the March term, 1875, of the Monroe County Circuit Court, 
Pardoned June 14, 1876, on petition of the County Judge, 
Prosecuting Attorney, other officers of the court and numerous. 
citizens who represent that Williams is a young German, 
ignorant, and evidently used as a tool by the other parties impli- 
` ‘cated, and think he has been sufficiently punished for his crime. 


EDWARD CLARK. 


Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; con- 
` victed at the Spring term, 1874, of the Jefferson County Circuit. ' 
Court, * Pardoned June 27, 1876, on a petition very numerously 
signed by citizens of Jefferson county, who represent that they 
have known Clark to have been an honest and hardworking man, 
and that he was induced to assist in disposing of the property 
charged to have been taken, thinking t that he was committing no 
, crime in domes 80. 
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JOHN SMITH. 


Crime, voluntary manslaughter; sentence, two years; con-- 
victed July 9,1875, in the Miller County Circuit Court. Pardoned 
July 10, 1876, upen petition signed by numerous influential 
citizens. 


THOMAS THORNTON. 


.. Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary seven years; con-- 
vieted at the Aprik term, 1876, of the Monroe County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned July 12, 1876, on petition purported to be 
signed by the Circuit Judge, Prosecuting Attorney, Circuit Clerk, 
Sheriff and many good citizens of Monroe county, and all of the 
jurors, but since found out to be a forgery, and he, together with 
the man (Pledger) who forged the petition, have been arrested. 


DICK THURMAN. 


* Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for two years and six 
. months; convicted at the August term, 1875, of the Sebastian 
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County Cireuit Court, Pardoned July 13, 1876, on petiiton signed 
by numerous citizens of Sebastian county, who represent that they 
have known Thurman for some years, and that he has been an 
honest and well behaved man up to the time of his convietion, 
and think that his sentence was too great for the offense. 


JOHN KENADY. 


Crime, illegal cohabitation; sentence, twenty-five dollars and 
costs; convicted at the June term, 1876, of the Independence 
County Circuit Court. Pardoned July 24, 1876, on petition of the 
Judge, Prosecuting Attorney, Clerk and Sheriff, together with 
various other good citizens, who represent that John Kenady and 
Mary Dunlap, are very poor and havefour children to take care of. 
They think their punishment has been sufficiently great. 


MARY DUNLAP. 


٠ Crime, illegal cohabitation; sentence, twenty-five dollars fine 
and costs ; convicted at the June term, 1876, of the Independence 
County Circuit Court. Pardoned July 24, 1876, on petition of. 
the Judge, Prosecuting Attorney, Clerk and Sheriff, together with 
various other good citizens, who represent that John Kenady and 
Mary Dunlap are very poor, and have four children to take care 
of. They think their punishment is sufficiently great. 

C. A, PHELPS. 

Crime, selling liquor without license; sentence, County Jail 
for thirty days and one hundred dollars fine ` convicted July 25, 
1876, in the. White County Cireuit Court. Pardoned July 26, 
1876, except as to costs,on petition of the Judge and Prosecuting 
Attorney, who represent that Phelps had paid all the law required, 
but had not proceeded in-his business precisely as the law directs 

BETTIE HILL. 

Crime, petit larceny ; sentence, County Jail ninety days; con- 
vieted June 6, 1876, in a Pulaski Justice Court, 56 
except costs, August 19, 1876, on petition stating that the proof 
‘was not conclusive and the property nominal, and thinks a refor- 


mation may be wrought. 
9 A | 
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GEORGE SCOTT. 


` *Orime, castigating his wife; sentence, one hundred dollars fine ; 
convicted April 27, 1876, in the Pulaski County Circuit Court. - 
Pardoned, except as to costs, August 30, 1876, on petition of 
County Judge, County Clerk, Sheriff and many other good citi- 
zens who represent that Scott's wife had abused him m many 
ways, and that he unfortunately plead guilty of castigating his 
wife for alleged crookedness on her part. George has been an 
upright and an honest man and-believe his punishment to have 
been sufficient for the offense, in consideration that his wife has 
retired with another individual. | 


HENRY LOGAN. 


Crime, seduction ; sentence, six months in jail, and one dollar 
fine ; convicted at the April term, 1876, of Pulaski County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned September 2, 1876, on petition signed by the 
special Judge of the Circuit Court, and many good citizens, who 
represent that Logan has always been a peaceful and an honest 
man; that the woman in question is of د‎ loose character, and 
that the crime could not have been committed atthe time by him. 


JAMES DIXON. 


Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for two years; con- 
yicted:at the May term, 1875, of Pulaski County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned September 5, 1876, on petition of the Prosecuting 
Attorney and numerous citizens of Pulaski county. The offense 
for which he.is sentenced is the stealing of a pair of jeans pants, 
worth two dollars, and think the punishment too great. 


MONT. WILLIAMS. + 


Crime, assault with a deadly weapon; sentence, one year in 
jail and fifty dollars fine; convicted at the January term, 1876, 
of Pulaski County Circuit Court. Pardoned September 6, 1876, 
on petition signed by good citizens of Pulaski county, who repre- 
sent that Williams is in very bad health, and that his family 
need his services more tham the State. 116 was sentenced for 
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ien months and fined fifty dollars, and has already served nine 
months of his time. 


MARCELLUS ۰ 


Crime, assault with intent to kill and murder ; sentence, Pen- 
itentiary for three years; convicted at the June term, 1875, of 
Johnson County Circuit Court. Pardoned September 15, 1876, on 
petition thab Sartin's character had been good up to the time of 
conviction, and that the -assault was brought on by the other 
party. ` | | 

JAMES GWINN. 

Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for two years; 
convicted at the May term, 1875, of Yell County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned September 27, 1876, on petition of the Prosecuting 
Attorney, County Judge, County Clerk, a majority of the mem-. 
bers of the “bar,” and numerous citizens, who think that Gwinn 
has been sufficiently punished, and from the evidence of the case, 
think his جوا وت‎ enough. 


H. C. BLACKWOOD. 


Crime, bigamy; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; con- 
victed at the October term, 1875, of Howard County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned, October 2, 1876, on petition of several officers of the 
Court; and numerous citizens, Blackwood isa quiet, steady and 
industrious young man, and capable of making a good and useful 
citizen, The crime was committed wholly through error and 
ignorance. রী 

W. H. JACKSON. 


Crime, assault; sentence, one year in jail and one hundred 
dollars fine ; convicted at the April term, 1876, of the Pulaski 
County Circuit Court. Pardoned Octobed 2, 1876, on petition 
that Jackson was simply an accomplice of one Scott, who has been 
pardoned, and think his (Jackson's) punishment has been suffi- 
ciently great. | 

JACK SHEFFIELD. 

Crime, gaming; sentence, one hundred dollars and costs ; con- 

victed at the October term, 1876, of the Pulaski County Circuit 
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Court. Pardoned, except costs, October 10, 1876, on petition of 


several prominent gentlemen, who represent that Sheffield is د‎ 
very poor man and has.no means with which to pay his fine. 


JAMES STEEL. 
‘Crime, selling liquor to a minor; sentence, fine of twenty-five 
` . dollars and costs; convicted at the Fall term, 1876, of Crawford. 
County Circuit Court. Pardoned, except costs, October 11, 1876, 
on petition signed by the Prosecuting Attorney, all of the jury, 
and other citizens, that said minor to whom he sold the liquor 
appeared to be a man of full age, and any person might he easily 
mistaken in his age from his general appearance, and in selling 
te him was honestly deceived, and intended no violation of the law 
| 


HUGH ELDRIDGE. | | 


` Crime, assault and battery ; sentence, twenty-one days in jail 
and fifty dollars fine; convicted at the October term, 1876, of 
the St. Francis County Circuit Court. Pardoned October 28, 
1876, on petition, and hope a reformation may be wrought by the 


change. | 
5 WM. SMITH. 


“Cri ime, selling liquor without license; sentence, thirty days. 
in jail and one hundred dollars fine ; convicted at the February 
term, 1876, of a Franklin Justice Court. ` Pardoned Novem- 
ber 1, 1876, on petition of the Prosecuting Attorney for defend- 
ant, and many members of the bar, who represent, that Smith 
has paid -his fines and costs of prosecution, and think that is - 
punishment sufficient for the offense, Smith acted in good faith ` 
and believed that he had complied with all the (0000 of ` 


the law. 
CHARLES WATTS. 


Crime, grand lerceny ; ; Sentence, Penitentiary for five years; con- 
victed at the Spring term, 1875, of the Lee County Circuit Court 
Pardoned November 13, 1876, on petition of numerous citizens, that. 
there was doubt as to his guilt, and on astatement from R. G. Jen- 
nings, M.D., of State Prison, that there is great doubt as to 
whether Watts will live if confined longer in prison, as he has . 
been suffering greatly and is a cripple for life. d 
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d JAMES CLARK. 

. Crime, carrying deadly weapons; sentence, twenty-five dol- 
` lars fine and costs; convicted at the November 3rd, 1876, ina 
Pulaski Justice Court." Pardoned, except as to costs, November 
48, 1876, on petition, that while Clark was returning home from 
Little Rock, where he had been to sell his cotton, he put his 
pistol in the wagon, when it was taken from him, it is reasonable 
to believe that the pistol was nof concealed, he is a poor man 
and a cripple for life. | 
| W. P. BROMLEY. 0 

Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; con- 
victed at the May term, 1874, of the Scott County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned November 22, 1876, on petition signed by.the officers 
of the Court and numerous citizens, also by H. T. Booth, from 
whom the goods were stolen, they are perfectly satisfied that 
‘Bromley is innocent of the crime. 


JULIA TOMLIN. 


- Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; con. 
victed at the Novémber term, 1876, of the Phillips County Circuit ` 
Court. Pardoned November 22, 1876, on petition, they think 
her punishment has been sufficient to satisfy the law, and think: 
the change will bri "ng about a reformation. ` 


T. H. SIMMS. SÉ 


Crime, misdemeanor; sentence, one hundred dollars fine and 
costs; convicted at the November term, 1876, of the Hempstead 
County Circuit Court. Pardoned November 25, 1876, on petition 
signed by many influential citizens of Hempstead county, the 
crime with which he is charged, that of i issuing to James Humes 
and Priscella Burnett a marriage license, upon application that 
they were lawfully entitled to the same, that sabsequently it was 
found out that the parties named in said license were of different 
races, he well knew Humes, and that he was a colored man, but 
had no intimation that Priscella Burnett was a white woman, and 
believe him to. be innocent of the crime. 
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ED. TRENT. 


Crime, misdemeanor; sentence (none given); convicted at. 
the November term, 1875, of the Hempstead County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned November 29, 1876, on petition of many good 
citizens, who represent, Ed. Trent, as a minister of the Gospel, 
performed ‘the marriage ceremony between James Humes and 
Priscella Burnett, Humes being a negro man and Priscella Bur- 
nett a white woman, they first showing him the marriage license 
issued by the Clerk of said county, under the seal of his office, 
and think that Ed. Trent’s punishment too great, as he is a 
‘negro, and thought he was in the right, having no thoughts of 
committing a crime. 

JOSEPH TURNHAM. 


` Crime, assault with intent to kill; sentence, Penitentiary for 
three years; convicted at the December term of the Independ- 
ence County Circuit Court. Pardoned December 4, 1876, on 
petition signed by the Proseeuting Attorney, Judge, د‎ portion 
of the jurors and numerous good citizens, that Turnham had 
always been an honest, peaceful and a hard working boy up to 
the time of his misfortune, and it is hoped that the change will 
do much good in restoring him to his former self. 


W. W. KERSY. 1 R 


Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; con- 
victed at the April term, 1876, of the Pulaski County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned December 15, 1876, on petition that Kersy's. 
offense was very light, and think the law has already attained its. 
ends. 


JOHN ABEE. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; convieted 
at the August term, 1876, of the Marion County Circuit Court. 
Pardoned December 12, 1876, on petition signed by the Judge, 
Prosecuting Attorney, a portion of the jurors and numerous 
citizens, who represent that Abee is à young man, and think a 
reformation may be wrought by the change. 


Lau] 


LUCY NORINGTON. 


Crime, child murder; / sentence, one year ; convicted at the 
May term, 1876, of the Lee County Cireuit Court. Pardoned 


on petition signed by the jury and numerous citizens, they be- 


lieve that she is innocent of the crime, she is ۵ very young girl. 


to give birth to a baby, that the child was born in the night, and 
. was heard to cry, and when asked where it was, she threw a quilt 
off of her which she had around her, and it is very naturally sup- 
posed that, while trying to.conceal the birth, she- smothered it, 
there were no marks of ‘violence on the child. 


JOHN COTTON. 


Cifme, insulting language towards another; sentence, five 
dollars and costs; convicted at the November term, 1876, of 
the Pope County Circuit Court. Pardoned, December 20, 1876, 
on petition signed by numerous citizens of Pope county, who 
represent, that John Cotton is very young, being only fourteen 
years of age. 


~ í 


TERRENCE SMITH. 


Crime, felony ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; convicted 


at the March term, 1876, of the Crawford County Circuit 
Court. Pardoned January 2, 1877, on petition of numerous 
citizens, stating palliating circumstances. 


WM. PERRY. 


Crime; grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 


convicted at the October term, 1876, of the Pulaski County 
Circuit Court. Pardoned January 2, 1877, on petition of Jury 
and Judge, together with sworn statement of numerous witnesses 
as to his good character. | 


COMMUTATIONS. 


'The sentences of the following named Convicts have been 
commuted, having in all respects conformed to the requirements 
of the Act of theGeneral Assembly, approved January 31, 1867: 


0 
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. JOHN ENRIGHT. 

Crime, grandilarceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; con-. 
victed at the January term, 1874, of the Hempstead County 
Circuit Court. ` Commuted January 4, 1875. | 

WM. WILSON. 
. Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convieted at the January term, 1874, of the Phillips County 
Criminal Court. Commuted January 21, 1875. | 
| 1 WM. SCOLLARD. 

Crime, maiming; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; con- 
1060 at the February term, 1874, of the Mississippi County 
‘Circuit Court. Commuted January 21, 1875. 

۱ ۱ A. HOLMES. 

Crime, manslaughter; sentence, Penitentiary for two years; 
convicted at the March term, 1878, of the Franklin County 
Circuit Court. Commuted January 21, 1875. 

E. BURK. 

Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; con- 
victed at the January term; 1874, of the Pulaski County Crimi- 
nal Court. Commuted January-21, 1875. 

JAMES GUILFORD, 


Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; con- 
` vieted at the February term, 1874, of the Arkansas County Cir- 
cuit Court. Commuted February 10, 1875. 


M. MOSELY. 


Crime, lareeny; sentence, Penitentiary for five years; con- 
victed at the May term, 1870, of the Phillips County Circuit 
Court. Commuted March 2, 1875, 

J. FRANKLIN. 


Crime, assault with intent to kill; sentence, Penitentiary for 


| * [7] 

three and a half years; convicted at the October term, 1871, of 

the Desha County Circuit Court. Commuted March 2, 1875, 
^W. BURTON. 


Crime, obtaining goods under false pretenses; sentence, Peni- 
tentiary for one year; convicted at the.May term, 1874, of the 
Phillips County Circuit Court. Commutéd May 1, 1875. 

i 1 ' 


T. WASHINGTON. 


| Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for two years; con- 
victed at the May term, 1873, of the Monroe County Circuit 
Court. Commuted May 1, 1875. 


G. JOHNSON. 


Crime, passing forged. orders; sentence, Penitentiary for four 
years; convicted at the September term, 1871, of the Jefferson 
County Circuit Court. Commuted July 6, 1875. 


T. DAVIS. 
Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for five years; con- 


victed at the October term, 1870, of the Arkansas oan Circuit 
Court. Commuted July 14, 1875. 


F. DAVIS. 


Crime, murder; sentence, Penitentiary for two years; con- 
vieted at the September term, 1873, of the Desha County Circuit 
Court. Commuted August 4, 1875. 


DAN RHODES. 


Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; con- 
victed at the September term, 1874, of the Union County Cir- 
cuit Court. Commuted September 6, 1875. 


ANNA REID. 


Crime, murder in the first degree ` sentence, Death ;- convicted 
at the September term, 1875, of the Prairie County Circuit 
Court. Commuted, September 10, 1875, to ten years in prison. 
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B. SORRELLS. 

Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; ` 

convicted at the October term, 1874, of the Lincoln County 
. Circuit Court. Commuted October 2, 1875. 


x 


. "T. CURTIS. 
Crime, “manslaughter ; sentence, Penitentiary for two years; 
. convicted at the November term, 1873, of the Phillips County 
Circuit Court. Commuted October 2, 1875. 


R. WALKER. ; | 

Crime, lareeny; sentence, Penitentiary for five years; con- 
victed at the October term, 1870, of the Sebastian County Cir- 
euit Court. Commuted October 19, 1875. 

F. WALKER. 

Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for five years; con- 
victed at the November term, 1870, of the Sebastian County 
Circuit Court. Commuted November 1, 1875. 

۱ P. WILLIAMS. | | 
: Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for three years ; 
eonvicted al the January. term, 1873, of the Phillips County 
Criminal Court, Commuted November 26, 1875. 


| E. AVERA. 

Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 

convicted at the December term, 1874, of the Ouachita County 
Circuit Court. Commuted November 26, 1875. 


S. DAVIS. 


Crime, involuntary manslaughter; sentence, Penitentiary for ` 
one year; convicted at the December term, 1874, of the Oua- 
chita County Circuit Court. Commuted November 26, 1875. 


Ww. WEBB. 


` Crime, manslaughter; sentence, Penitentiary for two years; 
convicted at the January term, 1874, of the Chicot County Cir- 
euit Court. Commuted December 3, 1875. 


x 
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` D. BERRY. 


Crime, murder in the first degree ; sentence, to be hung; con- 
vieted at the ب‎ term, 18 , of the St. Francis County 
Circuit Court. Commuted, December 22, 1875, to imprisonment 
for life. | 


ZA 


J. SCOTT, 


Crime, manslaughter ` sentence, Penitentiary for two years; 
eonvicted at the February term, 1874, of the Lafayette County 
Circuit Court.. Commuted January 10, 1876. u 


JOHN MEAD. 


Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; con- 
vieted at the January term, 1875, of the Phillips County Circuit 
Court. Commuted January 14, 1876. 


J. SIMPSON. 


Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted atthe February term, 1875, of the Woodruff County 
Circuit Court. Commuted February 4, 1876. 


A. SMITH. 


Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
‘convicted at the February term, 1875, of the Chicot Connty 
Circuit Court. Commuted February 9, 1876, 


JAMES GREEN. 


Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the February term,.1875, of the Chieot County 
Circuit Court. Commuted February 9, 1876. 


W. WILLIAMS. 


Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year j 
convicted at the February term, 1875, of the Chicot County 
‘Circuit Court. Commuted February 9, 1876. | 
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J. GILBERT. f 

Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; con- 

‘victed at the February term, 1875, of the Prairie County Circuit 
Court. Commuted February 9, ۰ 


J. VANDERMARK. 


Crime, robbery; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; con- 
victed at the April term, 1873, of the Drew County Circuit 
‘Court. Commuted February 26, 1876. 


D 


JOHN RUSHING. 
Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; con- 
victed at the March term, 1875, of the Crittenden County Circuit 
Court. Commuted February 26, 6. 


ANDY WILL. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; convicted 
at the April term, 1875, of. the Clark County Cireuit Court. 
Commuted March 20, 1876. 


JOHN HENRY. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; convicted 
‘at the April term, 1875, of the Pulaski County Circuit Court. 
Commuted March 20, 1876. 


den s SAM. YATES. 


Crime, larceny and false pretenses; sentence, Penitentiary for 
‘one year; convicted at the April term, 1875, of the Pulaski 
County Cireuit Court. Cummuted March 20, 1876. 


JOHN LANE. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; convicted 
‘at the Spring term, 1875, of the Franklin County Circuit Court, 
‘Commuted March 20, 1876. | 

F. HENRY. 


. Crime, burglary ; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; ০০৪ 
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victed at the May term, 1873, of the Lafayette County Circuit. 
Court. Commuted March 30, 1876. ۰ 


"24 


R. CHERRY. 
Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; con- 
vieted at the April term, 1875, of the Lincoln County Circuit. 
Court. Commuted April 3, 1876. 


E. JACKSON. 
Crime, rape; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; con-- 


victed at the June term, 1873, of the Pulaski County Circuit 
Court. Commuted April 3, 1876. . ” 


M. HUNTER. 


Crime, bigamy ; sentence, Penitentiary for three years; con-- 
victed at the June term, 1873, of the Crittenden County Circuit 
Court, Commuted April 3, 1876. 


P. M'EINNEY. 


Crime, receiving stolen property; sentence, Penitentiary for: 
one year; convicted at the April term, 1875, of the Pulaski 
County Circuit Court. . Commuted April 3, 1876. 


t 


H. PALMER. 


Crime, obtaining money under false pretenses; sentence, 
Penitentiary for one year; convicted at the April term, 1875, of 
the Lincoln County Circuit Court. Commuted April 6, 1876. 


G. SUTHERLAND. 7 


Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for five years; con-- 
victed at the April term, 1871, of the Washington County 
Circuit Court. Commuted April 10, 1876. 


C. WALTERS. 


Crime, murder; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; con-- 
 vieted at the April term, 1875, of the Pulaski County Circuit. 
Court: Commuted April 20, 1876. 


. 
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H. BEERS. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; convicted 
at the April term, 1875, of the Pulaski County Circuit Court. 
Commuted April 27, 1876. 


J. J. TILES. 


Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the May term, 1875, of the Jefferson County Circuit 
Court. Commuted May 3, 1876. 


H. M ELROY. 


Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the May term, 1875, of the Jefferson نو‎ Circuit 
Court. Commuted May 3, 1876. 


J. DEVINE, 


Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the May term, 1875, of the Phillips County Circuit 
Court. Commuted May 17, 1876. 


JOHN KNIFER. 


Crime, grand *larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the May term, 1875, of the Phillips County Circuit 
Court. Commuted May 17, 1876. 

SAMUEL HUMPHRIES. 

Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the May term, 1875, of the Ouachita County Circuit 
Court. Commuted’ May 17, 1876. | 

R. GOODWIN. 

Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the May term, 1875, of the Ouachita County Circuit 
Court. Commuted May 17, 1876. ` 

ISOM M'CANTS. 
Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for five years; 
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convicted at the September term, 1871, of the Washington 
County Cireuit Court. Commuted May 20, 1876. 


v 


JAMES BEATY. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; convicted 
at the August term, 1875, of the Boone County Circuit Court. 
Commuted August 8, 1876. 


CHARLES ROBERTSON. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Peuitentiary for one year; convicted 
at the August term, 1875, of the Prairie County Circuit Court. 
Commuted August 8, 1876. 


J. WILLIAMS. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; convicted. 
at the August term, 1875, of the Sevier County Circuit Court. 
Commuted August 8, 1876. 


S. W. 75 


Crime, burglary; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; con- 
victed at the August term, 1875, of the Prairie County Circuit. 
Court. Commuted August 8, 1876. 


JOHN DAVIS. 


Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; 
convicted at the August term, 1875, of the Searcy County Circuit 
Court, Commuted August 8, 1876. 


` HALL CROOK. 


Crime, felony ; ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; convicted 
at the September term, 1875, of the Drew County Circuit Court. 
Commuted September 2, 1876. | 


HENRY MOORE. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; convicted 
at the September term, 1875, of the Lonoke County Circuit 
Court. Commuted September 2, 1876. 
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JOHN MILLER. 
Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; convicted 
at the September term, 1875, of the Lonoke County Circuit 
Court. Commuted September 2, 1876. 


R 


HENRY JUNAT, 


Crime, arson ; sentence, Penitentiary for three years ; convicted 
at the November term, 1873, of the Pulaski County Circuit 
Court. Commuted September 2, 1876. 


HENRY PETIS. 


Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for two years; 
convicted at the October term, 1874, of the Crawford County 
Cireuit Court. Commuted September 2, 1876. 


ALLEN COLE. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one and a half 
years; convicted at the April term, 1875, of the Clark County 
. Circuit Court. Gommuted September 12, 1876. 


JOHN MARONEY. 


Crime, larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one and a half ` 


years; convicted, at the April term, 1875, of the Clark County 
Circuit Court. Commuted September 12, 1876. 


FRANK WALLACE, 
Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the September term, 1875, of the Crawford County 
‘Circuit Court. Commuted September 12, 1876.. 


€. H. MORRIS. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; convicted 
at the September term, 1875, of the Lawrence County Circuit 
Court. Commuted September 12, 1876. 


H 


SALLIE JONES. | 
Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; convicted. 


Ki 
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at the Oetober term, 1875, of the Pulaski County Circuit Court. 
` Commuted September 21, 187 6. 


TRIM. JOHNSON. ও 


Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; ` 
convicted at the October term, 1875, of the Columbia County 
Cireuit Court. Commuted September 26, 1876. 


D 


WM. TAYLOR. 


Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; ; 
convicted at the October term, 1875, of the Lee County Circuit 
= Court. ‘Commuted October 17, 1876. 


CHARLES "ROSS. ۰ 


` Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; convioted ` 
at the October term, 1875, of the Pulaski County Circuit Court. 
Commuted, October-i7, 1876. | 


HENRY JONES. 


+ Crime, lare weng ز‎ sentence, Penitentiary for one year; convicted 
at the October term, 1875, of the Chicot County Circuit Court. 
Commuted October 24, 1876. 


SAMUEL JONES. | 


Crime, larceny ; senténce, Penitentiary for one year ; convicted 
at the October term, 1875, of the Chicot County Cireuit Court. 
Commuted October 24, 1876. 


JOE THORNTON. 


Crime, larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; convicted 
at the October term, 1875, of the Chicot County Circuit Court. 
Commuted October 24, 1876. 


P. HANCOCK, 


Crime, involuntary manslaughter; sentence, Penitentiary for 
6 A | 


* 
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one year; convicted-at the October term, 1875, of the Craighead 
County Circuit Court, Commuted October 24, 1876. 


J OHN PARE 


Crime, Geen larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 


convicted at the Fall term, 1875, of the Ouachita County Circuit. 
Court. Commuted November 15, 1876. — 


JOHN GREEN. 

Crime, grand larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the November term, 1875, of the Phillips County 
Circuit Court. Commuted November 20, 1876. 

CHARLES, BAKER. 


Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; 
convicted at the November term, 1875, of the Phillips Coane 
Circuit Court. 00700000190 November 20, 1876. 


G. WALLACE, 


Crime, grand. larceny; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the November term, 1875, of the Phillips County. 


Circuit Court. Commuted November 20, 1876. 
WM. DANIELS, 


Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year ; 
convicted at the November term, 1875, of the Phillips 0 
Circuit Court. _Commuted November 20, 1876. 


LOUIS BLANCHARD. 


Crime, grand larceny ; sentence, Penitentiary for one year; 
convicted at the November term, 1875, of the Phillips County 
` Cireuit Court. Commuted Novémber 20, 1876. 


.$ 


| A. ALLEN. | | ۱ 
Crime, assault with intent to kill; sentence, Penitentiary for 

three years; convicted at the Fall term, 1874, of the Desha 
County Circuit Court. “Commuted November 20, 1876. 


* 


was 
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ALLEN MATHEWS. 


Crime, burglary ; sentence, Penitentiary for three years ; con- 
victed at the January term, 1874, of the Sebastian County Cir- 
cuit Court, Commuted November 20, 1876. 


A 


7 . ` JAMES CUNNINGHAM. 


Crime, murder in the first degree ` sentence, to be hung ; مه‎ 


` victed at the October term, 1876, of the Lincoln County Circuit 
Court. Commuted, December 11, 1876, to imprisonment in the 
تست ای‎ for life, | ME. 
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p <" Rone ما‎ ; dE 
The Speaker shall take the chair at the hour’ ` 
to which fhe House shall have adjourned, and 
immediately call. the House to order, and in case ` 
the Speaker of the House shall be absent, from ` 
sickness. or from .any other cause, except for 


call a Speaker pro tem. to the chair, who. shall per- 

form all the duties of the Speaker until the regular 

RULE 2, ` 

Order of business, viz: 

. 1. Rolleal ` | 
"P ray Y. ; . š 5 d 

3. Heading of the journal of the preceding day. 

. 4. Unfinished business. . gf 

9. Petitions and memorials, ` R 
' . Reports of select committees. 

7. Reports of standing committees. 


- 


` سصر 


t æ 


نس 


"LL L4]. 
1 8. Special orderoftheday.  . 
.9, Motions, resolutions and notices. 
. 10. Introduction of bills. KC" 2 2 rid 
‘li. Executive messages, and other executive, 
. Uv ,' communications, | | 7 
. ‘1Z Messages from the Senate, and Senate amend- 
. ments to House bills. تت‎ SSC ۱ 
. 38. Bills and resolutions from the Senate, on 
ZEN their first reading. - کو‎ 
. 14. House bills on second reading. . EU 
15. Senate bills on second reading. রর 
16. House and Senate bills on third reading. ` 
17. "General order ofthe day. . 
0 RULE 9۰ ` 171 
The Speaker shall preserve decorum and. order; 
` may speak to points of order in preference to other . 
- members (rising from his ehair for that purpose), 
and shall decide questions of order, subject to an 
appeal to the House by any two members. , 
7 RAE RULE 4. بک‎ | ie 
The Speaker shall put the question distinctly, in 
‘this form to-wit: “All those in favor (as the case 
may be), signify by saying Aye; contrary, say No.” . 
7 (07 0, ROBS ` | 
If the Speaker doubt, or a division be ealled for 
` by any member, the House shall divide; those in 
`` the affirmative shall rise from their seats and stand ` 
` until they are counted aloud by the Speaker, and. 
‘then take their.seats; those voting in the negative 
shall rise and.stand until they are counted, as bé- 
. fore; and then the Speaker shall state the vote to. 
Ü `` ROLE 6. 


. Any member may ‘call for a statement of the ` | 
question, whieh the Speaker may give sitting. | 


LS] 


۱ RULE 7. | 
All committees shall be appointed by the Speaker, 
unless otherwise directed by the House, in which, 
casé they shall be appointed by ballot, and the per- 


son, or persons, having the highest number of votes, 


shall be appointed, unless a, greater number than 

réquired to compose the ‘committee shall have an 

equal number of votes, in which case the House 

shall proceed to a further ballot, ۱ i 

۱ RULE 8. | 

In all cases of ballot by the House, and in al 

questions where the p nays are ealled, the 
Speaker shall vote, he being the last in voting. 
RULES. ` د‎ - 


The Speaker, with three members, shall be a suf 
ficient number to adjourn; five to move a call of the 
House, and send for absent members. In all cases 
where an absent member shall be sent for, and he 
shall fail to attend in obedience to the summons, the 
report of the messenger shall be entered. upon the 


journal. ; | 
RULE 10: GE 
When a member is about to speak, in debate or 
otherwise, he shall arise from his seat and address 
himself to “Mr. Speaker." ہے‎ — ’ 
. تت‎ RULE HU, S noo 
If any-member in speaking, or otherwise, trans- 
gress the rules of the House, the Speaker shall, or 
any member may call bim to order, in which ease 
the member so called to order shall immediately: 


Ki 


` take his seat, unless permitted to explain, and the ' 


House shall, if appealed to, decide in the case with- 
qut debate. If there be no appeal, the decision of 


KO 


١‏ تع 


the chair shall be submitted to, and if the decision: 
be in favor of the member called to order, he shall 
be at liberty to proceed. . ۰. "8 

١ Posi |. "EE 

When two or more members address the Speaker ` 
at the same time, the Speaker shall decide which . 
one is entitled to the floor. 

Rex ۰ 
No member shall speak more than once on. the 
same question, without leave of the House, unless 
he be the mover, proposer or introducer of the mat- 
ter pending, in which case he shall be permitted to: 
speak in reply, but not-antil every member choos 
ing to speak shall have spoken. 
RULE 14. 

While the Speaker is putting the question, or 
addressing the House, no one shall walk out of or 
across the House; neither in such case, nor when a 
member is speaking, shall any private discourse be . 
entertained; nor while. a member is speaking shall 
any one 0883 between him and the Chair. 

Burg 15. 

Every member who shall be inside of the bar of 
the House when the question is put, shall vote» 
unless the House shall excuse him. ۳ 

RULE 16. 0 

When a motion 15 made axid seconded, it shall be 
strictly put by the Speaker; or, if in writing, it 
shall be handed to the Clerk, and by him read aloud 
before debate. “All motions submitted in' writing 
shall not require a second.  . 

g RULE 17. . 

Every motion shall be in writing, if the Speaker 


or any member may desire it. 
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RULE 18. ` 


After a motion is stated by the Speaker, or read 
by the Clerk, it shall be deemed to be in possession 
of the House. | 

RULE 19. 

When a question is under debate, no motion shall 
` be received but to adjourn, to lay on the table, for ` 
the previous question, to postpone to a day certain, 
to commit or amend, to postpone indefinitely, 
which several motions shall take precedence in the 
order in which they are stated. A motion tó ad- 
journ shall always be in order when the floor can be 
Obtained for that: purpose, and shall be decided 
without debate, provided.the previous question has. 
not been ordered. When a vote is being taken a 
: motion to adjourn shall not be in order; Provided, 
That after the previous question shall have been 
adopted the mover of the main question or ehair- 
man of the committee shall have the privilege of 
closing the debate and' be limited to one hour. 

In filling up. a blank, the longest time and th 
largest sum shall be taken first. 

. | RULE 21. 

When any debatable question. is before the House, 
any member may. move the previous question,- 
whether that question (called the main question) 
shall now be put. Ifit passin the affirmative, then 
the main question is to be put immediately; and no 
member shall debate it farther, either to add to or 


to alter. ` 
` Any: member may call for a division of the ques- 
tion when the same will admit of it. EE 


[8] 


مې 


RULE 29, 


The hour at which any motion is made toadjourn 
shall be entered on the journal. 
RULE 94, ۰ 
Upon a call of the House for taking the yeas and 
nays on any question, the names of the members 
shall be called alphabetically, and each, member 
shall answer from his seat. 


RULE 25. 
Any five members shall have the right to call for 
the yeas and nays. à | e 
| RULE 26. 


No eommitte shall sit during the sitting of the 
House without special leave. 
2E RULE 27. ۱ 
Any member may exeuse himself from serving 
on any committee, at the time of his appointment, 


if he is then a member of three other committees.: 


| : RULE 28. j 

No member of the House shall absent himself 
from the service of the House, unless he have leave, 
or be.sick, or be unable to attend. 

RULE 29. 

Upon the call of the House, the names of the 
members shall be ealled by the Clerk, and the ab- 
sentees be noted; after which the names of 
absentees shall again be called, and those having no 
excuse, or an insufficient oneis made, shall not be 
entitled to receive a certificate of attendance for the 
time he or they may have been: absent, 

RULE 80. ` | 


No bill shall be introduced out of the regular 


order of business.except on motion, and on leave of 


"i TU ER 


ok 
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the house obtained; and all bills and resolutions 

shall be taken up in the order in which they were 

introduced, unless.otherwise decided by the House. 
DP RULE 31. 

The first reading of à bill shall be for: informa- 
tion, and if oppo aon be made to it, the question 
shall be, “Shall the bill be rejected?’ If no oppo- 
sition be made, or if the question to reject be lost, 
the bill shall go to a second reading. . I 

RULE 82. 

| on the second reading of a bill, the Speaker 

shall state it is ready for commitment, amendment 
or engrossment, and if committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House, the House shall determine on 
what day, or if the House order the bill engrossed, 
the House shall appoint the day when it shall be 
read a third time, but if it be not ordered engrossed 
on the day of its being recorded, it shall be: placed 
on the journal file, on the clerk's table, to be taken 


up in order. 
RULE 89, 


À. bill ordered to be engrossed, shall be executed 
in a fair, legible hand; when a bill shall pass, it 


‘Shall be certified by the Clerk noting the time of 


its passage at its foot. 
f RULE 84, 

In forming a Committee of the Whole the 
Speaker shall leave the chair, and a chairman to 
preside in the committeeshall be by him appointed, 
who shall take his seat at the Clerk's desk. 

RULE 85. 


Upon bills committed to a Committee of the 
Whole the bill shall first be read throughout by the 


چمه 
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‘Clerk, and then again read and debated by elšuses, ` 
déier the preamble to. be last considered; the- 
body of the bill shall not be defaced or interlined, 
but all amendments, noting the page and line, shall 
be entered by the Clerk on a separate paper, and so 
reported to the House, After the report the bill 
Shell again be subject to be debated and amended 
by clauses, before the question to engross it be. 
taken, A | . "EE 
RULE 96. : om, 
All amendments made to reports committed to a. - 
Committee of the. Whole, shall be incorporated 
with the motion, and'be so reported, `` - E 


All amendments made to a report committed to- 


a Committee.of the Whole, shall be voted and re- ظ‎ 
ported, as in ease of bills. ۱ 


RULE 8৪, 


A motion for reconsideration shall be in order at. 
any time, and may be moved by any member of 
the House, but the question shall not be taken the 
same day, unless by unanimous consent; and, if lost, 
it shall not be renewed, or any vote taken on recon — 
sideration a second time, unless by consent of the’ . 
House. Ifthe motion to reconsider is not made on : 
the same day, one day’s notice shall be required to 
be given of the intention to make it. š 

RULE 39. 

No motion or proposition for a tax or charge upon 

whs و بای‎ Shall be discussed the day on which ibis. 
eor offered, and every such proposition shall ` 

রা its full discussion in s Committee of the . 
010۰ " : ۱ x 


1 ~ ` ` ۹ 


| 


š 


` 


Lu]. 
: 1 0 RULE. 40. š ١ i : 
No tax. or duties voted by a Committee of the: 
Whole shall be inereased in the House, until the. 
motion or proposition shall first be discussed: and. 
voted. in à Committee of the Whole, and so in re- 
spect to the time of its continuance. | 
99991 T" 
"Phe rules of proceeding in the House shall be 
observed in Committee of the Whole, and Im stand- 
ing and select committees, مه‎ far as they may be 
applicable in standing. and select committees, except ` 
limiting the number of times of speaking. ` ^. 


0 
x 


RULE 42, F 


No standing, rale or order shall be revised or 
amended without one day’s notice being given 
therefor. ١ : ۲ 
^  RULÉE 48. 

The Speaker shall have the right to name any. 
‘member to perform the duties.of the Chair, but such; - 
substitution shall not extend. beyond an adjourn- 
ment; aud if during the time of such substitution 
the Speakershall submit any proposition or motion, 
upon which, the House shall order a committee, 
such committee shall be appointed by the Speaker 
pro tem. X, | M 

`. RULE 44; TEM 

No person. except: members of the Senate and 
other officers, the Governor, ex-Governor, Secretary 
of State, the Auditor and Treasurer of State, Judges 
of the Supreme and Circuit Courts, Chancellor of 
the State, Governors and. ex-Governors, members. 
and ex-members of Congress and. of the State 
Legislatures, and of the judiciary of the several 
States, and the judiciary of the United States, and 
all other State officers, shall be admitted within the 


E 
* t 
: ` 


1o si 3 gu. T12] 
; t 
Jar o£ the - House of Representatives during the. | 


. Sitting of the same, without special leave of the ` 


| وت‎ or upon invitation of the Speaker, 7 
. RULE 45." 


I "The Speaker of the House shall be invested with ` 
discretionary powers to send communications to the ` 


| 


1 


j 


. Senate on all subjects where he may 0 it neces- - 


sary or expedient. 
` Rune 46. 
All memorials to ‘Congress of the "United States . 
` shall be read three times, and be subject to the same 
. rules and. وس‎ as s bills 5 
Si ULE ۰ 


On eall of the Hobo the business then postage 


| 


shall be suspended. one hour, and the absent mem." 


bers sent for, at Ce end of which time, the roll shall ` 
again be: ‘called, the absent members be noted, and 
the business: ‘suspended upon the call shall progress: 
Provided, however, That should the absent meni- 
` bers appear sooner the business then jd shall ` 
. 586 before the ون‎ ofthe hour. 
ULE 


| 


Two-thirds of the کت‎ present (provided. 


there be a-quorum) may Suspend the rules, and 
وت‎ motion m rules shall ودږ‎ " no. 
objection. be made. 
BUL LE 49, د‎ 


۱ "Smoking in the House during session. hours 18 | 


Ei strict forbidden, 5ے‎ 


g 


Tn every case not 2: ded torin these 0 the | 


Speaker shall be guided by the common parlia- ` 


mentary law of be land.as settled by the practice | 


of thé United. States শা Representatives, ` 
` Messages may always be 0 except while 


۱ 


1 


کو ہر pues‏ 


E ۳ . [18] ^ ۱ ۱ 
a question is being put, or while the yeas and nays : 
are being taken. di S M | P 


A register shall be kept by the Clerk of all bills. ` 


- introduced in the House, or transmitted for con- 
. eurrence from the Senate, in which shall be recorded, 
, under.appropriate heads, the progress of all such 
. bills, from the date of their introduction to the time 
-of their transmission, if House bills; to. the Gov- 
ernor, or, if Senate bills, their return to the Senate, - 
He shall also have the journal'of the House recorded 
in a well bound book, to be kept for that purpose, | 
and each day's proceedings shall be signed by the 
Speaker, attested by the Clerk, and, at the close of 
the session, filed in the office of Secretary of State. 
The journal, as the same is transcribed into a. 
record-book, shall "be carefully compared and 
revised by a committee to be appointed for that 


purpose. i ` 
The following standing committees shall be ap- 
pointed by the Speaker, at the commencement of 
each session, until otherwise ordered; said com- 
mittees shall consist of seven members, except the 
Judiciary Committee, which shall consist of nine 
members: -> | 
A Committee on the J سر‎ 
A Committee on Auditor'san 
A. Committee on the Militia, 
A Committee on Insurance. 
A Committee on Education, . ` | 
A. Committee on Internal Improvements. 
A Committee on Ways and Means, > . 
Committee on Agriculture. //. 4, 
A Committee on Counties and County Lines, 
A, Committee on Railroads. ৬1 


Treasurer’s Books, 


| 4 


. A Committee on Reads a nd Highways. 
A Committee on Enrolled Bills. "m 
A Committee on موا اف ا‎ Bills. 
A. اسان‎ ‘on Journal, - u 7 


AC 
A Committee on rtionment, 
A Committee on C App 
A Committee on Memorials. 
A Committee on Public Buildi 
. A Committee on Public 7 tures... 
A Committee on Federal Relations. ۱ 
۸ Committee on State Lands. 
` A Committee on Cireuit and. Justices’ Courts. 
A Committee on County and Probate Courts. 
A Committee on Cities and Towns, تت‎ 
. A Committee on Immigration. 
RULE 54. 


‘ There shall be no hawking or peddling wit 
the halls of . the: House. The gergeant-at-Arm 


shall see that. Ke rule is Ta strictly enforced, 
RULE 56.- ` ^ 


When the House adjourns it shall be to 9 :90 M 
n 


of the next succeeding day, unless another day, 8 
hout be سی‎ named. 


i 
Y 


a 


JOINT RULES - 


OP THE I d 

Senate and House of Representatives 
à ০. OF THE | | 
STATE OF ARKANSAS. 


JOINT SESSIONS. a 
. 1. Where any business shall require: a joint S68- 
. Sion of the Senate and. House of Representatives, 
the Senate, preceded by ite officers, shall be con- 
ducted. within. the bar of the House, and there: be 
`. seated ; the ۷۰ the Senate taking the 
` Speaker’s-ehair. ° i 


১১১০৪ 


OFFICERS ‘OF JO CONVENTIONS, 


2, The President of the Senate shall be the pre- 
siding officer of all joint sessions, and the Secretary 
of the Senate shall be the Clerk thereof; but the. 
٠ ١ Sei the Senate. سرن سے‎ of the | Howse 

shall keep a record. of the proceedings, to be 
enter. e the Journals of heir respective houses, 
MANNER OF PRESENTING BILLS, PTC: 


8. All bills, resolutions, votes and amendments, 
either house, to which ae 00٤ of both 


M 


` . Bueh confererice و‎ 
3 ۵پ‎ upon by the chairmen. 


. one house,shall be rejected by the other, notice 


ren 


necessary, às well as messages, shall be 07 
Ka the other by the Clerk or Seeretary of the house , 
from which they are sent, or their. Assistant Seere- 
n or Assistant Olerk. ' "m 

7.* ANNOUNCEMENT OF MESSAGES, - ۱ K 

. 4 When the Secretary of the Senate or Clerk of 
. the House, or either of their Assistants, shall wait 
upon the other house, notice thereof shall be given 
to the President or “Speaker b acts the Sergeant-at- 
, Arms or Doorkeeper, who sh Jare the same, . 
“and a copy of the message s ball be laid on the table. 
of the Olerk or Secretary. 

CONFERENCE, COMMITTEES. 


| 7 5 | , When either body shall request a KM 


appoi inta committee for that purpose, the other 
pet Shali also. WEN a committee to confer; ahd | 
IE be held at any time and. place! 


CONTENTS OF BILLS. 


6. "No bill shall be passed by either house, coti- 
Ee more یی(‎ one subj ect, which shall be coat, 


expressed i in the title. | 8 


du d OF KILIN: د ھ‎ ٢ | 


^". All bills, memorials or resolutions, ordered to: 
` be engrossed, shall be engrossed by the سب‎ of the 
Bonet in which the same originated. 


NOTICE OF REJECTION. . 
5 When & bill or resolution, whieh has — 


thereof shall be given to the house in which the 
same shall have passed. | 


» .. ENROLLMENT OF BILL. جو می‎ 
: 5 When a bill shall have. و وت‎ it 
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| Uo pm]. | 
` shall be'enrolled by the Enrolling Clerk of thatin . 
which it originated. ^ =.. | ۱ 
_ | EXAMINATION OF ENROLLED BILLS, f 
. | 106. When a bill is enrolled it shall be examined 
‘by a joint committee, composed of three members 
` of each house, appointed as a. standing committee 
for that purpose, and it shall be their duty to com- 
pare the enrolled with. the engrossed bills, correet 
any errors they may discover, and. report the same . 
forthwith to their respective houses. ` 
SIGNING OF BILLS, | 
fl. After examination and report by the Enroll- 
. ing Committee, each bill shall be signed first by the 
Speaker of the House ‘of Representatives, and then 
by the President of the Senate. E 
SENDING BILLS TO THE GOVERNOR. 


12. When a bill has been. signed by the Speaker 
of the House and. President of the Senate, it shall 
be delivered to the Governorby the Joint Committee 
on Enrolled Bills, who shall report to each house the 
day on. which such bill was delivered, which report 
jm be entered on the journals of the respective 

ouses. 

MANNER OF ENROLLMENT. 

18. No bill, resolution or memorial shall be sent 
to the Governor for his approval, unless the same 
shall have been clearly and fairly enrolled without, 
obliterátion.or interlineation. 

DISPENSING WITH RULES. ` 

14. No joint rule shall be dispensed with but by 
a concurrent vote of two-thirds‘of each house, and. 

_if either house shall violate a joint rule, the ques- 
tion of order may be raised in the other house, and 
decided in the same manner as in the case of a, 


سا 


violation of the rules o£ sueh house. 
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0 | ENROLLMENT QF BILLS. Ru LA S 
` M. All bills must be enrolled and reported to 
` ‘each house by the Enrolling Committee, within 

"three days after their passage: Provided, ‘That if 
the reconsideration of any bill is moved in either 
house, previous to its ۶ E to the Governor, 
. the Enrolling Committee shall -hold the same until 
_ final action is had. l এ 


+ 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


COMMITTEE, |‏ سر 
ARR, . WATSON, ۱ ۱‏ 
OF CLARK, HARRISON, op YELL,‏ موا 
WARREN, op CRAWFORD, FISHBACK, .‏ . 
MCKENNON, . [Me‏ 
DURHAM, ۱ GIBSON,‏ 
RICE, DAVIS, or POPE. ۱‏ 
AUDITOR'S AND TREASURER'S BOOKS.‏ 
AVERA, | BRALY, :‏ 
GIBSON.‏ .^ 
AEELITIA..‏ | 3 
EAGLE, . CHANEY,‏ 
WEAVER, : WILLIAMSON,‏ 
FISHER, PEOPLES,‏ 
ES.‏ 
EDUCATION, à‏ | 
STUBBS, | LAW HON,‏ 
HILL,‏ 
TATE, 2. Vy OF CRAWFORD ۱‏ 
SAWYER, WILLIAMS, or Hor SPRING,‏ 
"DAVIS, op 0 WAL GARDNER,‏ 


INTERNAL TMPROVEMEN ES. 
THOMAS 


AS, | BESTT 
BLANKENSHIP, * (BROCK, 
BROWN, . O. MURS 815, 


- 


۱ 
C ۰ (ai 


| l WAYS AND MEANS. 
XAR oF Umno, ^| STINSON 


cor THAM : DAVIS, oF SEARCY, | 
"E THOMASON, 3 
موس‎ EAGLE, - 
WATSON, | AVERA, 
HEARN. 

f AGRICULTURE. | 
CHANEY, i co HARRISON, or SALINE, ; 
CALLEN, | ` | BROCE 
COBB, "e: TONES: 

UE RI 9 š , A OR, ú 

۱ THOMASON, 

COUNTY AND COUNTY LINES, 

DUNAGIN, ` ,' DAVIDSON 

WEAVER, ٠ HARRISON, OF SALINE, 

MATNARD, -' , | MARTIN, OF FAULKNER, 
. LEE, : WHITSON, 

EN  ROADS:AND HIGHWAYS, 

SMITH; e DUNCAN, 

EBBERSON, 
- GARDNER, : WOFFORD, 
PEARCE, 

i + PENEFENTIARY. ١ 
3ئ‎ WILLIAMS OF Nirssrsstert, 
ESCH "or Hor SPRING, WEAVER تیف‎ i 

; S OLEMAN, or PHILLIPS, 
Ko = p. LY 
. BARNETT, Sch MAINARD, d? 
D BEST Š ې‎ 
1 ENE OLLED AND ENGROSSED BILLS. 
COTRAN . n | | HARES. 8 FAULKNE 
PEARCE, ‘| FOSTER, شا‎ 
18 ER 0 
۱ ELECTIONS. 
REID ۱ ٢ WILSON, 
ANDREWS, | . | PEBYY, ~ 
DONAHOO,. > GRAY, 
BARNETT, | . LEE, 


DURHAM, > - . Î WARREN, or CRAWFORD. 


PRINTING. 
RECTOR, ; ی‎ 
DAVIDSON, RICH. 

CLAIMS. 
HARRISON, oF YELL, . UNTER, 
LEE, i s | TENNINGS, | 
HEARN, 3 10K, - 
MATTHEWS, s WEAVER. 
PETITIONS. AND MEMORIALS, 
CUNNINGHAM BLANKENSHIP; 
WILLIAMS, OF سل‎ WHITSO 
WILLING, ii 
SMITH. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
WALKE 1 7 -| PRIDDY 
‘TATE, SCH 2 e | PONE, 
COBB, SAMS, 
DUNCAN, 
PUBLIC EXPENDITURES: 
FISHBACK, E STUBBS. | 
MORTON; | | ی‎ 
. MATTHEWS, i 


FEDERAL RELATIONS. 


COLEMAN, or CLARK BAGL 
FISHBAC ER, CUNNINGETAM, 
SAWY ` | RECTO 
Mc BN NOM” 
۱ STATE LANDS, 
GIBSON, RATCLIFFE, ` 
WATSON, | MORAD j 
PARES, 
HEARN. ۱ | 
CIRCUIT AND T USTICES COURTS. 
WATS BERRY, 
DAVIS. OF Porn, DURHAM, 
MILOR, WELLS, 
MARTIN, op DALLAS, . MCRAE, 
LAWHON, THOMAS. 


yey, 


1 


COOUNTY AND PROBATE চাই, 


- 


wues, ARTEN 
STANLEY,. WHITSON, 
OWN, SANS, 
IMMIGRATION, 
DAVIS OF POPE, ` ` REID 
— j ا‎ 
; 0 ` ` 
WOFFORD.” 
RAILROADS. 
BARNETT, , JACKS, 

: ROLESON, . . [|GRAY, | 
BEST, on, sg SE? WARREN or UNION. 
COTHAM, E. „` | CUNNINGHAM, 
| ` APPORTIONMENT. 

CUBAGE,  . . ` | HELL 
JENNINGS, .. IDDY 
THOMAS, . S WiLL IAs, or Hor SPRING. 
28 099 سه‎ UNION. ` 1 
^ ON JOURNAL. | 
FOSTER, MAINARD, 
MARTIN, oF Dass, .MOONEY, 
MORTON, ` চা 


CITIES AND TOWNS. 
RATCLIFFE 0 m OF SEAROY, 
. PEARC 


ANDREWS HERVY 
MURPHEY, COLEMAN, or PHILLIES, 


ود 
É.‏ 
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Of the Officers and Members of the Arkansas House of Representatives; 
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OFFICERS OF TEE HOUSH * 


Ei 
Za 
۱ IP ۹٣ 
را‎ M | | 
| Lë i 
Names. C] Nativity. | 15) Occupat’n| Religion. 17011 6 
BE 
i ۴ Z i 1 8 
Speaker, D L, Killgore e + Tennessee 154198 Physician | Methodist (Dem Magnolia e 
Clerk, Thos W Newtion..........iArkansss ` ` iB494jFarprer [Presbyterian ` Dem (Little Roek | 
Assistant Clerk, John G HollandiNorth Carolina |3]:24!|Lawyer ‘Baptist ` ‘Dem {Searcy . 
Enrolling Clerk, Mrs Sallie A Reid} Arkansas: ۳29, اوه‎ ۱ Methodist [Dem [Lewisburg 
Chaplain, Rev J E Caldwell... Arkansas 48 48, Minister {Methodist (Dem 8120 
Serenant-at-Arms, John B Baxter|Tennessee ۳ 125: Lawyer [Dem [Brinkley 
Door Keeper, John, B Trail... ......."T'ennessee 37: 8 Farmer. : iDem ‘Rolly Hill 


€ 


à 


County. ` 


—m 


iColumbia 
[Pulaski 
White 
Conway 
Dallas 
Monroe 
Boone 


tmn يی دس سس‎ পা مس‎ mein লতা با‎ —— + — s. x "mee ceni 
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gere 
rre ty prr art tme a বিল r 
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MEMBERS OF TEE HOUSE ` 


8 و مط سه دم‎ nr مدي‎ ee iare 


পিল دس‎ পার পা لس ا‎ ۲٣ 


اا جس 


Lake Village 


E £l | | 
4 | 
al | 
| | 7 | 
Names. Nativity.  |.|mjOeeupatn| Religion, |PoPtcs|  Postofüce. | County, 
| aM 2 و‎ | ۱ 
| >2 | i 
— — n | remi rt s ہیس | پیم‎ বাল ——— sinter stem, পলিপ — سسسښمس سسومووسيسومسطْ|‎ 
Allen, Hogan.. a [North Carolina 14ا‎ ]25 Farmer {Baptist Dem (Hamberg (Ashley 
Andrews, Geo H. مدمه خروم مود و مرو‎ Kentneky 48117 Physician I Methodist Dem ۵ Hempstead 
Avera, W رطع ال‎ ٩ سس‎ Alabama 30/28! Farmer , Dem iCamden Ouachita 
Barnett, J مسا‎ ০০৮৮৮০10008 Carolina (47120 Physician [Presbyterian | Dem arren Bradley ` ` 
Berry, T هسل‎ nere Alabama 50135] Law yer 2 [Dem Ozark Franklin بر‎ 
Best, H وه ممم موی کل‎ Penasplyania 134 7ifarmer (Lutheran Rep {Texarkana Miller 
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HON. W. E. MILLER. 


EE a“ ^ ۱ 1 | / j . 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 


It is with a feeling of profound distrust of my ability, prop- 
erly to discharge the duties of the high position to which I have 
been called, that I appear before you to-day to take the oath of 
office. Under circumstances the most favorable, that position . 
is one of very great responsibility, and requiring for the ade- 
quate performance of its functions no 0207 سو‎ of. execu ` 
tive capacity. ۱ ۰ 


Under the circumstances now surrounding the country in the 
unsettled and even threatening condition of our national politics, 
the responsibility is doubly great. It is therefore with no 
feigned diffidence that I undertake the grave task. imposed upon 
. me by the suffrages of the people. I do so, trusting not to my- 
self, but relying for the wisdom which should guide the affairs of 
state upon a benignant Providence, and for aid and advice upon 
the members of this general assembly, and upon all good men 
in the commonwealth, I can only pledge myself to this--that I 
shall not shrink from the performance of any duty devolving 
upon me as the chief executive officer of the State, and that with 
whatever of earnestness and zeal there may be in my nature, I 

will labor, in season and out of season, for her prosperity. —— 


ka 
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After the recent able and comprehensive message of my pred- 
` eeessor, I deem it unnecessary, if not improper, to call your 
attention, in detail, to the subjects of legislation which will pre- 
sent themselves to. you at the present session, I shall content 
myself with referring to a few of the more important of these 
topies, and indicating, in a general manner, such views as I*may 
entertain in relation to them. Should I have occasion to com- 
municate further with you upon any subject, I shall do so ina 
special message. | 


e: 


FINANCE. | f ہا‎ 


‘The most 0 question will be that of the financial con- 
dition of the State. A proper solution of that question will 
accomplish more for the growth and prosperity of Arkansas than 
all beside, T need not say that it is one which should command ` 
the most thoughtful and thorough consideration, and should be 
approached with great caution and prudence; that no proposi- 
tion should for a moment be entertained that can by possibility - 
injure the material interests of the State, or cast a stain upon her 
good name. | 


It is known to all that when the late eebe came into | 
power ihe state was burdened with د‎ floating debt of at-least 
$2,000,000, and a bonded debt of $15,000,000 to $16,000,000; 
that her scrip, offered at any price, was a drug in the market; 
that she had no money, and no credit. Within the past two 
years much progress has been made for the better. The expenses 
of the'State have been reduced to the lowest limit consistent with 
a true economy. Her scrip isselling at hut a small discount, and 
she is able to borrow money, at a reasonable rate of interest, to 
pay current ex»enses. For the first time in many years, conse- 
quently, she is enabled to meet those expenses with ready money, , 
and, meeting them with ready money not only to preserve her 
own dignity and to deal justly with her immediate creditors, but 
to curtail her real outlay by dispensing with the thousand make- 
shifts and extravagances which the pretense of payment—when 
payment there is none—renders inevitable, and to enhance her 
eredit by avoiding the constant issue, otherwise imperative, of a 


e 
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mew floating indebtedness, The State board of finance has made, 


through my predecessor, a fall and exhaustive report, and has 
recommended the policy which in their’ judgment should be pur- - 
sued in the future. ` In the recommendations of the board I fully 
eoncur. I am, however, wedded to no particular plan upon the 
question of finance, and مه‎ quite willing to listen to any sugges- 
tion, from whatever source, that may promise relief from. our 
embarrassments and protection to the tax-payers of the country ; 
and you may rely upon my cordial ارو وف‎ in all measures 
tending to this end. 


FREE SCHOOLS. 


“Intelligence and virtue being the safe-guards of liberty and 
the bulwark of a free and good government," itis made the con- 
stitutional duty of the state government to maintain a system of 
free schools; and that duty should be performed to the utmost of 
our ability. I shall give my hearty and earnest support to all 
measures tending to advance the interests of these schools. All 


. legitimate means should be employed to render them the boast 


and ornament of the State. The money raised for their main- 
tenance should be sacredly applied to that purpose, and no - 
extravagance or waste in its expenditure should be tolerated. 
While giving to the. interests of the common school system the 
elosest attention, those of the Industrial University of the State, | 
and its Normal Branch at Pine Bluff, and the institutes for. the 
education of Deaf-Mutes, and the Blind, should not be neglected. 
They should each receive, in liberal measure, the fostering care 
and encouragement of the government. It is the establishment 
and support of institutions like these that forms, perhaps, not 
less pointedly than auy one other mark the characteristic of an 
enlightened and. philanthropic community. It should ‘be, our 
pride, as it is our duty, to maintain them in such a state of 
efficiency as will best promote the objects of the former and 
afford to the unfortunates’ for whose benefit the latter are de- 
signed, every advantage .of education which may go to compen- 
sate them for their cruel deprivations, and to render them, 


instead کہ‎ a burden, intelligent and useful members of society. 
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IMMIGRATION, 
Another ঠা subject, and one that should engage our 


earnest and practical attention, is that of immigration. Perhaps 


our one greatest’: need is that of capital and labor, to bring: out 
the great and undeveloped resources of the State. With a mild 
and healthy climate, a soil of fertility unsurpassed, and capable 
of producing grains, grasses, fruits, vegetables and textile 
growths in.almost endless variety, : with forests of timber, adapted 


. to purposes of manufacture, such as have no parallel in any other 


state on the Atlantic slope, with ample mines of coal, lead, iron, 


and other valuable metals, with a ‘greater length of navigable 


streams than any other state in the union, with railroads travers- 
ing her territory from east to west and from north to south, with ` 


"water power in great abundance, and with absolute peace: and 


tranquility within her borders, Arkansas offers to the emigrant 
inducements such as are afforded by no other portion of the west. 
Every means.within the resources of the State should be em- 
ployed to set before the world our true condition. Let the coun- 
try know—as we know—that the emigrant, from whatever realm 


of Europe, from whatever section of our own land, he may come, . 


will meet, here, a cordial welcome, and will be protected in every 
right of person, of opinion and of property. The diffusion of 
reliable information: upon these subjects by our highest official 
authorities, cannot fail to be one of the very best’ methods of 
bringing our State into notice, and demands the patronage and 
SECH of the representatives of the people.. 


OUR COLORED FELLOW-CITIZ ENS. 


I deem it right and proper to say, through you, a few words to 
our colored fellow-citizens. Persistent efforts have been made to 
prejudice their, minds against the present state government. It 
is to be hoped that such efforts will-fail of success. During the 
last two years they have certainly had no just cause of com- 


. plaint. "They have been maintained in all their rights, and have 


been kindly treated and fairly dealt with by all good citizens, 
‘It has been the earnest desire of my predecessor to throw around. 


[7]. ` , 
them the protecting arm of the government, ` : It shall be my pur- 
pose to: do likewise, and to that end, should occasion ever arise, 
to use the whole power of the State at my command to protect 
them, alike with all other citizens of the State, i in all ‘their legal 
and constitutional rights. 


HISTORY OF THE STATE. 


It is now seventy-two years since the laws of the Federal. 
Government were first extended over this portion of the French 
Territory of Louisiana, and fifty-seven years since the Territory 
of Arkansas was organized. We claim the prestige of having 
. had the foundation of European civilization laid within our bor- 
ders two huridred and ninety-one years ago. The historic annals 
of this period, so far as Arkansas is concerned, remain to this 
day unwritten. The citizens of Louisiana have preserved the 
French and Spanish records relating to the entire territory of the 
southwest: formerly under the dominion of those nations, but the 
documents thus preserved are almost unknown to our people. 
Br may be asked, therefore, whether the time has not come for us 
to make some effort toward rescuing from oblivion the tlirilling 
records of our history; and I submit for your consideration 
whether it muy nai be desirable for us to lend aid and encour- 
agement to the compilation of the early history of our State. 


CONCLUSION. 


In conclusion, gentlemen. of the Senate and House.of Repre- 
sentatives, permit me to express the hope that your labors may 
result in the substantial advancement of allthe material interests 
of the: State, and of the well-being of the whole people. ` Let it 
be remembered that it is not in the number or bulk of the laws 
_ that'are framed, that there is afforded’ the greatest security to 
life, liberty and property, butin. the perspicuity and simplicity of 

those laws, and in the certainty of their execution. Called 
directly from the people, familiar with their wants, and directed 
by an exalted patriotism which rises above party lines, and over- 
looks the narrow domain of mere partisan polities, let us look 
forward to such legislation as shall mark a new era in the حون‎ 


سے 
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ward career. of our. State, occupying, though she already does, a 
very enviable position. Let it ever be borne in mind that “the 
safety of the people is in the supreme law of the land;” that to 
attain such safety and maintain their ‘true interests, you are tó 
legislate for no'locality, corporation, sect, party, or-color, but for 
` ‘the entire body of the community. We cannot close our eyes , 
nor can we look with indifference upon the momentous events 
which to-day are shaking the country from center to circumfer- 
ence, and testing, as in a crucible, the integrity and stability. of 
our institutions. ` E trust, indeed, as I most earnestly desire, 
that the difficulties which environ us may speedily’ be settled 
' upon a just and equitable basis. "Toward this great end, it is for 
us to see that the proud reputation which Arkansas has won for 
public peace, tranquility, and a due observance of the laws, shall 
continue to be maintained. ‘Let us not, by word or deed, in any 
manner contribute to the difficulties and complications of the day, 
but let ns at all times be prepared to follow the path of duty, and 
diligently to pursue the means best adapted to promote the true 
and lasting interests of our country. 


I need scarcely again remind you of our financial embarrass- 
ments, of the necessity of preserving our credit, of the impera- 
tive demand for economy of administration, or yet of the danger 
growing out of a frugality so rigid as to become parsimony—a 
false frugality always dangerous to the State as to the individual. 
Public interests there are involving the highest welfare of the. 
State, in the protection of which a prudent expenditure of money 
becomes the truest economy. The production of wealth by judi- 
cious expenditure, indeed, is the test of wise legislation on the 
part of the State, just as it is the test of financial ability on that 
of the citizen. 


With peace and stability restored to the country by the ett, 
ble settlement of the great questions now agitating the publie 
mind, there isa bright outlook for Arkansas. Her great natural 
advantages, and the career of substantial prosperity—not sudden 
or dazzling, but founded upon free government, upon the steady 
exertions of her citizens, and perhaps I may add of the wisdom 
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that is born of adversity—upon which she has recently entered, 
point to her as destined, in the near future, to occupy an excep- 
“tionally high position among the commonwealths of the union. 
It is for us to see to it that by wise legislation for the develop- 
ment of her resources—by encouragement of immigration—by 
fostering the cause of public education, upon the success of which 
depends the prosperity of our institutions, and even their very 
existence—by the protection of labor, without unjust diserimina- 
tion against eapital—by economy and wise administration—we 
may do our part toward advancing the State to the place for 
"which she is so eminently fitted by nature. 

A native of the State, having no past or future elsewhere, in- 
debted to her people for all that I have been and am at present, 
no man is under stronger obligations than myself to labor for her 
well being. Others could have been found with more ability to 
serve in the position to which I have been called, but none more 
devoted in his heart to the welfare and prosperity of her people. 
My highest ambition will be so to serve the State as to contribute 

.in some degree, greater or less, to her moral, social, intellectual 
and material growth and advancement, and to receive at the close 
of my administration the approval of all the good people of the . 
State. 

W. R. MILLER. 
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MAJORITY REPORT # FINANCE COMMITTEE 


Of the House of Representatives of the State of Arkansas 
regarding Adjustment of the State Debt, 


Me. SPEAKER: 


. ` Your committee, to whom was referred the Special Message of 
the Governor, in which he recommends a delay of legislation 
upon our financial affairs, until propositions of a compromise of 
our bonded debt can be received from a committee of certain 
holders of Arkansas securities in New York, with whom he is in 
eorrespondence, have directed me to report that they find them- 
selves unable fo coneur in the suggestion of the Governor, that 
it is the duty of this body to defer their action upon a question 
of such overshadowing importance, to await propositions from 
men who, so far as your committee are advised, are entire 
stran gers, and wholly irresponsible to the people of this State, 
and whose propositions might not, and in the opinion of your 
committee, would not, bind ane body but themselves, even if the 
nature of their intimated proposition were such as, in the opinion 
` of your committee, should be entertained. 
Nor can it be justly charged that the people of Arkansas have 
made any undue haste in this important matter. No sooner did 
they get the power of self-government back into their own hands 
than, as early as in 1874, their Constitutional Convention, 
through a committee, composed ‘of about one-seventh of its 
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entire body, set on foot an investigation of their finances and, 
through their organic law, indicated that the Legislature should 
separate the just from the unjust debt of the State, and pay only 
the former. 


, Nearly three years have transpired since that time. The Gen- 
eral Assembly, thus charged by the Constitution, sat in this place 
in an extended session of nearly four months, two years ago, 
amd a Finance Board has, during the period since, been organ- 
ized and in session here in this city, ready to receive and report. 
whatever propositions our creditors had to offer; thus affording 

‘ample opportunity for a general concert of action among them 
all. That they should not heretofore have thought proper to 
agree upon some common proposition, but have waited until half 
of a limited session of the General Assembly has passed away, 
‘and now a few of them have, even at this late day, come con- 
fessedly representing but a small percentage of our indebtedness, 
asking this body to suspend the duties with which their con- 
stituents have charged them, until this few shall have had‘ yet 
further time for agreement among themselves, is a proposition 
such as, in the judgment of your committee, should not be for a ` 
moment entertained. 


Ki 


But even if these few holders of our State securities were ` 
agreed upon some definite proposition to compromise our entire 
debt, and even if they had the authority to carry such a. propo- 
sition into effect, it would be a very grave question with your 
eommittee, whether such an adjustment of our finances would be 
consistent with either the honor or the interest of Arkansas. 


The just and legal bonded debt of the State amounts, in round 
numbers, to four million eight hundred thousand dollars, two 
million three hundred thousand of which, it is con- 
ceded, cannot be controlled by these New York bondholders, 
. nor be induced to go into any compromise which looks to a pay- 
ment of less than its par value. —— 


This leaves about two millions and a half of her just and legal 
' debt, which might possibly be so controlled if the holders of it 
could be sufficiently frightened by the enormity of our illegal 


» 


ER 
debt. To put this and the ten millions of her illegal debt to- 
gether and “ scale ? them allalike, would result in the inerease of 
the State's indebtedness by several millions of dollars, all the 
benefits of which would inure to the holders of her illegal and 
unjust securities and all the injury of which would inure to the 
holders of her honest debt. To such a transaction your com- 

mittee cannot lend its sanction. 

Your committee would therefore recommend that the General 
Assembly ‘do proceed at as early day as practicable, to notify the 
world that Arkansas will pay every cent she honestly owes, and 
not one cent of that for which she is not legally and justly bound. 

Respectfully, 
| W. M. FISHBACK, Chairman. 
1 E. P. WATSON, 

| L. W. DAVIS, | 
A. DAVIS, | ٢ 
J. P. EAGLE, ` 
A. S. McKENNON, 
C. W. WALKER. 


* 


FIRST 


MINORITY REPORT & X FINANCE COMMITT EE 


Of the House of Representatives of the State of. Arkansas 
regarding Adjustment of the State Debt. 


Mr. Speaker and the House of Representatives : 


The undersigned, a minority of the Finance Committee of 
the House, to whom was referred the special message of His 
Excellency W. R. Miller—calling attention to a formal and im- 
portant meeting of the creditors ofthe State of Arkansas held 
in the City of New York and enclosing copies of resolutions | 
adopted, also calling attention to a general public meeting held 
n the same city, having for its object the speedy and satisfac- 
tory adjustment of the indebtedness of all the Southern States 
in default be leave to make earnest dissent from the views of 
the majority. 

We esteem the movement to which Governor Miller has prop- 
erly invited the attention of the House as one laudable in the 
highest degree, and as one not only of vital importance to the ` 
State of Arkansas and the South, but one involving the welfare 
and progressof the whole country, and we beg leave to com- 
mend the object of these meetings as eminently deserving careful 
consideration of the House. 

It is our opinion that satisfactory adjustment of the indebted- 
ness of Arkansas is so important to the State's prosperity, that the 
subject should receive immediate and earnest attention, should be 
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approached with delicacy and caution, and speedy and effective 
méasures taken when all the features of the subject are properly 
understood. | 


The members of the House,.the people of Arkansas and the 
creditors of the State are aware that we are burthened with a 
debt we cannot pay in full, and all the material interests of the 
State are either languishing or standing still in consequence of 
our disordered finances. They also know that a large portion of 
the debt incurred was ill advised ; that great obligations were 
imposed upon the State without regard to her credit and 
resources of payment, and that her public officials not the true 
representatives of her people, violated their sacred trusts, and 
by dishonesty and mismanagement squandered her resources that 
should now be applied to the honorable discharge of all the 
State’s obligations. These facts are apparent and undisputed in 
any quarter, and the question now is, what is the most practicable 
way to extricate the State from its embarrassing position. 


The minority of the Finance Committee believe there are only 
two methods to do this. The first is by accepting a just and ` 
equitable compromise of all the States indebtedness, voluntairly 
extended. by the State's creditors. The second method is 5 re- 
"^pudiating the State's obligations outright. 


A compromise of the debt would be honorable to the State. 


It is suggested by the State’s creditors themselves, and they 
are the parties having the greatest interest involved ; they, with- 
out distinction, voluntarily prefer this way. Settlement by com- 
promise would enhance every interest within the borders of the 
State; confidence would rapidly return, new industries.spring up, 
property appreciate, and a steady increasing and desirable immigra- 
tidn set in, bringing with it capital to develope the great resources 
of the State. By compromise, each and every creditor of the 
State can be satisfied, and will cheerfully accept the result, reliev- 
ing the State of all responsibility. Justly appreciating the State's 
` misfortunes, her creditors for all time would speak no word of . 
reproach against her, on the contrary would assist to build up her 
shattered fortunes, and implicitly trust in her integrity and honor. 


- 
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By compromise the whole debt of the State as now existing, can ` 
. be forever extinguished; thebonds would then be voluntarily sur- 


rendered, and she could destroy them and thus wipe out the last 
vestige of her misrule., By compromise she would receive all 
the benefits that surely come with high credit, integrity and fair 
dealing. We are advised the creditors of the State will be lib- 
eral in their proposals. By compromise the interest of the State 
would become their interest, and under no condition would they 
desire to embarrass her with a debt more than she could pay 
interest upon promptly. 


The second method, repudiation, would utterly ruin the State ; 
it would hang about her neck, strangling her industries, 
depreciating her credit and that of every citizen; it would pre- 
vent immigration, keep capital from her borders, and be a con- 
tinual source of reproach to her people. No evil can be corrected 
by repudiation ; even were it so, the evil would be preferable to 
the remedy. 


Repudiation is not final; no legislative enactment or constitu- 
tional amendment can cancel obligations bearing the signatures of 
our Governor or officials, authorized by competent authority, recog- 
nized for years, by the State, and bearing its great seal. On 
the contrary, repudiation creates new embarrassments, and affects 
every interest disastrously. The honor of the State is the 
citizen’s honor, and no action of this House should be taken 
that would tarnish it in the smallest degree. | ١ 
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Repudiation is wholly, absolutely, unnecessary ; for compromise, 
bringing with it so many features to enhance the prosperity of 
the State, can be just as easily accomplished. 

Without confidence and credit all commercial business would 
stand still, deeay. No member of the House can ignore it in his 
daily personal transactions, and no county, city, State or govern- 


: ment -can prosper without it. The richest, most prosperous peo- 


ple, as a class, in the world are the French, and their prosperity 
is attributable in a great degree, to their sound finances. During 
all the outbreaks, revolutions and changes in the forms of the 
French government, no question was ever raised as to the validity 


Ki 
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of any obligation bearing the signatures of her eonstituted . 
authority. Repudiation is the utter destruction of confidence | 


and, when once destroyed, cannot be speedily restored. If a 
` farmer, merchant, banker or institution has been guilty of any 
irregular action, the best people of the community will avoid 
dealings with him. The same can be said of the State, and 
if Arkansas should make mistake in the settlement of her 
indebtedness, the farmer, the mechanic, the merchant, the capi- 
talist will avoid her also. | | 
` In the adjustment of our finances, we beg to call attention of 
this House to the honorable record of the State of Georgia, in 
the settlement of her debt under like unfortunate circumstances 
to our own.. Às an argument in favor of repudiation, it has 
been urged that the State of Georgia now enjoys high credit and 
prosperity, and that she ignored in her settlement a portion of 
her debt formally issued by her officials. This statement we 
deny entirely, and beg to submit the following statement show- 
ing all the bonds ealled in question, and not paid, in the settle- 
ment of her debt, and why no obligation existed to pay them: 
Brunswick and Albany Railroad, Georgia: —— 


Bonds to this road never legally issued. Some of them 
were issued in duplicate and triplicate. No engineer’s 
certificates were ever filed regarding the work. The 
President of the road signed some of the bonds months 


after he ceased to be President. The Governor's endorse- ` 


ment was without date. The directors and stockholders 
were contractors, received the bonds with full knowledge 
of the facts. The treasurer who negotiated them for two 
years was warned of the facts. $1,125,000 were issued 
"without a shadow of Constitution or law. | 
Cartersville and Van Wert and Cherokee Railroad: 

$375,000 bonds were issued to the Cartersville and Van 
Wert Railroad company, afterwards name changed to Cher- 
okee Railroad. Gov. Bullock endorsed $300,000 new 
bonds name Cherokee, and the Cartersville and Van Wert 
Railroad company were to return like amount of their 
Bonds to the State. They never were returned. Kim- 
ball negotiated the Cherokee bonds but never took up 
the Cartersville and Van Wert bonds, they still remain- 
ing in the hands of Henry Clews, the treasurer of 
the Cartersville and Van. Wert Railroad. The trans- 


ty 
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action was simply between the State and Railroad com- 
pany. The bonds are not in the hands of the public, 
and, as the State paid them once, of course she did not 
pay again. | 
Currency Bonds: | 
| The State issued $2,000,000 Currency Bonds to make. 
loans upon them and for other purposes. Afterwards she 
issued $3,000,000 Quarterly Gold Bonds to retire the 
Currency Bonds. These Gold Bonds. were sent to the 
‘parties in New York, who had made loans upon the Cur- ` 
reney Bonds, to exchange. They were exchanged, but 
Kimball, who carried them on, and who was to return 
the Curreney Bonds, pledged $170,000 for a loan for his 
-- `own account. He had no authority, was simply a mes- 
` senger of the State, besides the Bonds had already been 
cancelled by delivery of the new Bonds, had no force, 
and the State never received a cent, the whole transaction 
being Kimball’s private affair. | 
Bainbridge & Cuthbert Railroad Company: ` 
$240,000 bonds issued to this road. The act required 
when 20 miles of road was completed aid should be given. 
Not one mile of road was completed, Gov. Bullock 
signed the bonds, but the Secretary of State never did; . 
they never a had seal, never registered, and not one dollar 
was ever paid in by the builders of the road. Besides the 
holders knew all. 


-Alabama & Chattanooga Railroad : : 
These bonds were issued to the amount of $194,000, but 
no seal was attached. The bonds were pledged to Ware- 
house Company for loan of $100,000: The State did not 
take advantage of the informality, because her officials 
had recognized them, but paid the loan and interest off in 
cash, and eancelled the bonds. di 


Quarterly Gold. Bonds : 
$3,000,000 of these bonds were issued to pay other bonds 
falling due, interest, etc. Henry Clews & Co. sold and 
exchanged $1,650.000, and Kimball $948,000, the balance 
in loans were taken up by the State. . For all these bonds 
à the State received full value, except a few Clews & Co. 
did not sell, but kept against the account of the State. 
Clews & Co. paid $600,000 on notes and drafts drawn in- 
dividually by Bullock & Blodgett, made claim against the 
State for the amount and held in their possession some of , 
the gold bonds as well as some of the currency bonds he had 
returned with the former. ‘There was no question about 
the validity of the bonds. 
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From the foregoing abstract of facts, this House will see that 
the settlement of Georgia was honorable, just and wise in every 
particular, and as-an evidence of the high sense of integrity, fair- 
ness and honor animating the committee of the Legislature 
making her settlement, we insert the following from their official 
report, signed by Thos. J. Simmons, Jno. J, Hall, Garnett 
MeMillan : 

“The final interest is i the credit of the State. 6 truth is 
Georgia securities, old and. new, save only those that bear the 
‘image and superseription ’ of Mr. Bullock, have been higher 
and ‘stronger in the markets since this investigation has been 
instituted, than they were before. Why? ‘The answer 
کے‎ First—No bond issued or endorsed prior to July, 1868, is 
called in question. ^ 

٠٢ Secondly—The scope and tenor `of that act evince our pur- 
pose to stand for every Bullock bond also, that is regular and in 
compliance with the law.” 

Repudiation would be a source of perpetual embarrassment to 
our Senators and Representatives in the National Congress, who 
should be enabled to face the Representatives of all the States of 
` the Union and have no cause to offer excuse for our action or 
defend the good name of their constituents, While many of our, 
. citizens might believe the circumstances justified the act, the 
whole country never would while there was even a faint shadow 
of doubt. 

"Your Minority Committee cannot lend consent to any financial 
policy that will not aceomplish a final, permanent and: thorough 
adjustment of all the difficulties, and there is only óne means of 
doing this, that is compromise the whole debt satisfacetorily to all 
concerned, then new, complications cannot arise, and the State of 
Arkansas will be left to prosper without a blemish on her good 
name. a Respectfully submitted, 

STUBBS, of Independence. 
BARNETT, of Bradley. — 


SECOND 


MINORITY REPORT # FINANCE COMMITTEE 


Of the House of Representatives of the State of Arkansas 


regarding Adjustment. of the State Debt. 


Mr. Speaker and Members of the House of Representatives : 


I regret the necessity that compels me to dissent from both the ` 
‘majority and minority reports of the committee to whom was 
referred the message of His Excellency Wm. R. Miller, calling 
the attention of the General Assembly to eertain meetings held 
in New York City, by a portion of the holders of Arkansas 
securities. | ۲ 

. To my mind it is a useless waste of time for this General As- 
sembly to seriously consider a proposition not yet made, a propo- 
sition which no one has authority to make. 

. Only a small portion of our debt was eared in the late 
meeting in New York, and there was no agreement between the 
holders of the small amount represented, as to what they will do. 

It will be soon enough to consider a proposition, when it is 
authoritatively made. . 

I do not mean to be discourteous to those of the রী 
who have spoken of compromise. I will hear them; will eon- 
sider any offer they may make; but the people of Arkansas are 
not in a condition to entertain any proposition from the holders 
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of the State's securities, Arkansians, though poor, are honorable 
سا‎ “ spirited,” 
' They know and fully appreciate their embarrassed condition, 
but they are not yet willing to receive terms from the holders of 
their securities. 
` The terms foreshadowed in the New York meeting are—the 
magnanimous bondholders will graciously propose; the confiding 
` people of Arkansas will humbly acquiesce ! ! Arkansians are not 
yet so debased as to yield up their self respect, their manhood, 
their honor!!! 


' As matters now stand, Arkansas can lose nothing by SE 
her bonded debt severely alone. She can not pay it now. She 
ean not pay the interest on one-half the lowest amount to which 
` she can hope to have her debt 0۰ | | 

Where is the propriety or sense of settling when we ean pay 
nothing. Who is to be benefitted by this talked of settlement? 
Not the people; there is no law to make them pay ; and the moral , 
obligation resting on them to pay any of the State's indebted- ` 
ness, except that of very recent date, is very questionable. We 
can, if we don't try to do too much, take care of recent debts 
and that is all we can do now. ` | 

The management, or rather mismanagement, of the State Bank 
and the Real Estate Bank in 1838 and 1839, is about in keeping 

with frauds in 1868 and 1869, in Levee and Railroad Aid Bonds. 

Since 1838 and 1839 Arkansas has passed through a great 
revolution—her government now is not the government of 1838. 
Since 1868 and 1869 she has passed through another revolution, - 
. her government now is not the government of 1868." AS there 

‘is no law to force her people to pay either the debts of 1838 or 
' 1868, and as the frauds perpetrated in the creation of both those 
debts may be plea as relief from the moral obligation to pay 
them, the propriety of paying them at all is narrowed down to a 
question of mere expediency. 

But if the debts be acknowledgedas just, as legally and morally 
' binding on the present citizens of Arkansas, is this the time to 
make adjustment, and should the present General Assembly do it? 
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I unhesitatingly answer, No!! "They can offer no terms, they 
dare not accept terms humiliatory to their constituents, and no 
other terms will be offered. 

_ But admitting, for the sake of argument, that the State is in a 

condition to treat, will any sane man pretend to say that an 
account of fifteen millions of dollars running through nearly 
forty years, and held in nearly all the money centres of the civil- 
ized world, can be intelligently and amicably settled in few days? 
It is absolutely impossible! ! 

I am fully persuaded that no adjustment will ever be offered 
by the bondholders that will be acceptable to the people. 'They 
may make an offer that the representatives of the people will 
accept, but will curse themselves for it afterwards. 

If these debts are ever to be settled satisfactory to all parties, 
the State must raise a fund and go into the market; and buy the 
bonds as any other operator would do. This would be just to 
all—oppression to none. The difficulties in the way of the State 
doing this are great, but they are not insurmountable. I will 
not discuss them now. I will close by offering the following | 
` resolution: 

Resolved, That it is unwise and inexpedient for the present 
General Assembly to attempt to adjust the bonded indebtedness 


of this State during the present session. 
J ٠ N. J ACKS. 1 
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MINORITY REPORT # # FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


' 


Of the House of Representatives of the State of Arkansas 
i regarding Adjustment of the State Debt. 


eee 


Mr. Speaker and the House of Representatives: 


The undersigned, a minority of the Finance Committee of 
the House, to whom was referred the special message of His 
Excellency W. R. Miller—calling attention to a formal and im- 
portant meeting of the creditors of the State of Arkansas held 
in the City of New York and enclosing copies of resolutions 
adopted, also calling attention to a general public meeting held 
inthe same city, having for its object the speedy and satisfac- 
tory adjustment of the indebtedness of all the Southern States 
in default—beg leave to make earnest dissent from the views of 
the majority. 

We esteem the movement to which Governor Miller has prop- 
erly invited the attention of the House as one laudable in the 
highest degree, and as one not only of vital importance to the 
State of Arkansas and the South, but one involving the welfare 
and progressof the whole country, and we beg leave to com- 
mend the objeet of these meetings as eminently deserving careful 
consideration of the House. 

It is our opinion that a satisfactory adjustment of the indebted- 
ness of Arkansas is so important to the State's prosperity, that the 
subjeet should receive immediate and earnest attention, should be 


s » D 


ZH 


| TRE with delicacy and caution, nd speedy and effective ` 


.. measures taken when all the features of the subjeet are properly 
understood. e ١ 


. 06 members of the House, the people of Arkansas and the ` 


mus of the State are aware that we are burthened with a 
debt we cannot pay in full, and all the material interests of the 
State are either languishing of standing still in consequence of 


our disordered finances, "They also know that a large portion of. 


the debt incurred was. ill advised; that great obligations were 
imposed upon the State without. regard to her credit and 
resources of payment, and. that her publie ‘officials not the true 
representatives of her people, violated: their sacred trusts, and 
‘by dishonesty and mismanagement squandered her resources that 
‘should now be applied to the honorable discharge of all the 


State's obligations. These facts are apparent and undisputed in . 


any quarter, and the question now is, what is the most practicable 
way to extricate the State from. its embarrassing position. 


The minority of the Finance Committee believe there are only 
two methods to do this, The first is by accepting a just and 


| equitable * ‘compromise of all the State’s indebtedness, voluntairly 
extended by the, State’s creditors. The. second. method is by re- 
pudiating the State’s obligations outright. 


A compromise of the debt. would be honorable to the State. 


..Atis suggested by the State’s creditors themselves, and they 
ant „the parties having. the greatest interest involved ; they, with- 


out distinction, voluntarily prefer this way. ` Settlement by com-. 


promise would enhance every interest within the borders of the 


State; confidence-would rapidly return, new industries spring up, 


property appreciate, anda steady increasing and desirable immigra- 
. tion set in, bringing with it capital to develope the great, resources 
of the State. . By compromise, each and every creditor of. the 
. State can. be satisfied, and will cheerfully accept the result, reliev- 

ing the State of all responsibility. Tustly appreciating the State’s 


misfortunes, her creditors for. all. time would speak .no;word of 


reproach: against her, on the contrary would assist to build up her 
shattered fortunes, and implicitly trust in her integrity and honor, 


- 
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By compromise the whole debt of the State as.now existing, can 
be forever extinguished; thebonds would then be voluntarily sur- 
rendered, and she could destroy them and thus wipe out the last 
. vestige ûf her misrule. | , By. compromise she--would receive all 

. the benefits that- surely come with. high credit, integrity and fair 
dealing.. We are advised the creditors of the State will be lib- 
eral in their proposals. By compromise the interest of the State 
would become their interest, and under no condition would they 


` . desire to embarrass her with: a debt more than she. could pay 


interest upon promptly, : 


The second method, repudiation, would utterly. ruin 7 State ; 
it would hang about her neck, strangling her industries, 
depreciating her credit and that of every citizen; it. would pre- 
vent immigration, keep capital from her borders, and be a con- 
tinual source of reproach to her people, No evil can be corrected 
by repudiation; even were ‘it so, the evil would be preferable to 
the remedy. . ; 


Repudiation is not final; no legislative enactment or constitu- 
tional amendment can cancel obligations bearing the signatures of 
our Governor or officials, authorized by competent authority, recog- 
nized for years by the State, and bearing its great seal. On 
the contrary, repudiation creates new embarrassments, and affects 
every interest disastrously. The honor of the ‘State is the 


citizen’s honor, and no action of this House should be taken ` 


that would tarnish it in the smallest degree. ' 


-Repudiation is wholly, absolutely, unnecessary ; for compromise, 
bringing with it so. many features to enhance the prosperity of 
the State, ean be just as easily accomplished. | 


Without confidence and eredit all commercial business would 
‘stand still, decay. No member of the House can ignore it in his 
daily personal transactions, and no county, city, State or govern- 
ment can prosper without it. “The richest, most prosperous peo- 
ple, as a class, in the world are the French, and their prosperity 
is attributable in ‘a great degree, to their sound finances. During 
. all the outbreaks, revolutions and changes in the forms of the 
French government, no question was ever raised as to the validity 
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of any obligation bearing the signatures of her constituted 
authority,’ Repudiation is the utter destruction of confidence 
and, when. once destroyed, cannot be speedily restored. If a 
farmer, merchant, banker or institution has been guilty of any 
irregular action, the bêst people of the community will avoid 
‘dealings with him. The same can be said of the State, and 
if Arkaneas should make mistake in the settlement of her 


indebtedness, the farmer, the mechanic, the merchant, the capi- 


m 


talist will avoid her also. 


In the adjustment of our finances, we beg to call attention of. 


this House to the honorable record of the State of Georgia, in 
the settlement of her debt under like unfortunate circumstances 
৮০700 own. As an argument in favor of repudiation, it has 
been urged that the State of Georgia now enjoys high credit and 
prosperity, and that she ignored in her settlement a portion of 
her debt formally issued by her officials. This statement we 
deny entirely, and beg to submit the following statement show- 
ing all the bonds called in question, and not paid, in the settle- 
' ment of her debt, and why no obligation existed to pay them: 
Brunswick and Albany Railroad, Georgia: ` : 
| Bonds to this road never legally issued. Some of them 
. Were issued in duplicate and triplicate. No. engineer's 
certificates were ever filed regarding the work. The 
President of the road signed. some of the bonds months 
after he.ceased to be President. Zhe Governor's endorse- 
ment was without date, The directors and stockholders 
were contractors, received the bonds with full knowledge 
of the facts. The treasurer who negotiated them for two 
years was warned of the facts. $1,125,000 were issued. 
without a shadow of Constitution or law. | 


` Cartersville and. Van Wert and Cherokee Railroad : 


$375,000 bonds were issued to the Cartersville and Van 


Wert Railroad company, afterwards name changed to Cher- 
okee Railroad. .Gov. Bullock endorsed. $300,000 new 
bonds name Cherokee, and the Cartersville and Van Wert 
١ Railroad company were to return like amount of their 
Bonds to the State. "They never were returned. Kim- 
ball negotiated the Cherokee bonds but never took up 
the Cartersville and Van Wert bonds, they still remain- 
ing in the hands of Henry Clews, the treasurer of 
. the Cartersville and Van Wert Railroad. : The trans- 
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action was simply between the State and Railroad com- 
pany. The bonds-are not in the hands of the public, 
and, as the State paid them once, of course she did not 
pay again. ۱ 
Currency Bonds: | l 
^^ The State issued $2,000,000 Currency Bonds to make 
': loans upon them and for other purposes. Afterwards she 
issued $3,000,000 Quarterly Gold Bonds to retire the 
Currency, Bonds, These Gold Bonds were sent to the 
١ parties in New York, who had made loans upon the Cur- 
rency Bonds, to exchange. They. were exchanged, but > 
Kimbsll,who carried them on, and who was to return 
the Currency Bonds, pledged $170,000 for a loan for his 
own account. He. had no authority, was simply a mes- 
senger of the State, besides the Bonds had already been 
eancelled by delivery of the new Bonds, had no force, 
and the State never received a cent, the whole transaction 
being Kimball’s private affair. | | 
Bainbridge & Cuthbert Railroad Company : ` 
$240,000 bonds issued to this road.. The act required 
: when 20 miles of road was completed aid should be given. 
Not one mile of road was completed. Gov. Bullock: 
signed the bonds, but the Secretary of State never did; 
they never a had seal; never registered, and not one dollar 
was ever paid in by the builders of theroad. Besides the 
١ holders knew all. , بر‎ 
Alabama & Chattanooga. Railroad : ہے‎ 
1 "&Phesé bonds were issued to the amount of $194,000, but 
no seal was attached. The bonds were pledged to Ware-: 
house Company for loan of $100,000. The State did not 
take advantage ef the informality, because her officials - 
had recognized them, but paid the loan and interest off in 
cash, and cancelled the bonds. 


Quarterly Gold Bonds : 
$3,000,000 of these bonds were issued to pay other bonds 
falling due, interest, etc. Henry Clews. & Co. sold and 
exchanged $1,650.000, and Kimball $948,000, the balance ۰ 
in loans were taken up by the State.. For all these bonds : 
the State received full value, except a few Clews & Co. 
did not sell, but kept against the account of the State. 


Clews & Co. paid $600,000 on notes and drafts drawn in- ` 


dividually by Bullock & Blodgett, made claim against the 
State for the amount and held in their possession some of 
the gold bonds as wellas some of the currency bonds'he had 
returned with the former. "There was no question about 
the validity of the bonds. 
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From the foregoing abstract of facts; this House will see that 
the settlement of Georgia was honorable, just and wise in every 
particular, and as an evidence of the high sense of integrity, fair- 
ness and honor animating the committee of the Legislature 
making her settlement, we insert the following from their official 
report, signed by Thos, J. Simmons, Jno. J. Hall, Garnett: 
MeMillan : 

“The final interest is the credit of the State, The truth is 
Georgia securities, old and new, save only those that bear the 
‘image and superseription? of Mr. Bullock, have been higher 
and stronger in the markets since this investigation has. been 
instituted, than they were before. Why? The answer , 

<“ First—-No bond issued or endorsed prior to J uly, 1868, is 
called in question. 

ii Secondly—The scope and tenor of that act evince our pur- 
pose “to stand for every Bullock bond, get that is vegular amd in 


compliance with the law.” 


* 
Repudiation would be a source of perpetual embarrassment to 


our Senators and Representatives in the National Congress, who 


should be enabled to face the Representatives of all the States of 


. the Union and have no cause to offer excuse for our action or 


defend the good name of their constituents. While many of our 
citizens might believe the circumstances justified the act, the 
whole country never would while there was even a faint shadow 
of doubt. , ` . ` 
Your Minority Committee cannot lend consent to any financial 
poliey that will not accomplish a final, permanent and thorough 
adjustment of all the difficulties, and there is only one means of 
doing this, that is compromise the whole debt satisfacctorily to all 
concerned, then new complications cannot arise, and the State of 
Arkansas will be left to prosper without a blemish on her good 


name. - Respectfully submitted, 


STUBBS, of Indépendence. 
. BARNETT, of Bradley. ٠ 
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MAJORITY REPORT. 


1 


Mn. SPEAKER: 


Your committee, upon whom the House of Representatives 
devolved the very unpleasant duty of investigating the “ frauds 
connected with the legislation upon and the issue of the Holford, 
Railroad Aid and Levee Bonds of this State," have directed me 
to report that they have discharged that duty with such diligence 
and thoroughness, as their limited time and opportunities have 
admitted. Your eommittee, however, feel it due, not less to 
themselves than to the House, to express their regret that the 
fast approaching termination of the session of the General As- ` 
sembly, and the imperative necessity for a final adjustment of 
our finances, have compelled them to conduct their investigation 
. with rather more haste than they could otherwise have wished. 


And yet they are not without hope that their labors have been 
sufficiently productive to convince the House and the country, 
even as your committee aré convinced, of the utterly fraudulent 
character of both the legislation üpon and the issue of the bonds 
which have constituted the subject of their inquiries. 


They have had in evidence before them, that there was formed 
and organized in this city a combination of men, commonly 
called a “ Ring," who had a regular cypher by which they con- 
‘cealed their true names in their correspondence; that this 
“ Ring ” borrowed money from persons outside of the State for 
the purpose of bribing the Funding Aot of April 6, 1869, 
through the Legislature, and of getting a fraudulent distribution 
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of the Railroad Aid Bonds; that in addition to paying money and 
bonds for the necessary legislation, the bonds themselves were 
distributed among Democratic and Republican politicians in such 
a manner as would fortify the iniquity against a repudiation by 
the people; that in order to silence all objection against these 
frauds, while in-process of consummation, corruption money was 
otherwise used; that the Railroad Aid Bonds were issued in such 


‘palpable violation of law and at a time when atsuch a heavy dis- 


count, as necessarily to presuppose a deliberate fraud; and that 
seventy-five thousand dollars were subscribed by men interested 


in levee contracts, with which to purchase the legislation which - 


made Levee Bonds receivable for swamp lands. ` 

Yet in the midst of this carnival of fraud, your committee find 
exceeding gratification in reporting that several gentlemen, whose 
names had been more or less mixed up with these iniquities by 
common rumor, have, in the opinion of your committee, com- 
pletely exonerated themselves from all complicity in so disreput- 
able transactions. | 

. But as the resolutions under which your committee are acting, 
charge them: with a mere investigation of facts, they deem it 


` improper to present any conclusions of their own, and for the 


` same reason they forbear any recommendations in the premises, 


but beg merely and respectfully tosubmít, for your consideration, 
the testimony they have taken. ` ` 
Very respectfully, | 
- W. M. FISHBACK, Chairman, ` 
T. J. STUBBS, 
C. W. WALKER. 
` A. DAVIS, 
A. S. McKENNON, 
J. P. EAGLE,  . 
E. P. WATSON, 
LEWIS W. DAVIS, 
J. R. BARNETT. 


پا سه 


MINORITY REPORT. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 


I do not wish to be considered factious, but I cannot agree to 
the “ summing up” of the evidence as reported by a majority of 
your committee. Without now criticising the majority report, I 

_._ submit the evidence as taken, without comment, as my. report, - 
asking each reader to draw his own conclusions. 
T. M. JACKS. 


HOUSE RESOLUTION. 


2 


LITTLE Rock, ARK., January 24, 1877. 


The House Special Committee, appointed under a resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of 
the State of Arkansas, which reads as follows, to-wit: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Asssembly 
of the State of Arkansas: 


Ist. That a committee of five of the members be appointed by 
` the chair to inquire into the alleged frauds, connected with the 
legislation upon, and the issue of the bonds of this State known 
as the “Holford Bonds,” issued under an act of the General As- - 
sembly of the State of Arkansas, entitled “an act to provide for 
the funding of the public debt of the State,” approved April 6, 
A. D. 1869, and numbered from four hundred and ninety-one (491) 
to eighteen hundred and sixty (1860,) inclusive, being the “Fund- 
ing Bonds" delivered to F. W. Caper; also the bonds known as 
“Railroad Aid Bonds” issued under an act of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Arkansas, entitled “an act to aid in the con- 
struction of Railroads” approved July 21, A. D. 1868; also the 
*Levee Bonds," issued under an act of the General Assembly of the 
State of Arkansas, entitled “an act providing for the building 
and repairing of the public levees of the State and for other pur- ` 
poses,” approved March 16, A. D. 1869, and the supplemental 
acts thereto, approved April 12th, 1869, and the act entitled 
“an act to amend an act entitled an act providing for the build- 
ing and repairing the Public Levees of the State,” approved 
March 23, A. D.1871, and any other bonds or scripts of this State, 
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2d. That the committee shall have power to send for persons 
and papers, and inquire whether any of said bonds were issued 
fraudulently; also whether any of them, or any money or other 
` consideration were paid to any member or members of any Gen- 
eral Assembly, in consideration of. his or their influence or sup- 
port of the act or acts under which any of them were issued; 
algo whether any other person or persons or corporations, received 
any of said bonds, or any money or other thing of value in con- 
sideration of his, her or their support or influence before said 
General Assembly by whom said act or acts were passed, or with 
` any member or members thereof, and into all other matters relat- 
ing thereto. 


3d. That where it will be less expensive to the State to send a 
sub-committee to any point in the State than to bring the wit- 
nesses to the capital, said committee shall have power to send a 
sub-committee, not to exceed three in number, to such point, 
together with their clerk, which said sub-committee shall have 
all the power and authority conferred upon said original com- 
mittee. 


4th. That any constable or sheriff in this State, or their re- 
spective deputies, shall, and they are hereby directed to serve 
any summons, subpoena, or other process of said committee, or 
said sub-committee. E 


Sth. That said committee shall have power by attachment to 
compell witnesses to appear before them, and testify i in the prem- 
ises. 


6th. That said committee shall report the result of their in- . 


vestigations, and the testimony upon which it is based, to this 
body, on or before the 8th day of February, 1877. 


7th. That neither said committee nor its sub-committee shall 
receive any other compensation for their labors except the usual 
mileage to its sub-committee for going to and returning from any 
point, to which it may be sent; nor shall their clerk receive 
exceeding four dollars per day, together with the usual mileage 
for distance traveled by him. ° 
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Sth. That the committee be permitted. to prosecute its 
investigations during the sittings of this body, met at the capital 
in Little Rock, on the 24th day of January, 1877, pursuant to 
call of the Chairman—present Messrs. Fishback, Walker, Jacks, 
‘Barnett and Stubbs—entire committee. 

On motion, a sub-committee consisting of Messrs. Fishback, 
Walker and Barnett were appoihted to visit Fort Smith to. take 
testimony of witnesses there. 

On motion of Mr. Walker, Mr. W. F. Blackwood was 5 elected 
clerk of the committee, but by unanimous consent was allowed 
to substitute Mr. L. B.. Leigh to act in his stead during the 
visit to Fort Smith. 


Committee adjourned subject to call of Chairman. 


Sub-committee met and decided to start for Fort Smith on the 
the 25th day of January, A. D. 1877. 


TESTIMONY. 
Fort SMITH, ARK., January 26, 1877. 


The sub-committee of the Special Committee on Bonds, ap- : 
pointed to visit Fort Smith, to take testimony of witnesses there 


met pursuant to call of Chairman, at 10 A. m. in the office of ` 


Carnall & Wheeler. Present-—Messrs. Fishback, Walker and 
Barnett. : 


Captain J. H. Rogers being called and sworn, testified as 
follows’: 

Age thirty-two; residence Fort Smith, Arkansas; profession 
lawyer. I know nothing of my own knowledge about the legis- 
lation upon or issue of the Holford Bonds. But while in St. 
Louis about two years ago I was in the store of Ex-Governor 
Karney, late of Kansas, and we were talking of Arkansas mat- 
ters generally, with which he seemed familiar. -He said to me: 
that about the time the Legislature of Arkansas was engaged in 
the diseussion of the Holford Bonds Mr. Charles B. Johnson, 

| 0 
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Á. M, Wheeler, of New York, and I think Mr. Wm. P. Denckla 
. borrowed of him about thirty thousand ($30,000) dollars, for the 
repayment of which, with fifteen per cent. interest, they executed 
à joint note. When the note fell due they repaid about half of 
the amount, and a short time afterwards paid him the balance 
witha bonus of ten thousand ($10,000) dollars of Holford Bonds. 

The impression his conversation. left on me was that the money, 
was to be-used in procuring the passage of the Funding Act, 
under which the Holford Bonds were funded. 

I cannot be accurate as to either the amount or interest, but 
this is in substance what he said. He also said that afterwards 
he was in Little Rock, during a Senatorial race, and bought of 
Benjamin Rice a large number of Arkansas Bonds. 


Fort SMITE, ARK., January 27, 1877. 


Committee met at call of Chairman. 0+00 7۷ Fish- 
back and Walker. | 
WILLIAM WALKER being sworn, testified as follows : 

My name is William Walker; over fifty years of age; a law- 
yer by profession, and a resident of Fort Smith. 

. Here the Chairman placed in the hands of the witness an ex- 
emplification of a record entry of the Probate Court of Sebas- 
tian County for the Fort Smith District, made in the matter of 
an administration of the estate of Chaxles B. Johnson, deceased, 
on the 8th April, 1870, hereto annexed and made a part of this 
deposition, which reads as follows: .. 

PLEAS 
Before the Hon. J. A. Hammersley, Judge of the Sebastian Probate 
Court for the Fort Smith District on (e St, day of April, 
A.D. 1870. 


In the MATTER OF THE ADMINISTRATION 
of the Estate of ` ' 
CHARLES B. JOHNSON, 
' f deceased. 


i 


On reading and filing the petition of Margaret A. Johnson 
administratrix of said estate, praying for permission to sell at 
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private sale fifty State Bonds issued in pursuanoe of an act of the 
General Assembly of this State, entitled * an act to provide for 
the funding of the publie debt of the State," approved, April 
6th, 1869; for one thousand dollars each, payable in thirty years 
after date, and bearing interest at the rate of six per cent. per 
annum, with coupon warrants attached for the amount of the in- 
` stallments of interest now on deposit in the hands of Buckley, 
Sheldon & Co., of New York, as it is alleged; and having the 
evidence in support of said petition, the court is satisfied that 
said sale would not be prejudicial to the persons interested in. 
said estate. It is therefore ordered that said Administratrix sell, 
assign and tranfer said bonds or any part thereof, for ready 
money or on a credit of six, twelve, or eighteen months, at their 
present market value, and in case the same be sold on credit, that 
bond with good and sufficient security, subject to the approval of 
the judge of this court, in term time or in vacation, be taken of 
the purchaser or purchasers, the purchaser in case of a sale on 
credit, ‘to see that his bonds are duly approved. | 


COUNTY oF SEBASTIAN, 


I, Jno. H. McClure, Clerk of the Circuit Court, and ex-officio 
Clerk of the Court of Probate, in and for the county aforesaid, 
do hereby certify that the above and foregoing transcript, is a 
true and complete copy of the order made in the cause therein 
mentioned, as appears of record in my office, book “B,” page 226, 

Records of said court. 


Witness my hand and official Seal, this 26th 
L. S. day of January, 1877. 
Jyo. H. MoCLURE, ` 
Clerk. 


STATE oF ARKANSAS, : \ 


CHAIRMAN, State all you know touching the order, and the 
subject matter of it, and what, if any, agency you had in making 
or procuring this order. 

ANSWER, Ias the attorney of the administratrix of Mr. Chas. 
B. Johnson’s estate, drafted and presented to the Probate Court 
the petition recited in this order for the sale of the bonds therein 
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mentioned, ahd procured the order to be made. The bonds 
ordered to be sold, were at the time in the hands of Messrs. 
Buckley, Sheldon & €o., of New York, as: I understood at that 
time. . I am sure that the administratrix never had them in her 
, actual possession.. Since making the order, the administratrix, 
° through Mr. Thos. Lanigan of this place, acting as her agent, 
sold the bonds; as I learned from the administratrix and the said 
agent. To whom or at what price the bonds were sold, I do not 
know, but my understanding i is that they were sold at a heavy 
discount. E 


Cu. State whether or not you ever heard Mr. Chas. B. John- 
' son, in his lifetime, say anything in relation to the Funding Act 
of 6th of April, 1869, mentioned in the order to which you have 
just referred, or to the so-ealled Holford Bonds, or to any interest 
he had in the same and if yea, state what it was. 


Á. Not long after the passage of the Funding ٣٢ inquired 
after, T happened to call at the counting-room of Messrs. Collins 
& Lanigan, in this place. Mr. Johnson and a number of other 
gentlemen, among whom are Mr. Lanigan, William B. Sutton, 
and, I think, Major Rector and Mr. James M. Collins were there. 
' Mr. Johnson and others of the company were discussing the 
Funding Bill and the merits of the Holford elaims against the . 

State. I joined in the discussion, which waxed warm, Mr. John- 
son evincing considerable feeling. On leaving the counting- 
room I was followed by Mr. Johnson, who overtook. me at the 
front door of the house, and taking me to one side, stated that 
he was largely interested.in the Holford Bonds, and expressed 
the hope that I would nat indulge in such tirades as I had been 
making, in the future, saying that the only effect such arguments 
and invectives as I had just been using, could have, would be to 
depreciate the bonds to be issued under the Funding Act, and 
injure my friends. 

Tn the course of an hour or so, I ealled. again at the counting- 
room, and found Mr. Johnson still engaged in conversation re- 
specting the Funding Act, in the course of which I remarked to 
him that if any of the bonds issued in satisfaction of the Holford 


[13] 


Bonds, ever eame into his hands, he would convert them into ` 


money as soon as possible, saying that the very first act of the 
first Democratic Legislature that convened, would be to repudiate 
them. To which he replied, that the influence of the holders of 
the bonds in this State would prevent.that, and: intimated, very 
clearly and distinctly: that prominent Democrats were as deeply 
interested in the Holford Bonds as the Radicals. I cannot at 
this remote period undertake to state all that was said at the time 
referred to, but I have a distinct recollection that when 1 or 
some other person present expressed astonishment at the sudden 
cessation of the onslaughts of the Gazette upon the measure during 
its pendency in the Legislature, Mr. Johnson, turning to some 
one who had remarked that the Gazette had good reason for its 
_ course, said : “T spiked that gun.” 


Mr. Pike, who, as the friend of Mr. Johnson's widow, went to 
„New York to look after her interest in the Little Rock and Fort 
Smith Railroad Bonds, and who was conversant with Mr. John- 
son’s connection with the Holford and Railroad Bonds, told me 
that the Holford Bonds were bought for thirty thousand dollars 
($30,000). I understood before then that Mr. Buckley, of the 
` firm of Buckley, Sheldon & Co., of New York, had made the 
first payment to the agent of Holford’s heirs for the bonds, and 
my understanding had been that $60,000 was the principal, but 
Mr. Pike said positively that it was only $30,000. From a letter 
I read, from some one whose name I have for ‘gotten, to Mr. 

Johnson, I learned that Dr. Weeks and a man by the name of 
Hodges, had called to see Mr. Buckley pending the negotiation 
for the purchase of the Holford Bonds and by their statements 
came nigh frustrating the business, and that it was ‘only by 
downright lying out of what they had said to Mr. Buckley, said 
the writer, that old man Buckley could be got back into the 
traces, or something to that effect. 


Oe, What amount of Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad 
Bonds did Mr. Johnson own? 


A. I saw a statement in writing over the signature of Mr. 
Wm. P. Denckla, sent by him to the administratrix since Mr. 
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Johnson's death, that the bonds coming to her estate were 
$370,000. This is my recollection. I have since understood 
that the real amount was over $400,000. I am: uncertain as to 
the amounts, but this is my recollection about it. 


JAMES M. CoLEINS sworn, testified as follows: 


Cm. Do you know anything about the connection af J. S. 
Haymaker with the legislation upon the Levee Bill? 


A. Ido not, but have some papers which may throw some 
light on the contracts under it. Will go down to Little Rock on 
Monday and will bring them with me. 

Here the Chairman had read that portion of Mr. Wm. Walker’s 
testimony, which relates to a conversation between him and Mr. 
C. B. Johnson, in the store of Messrs. Collins & NEN 
which reads as follows, to-wit: 

Not long after the passage of the Funding Act inquired der 
I happened to call at the counting-room of Messrs. Collins & 
Lannigan in this place. Mr. Johnson and a number of other 
gentlemen, among whom were Mr. Lannigan, Wm. B. Sutton, 
and, I think, Major Rector and Mr. James M. Collins, were 
there. Mr. Johnson and others of the company were discussing 
the Funding Bill and the merits of the Holford claims against 
the State. I joined in the discussion, which waxed warm, Mr. 
Johnson evincing considerable feeling. On leaving the counting- 
room I was followed by Mr. Johnson, who overtook me at the 
door of the house, and taking me to one side, stated that he was 
largely interested in the Holford Bonds, and expressed the hope 
that I would not indulge in such tirades as I had been making 
in the future, saying that the only effect such argument and in- 
vectives as I‘had been using, could have, would be to depreciate 
the bonds to be issued under the Funding Act, and injure my 
friends. In the course of an hour or so, I called again at the 
counting-room and found Mr. Johnson still engaged in conver- 
sation respecting the Funding Act, in the course of which I 
remarked to him, that if any of the bonds issued in satisfaction 
of the Holford Bonds ever came into his hands, he would convert 
them into money as soon as possible, saying that the very first 
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act of the Democratic Legislature that ص08‎ would be to 
repudiate them; to which he replied that the رد‎ RE of the 
holders of the bonds in this State, would prevent that, and in- 
timated very clearly and distinctly that prominent Democrats 
were as deeply interested in the Holford Bonds as the Radicals. 
I cannot at this remote period undertake to state all that was said 
at the time referred to, but I have a distinct recollection that 
when I or some other person present, expressed astonishment at 
the sudden cessation of the onslaughts of the Gazette upon the 
measure during its pendency in the Legislature. Mr. Johnson, 
turning to some one who had remarked that the Gazette had good 
reasons for its course, said : “ I spiked that gun," 

Cu. Is that your recollection of the conversation 7 

A. Isis. I recollect it distinctly. 


MR. WILLIAM WALKER was recalled. 

Mr. FISHBACK. Mr. Walker, in your testimony written out 
by yourself, you allude to Mr. Johnson’s having “ spiked the 
Gazette,” This, unexplained, may do an injustice. Did I not 
understand you when you first mentioned this subject to me, 
several years ago, when fresh in your mind, to say, that Mr. 
Johnson exonerated Mr. Woodruff from any 010 in these _ 
frauds? 

A. My recollection is, that he left the i hike on my mind. 
that Mr. Woodruff was not implicated. I do not remember now 
who was editing the Gazette, or to whom he alluded, but do not 
think it was Mr. Woodruff. I think he had reference to some 
one else connected with the paper. 


W. H. SANDERS sworn, testified as follows: 
lam twenty-five years of age ; reside in Fort Smith, and am 
a lawyer. | 
Cu. Have you ever seen the key to the names of the Ring in 
Little Rock who lobbied the Levee Bill of April 6, 1869, 
through the Legislature, and to which their true names might 
ود‎ concealed in their correspondence ? 
A. I have seen a paper purporting to be key to a 20 
sed by prominent lobbyists, at the time mentioned. The paper - 
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to. which I refer simply contained phrases or words which it was 
said represented the names of these lobbyists, and a few charac- 
ters representing short sentences, I know of nothing by which 
I can connect the cypher aud the parties. named in it. . It was 
stated as a fact by a number of persons that the paper shown 
me was an actual copy of the original copy. 


A note was here exhibited from Mrs. Charles B. Johnson, in. 


reply to one from the Chairman, in which “she says that ‘she has 
no paper of the kind. š 


1 


Cu. Do you. know whether this paper is in Mrs. Johnson's. 
possession. 

A. Ihave frequently transacted legal business for Mrs. John- 
son, and am fully persuaded that she has no paper of the kind, 
either original or copy. She is entirely ignorant of thé whole 
matter under investigation, .so far as I have been able to learn 
during a long continued and intimate acquaintance with her. 


‘BEN. J. Duvar sworn, testified as follows, in answer to a ques- 
tion by Mr. Walker: > 


About four years ago, I think it TA I heard Hon. Asa 


Hodges say in reference to Arkansas bonds, that he was offered, 


either directly -or indirectly (I ‘can’t say exactly. the manner he 


was approached), ten thousand dollars in bonds to support and - 


vote for a measure, then pending, as I understood, to fund the 
Holford Bonds. Mr. Hodges was a member of the Senate when 
the offer was made to him, and, as-I understood from him, 
opposed and voted against the measure then pending, and, to 
influence his action, the offer was made. I may be mistaken 
about the-bonds being the Holford Bonds, but the statement was 
made in reference to bonds which were authorized to be issued 
by act of the Legislature, and which had, prior to.the conver- 
sation, been issued, 


Mr, J. K. Bu&gNHAM being called iud sworn testified as follows : 

Am 39 years of age, live near Fort Smith. Profession, civil 
engineer. Am administrator of the estate of J. S. Haymaker, 
deceased. | i x 


< 
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By THE CHAIRMAN. Have you any papers in your possession | 
belonging to the estate of J. S. Haymaker which go to show that 
‘he used money to influence the legislation upon the Levee Bill, 


passed in March, 1871? 
A. I have, ` 


Ca. -Please produce them. 
A. T have the one which I hand you. 


Rock, ARK., March 11, 1871.‏ 12 مه1 


When Levee Bill, now: before the House of Representatives, 
known and designated as House Bill No. 50, shall have passed 
the House of Representatives and the Senate of the State of 
Arkansas in its (the said bill) present general form—that is to 
say without changing materially, or affecting the result ór intent 
_ of the main points of said bill, or when a substitute for said bill 
shall pass both branches of the present General Assembly of the 
State of Arkansas, which said substitute shall embody or contain . 
the main points now in House Bill No. 50, as aforesaid, then: 

Pay to the order of R. L. Archer two thousand ($2,000) dol- - 
lars in currency, and charge to account of / 


J. S. HAYMAKER. 
To Stoddard Bros. & Co. i : 


To this paper was attached the 8 certificate of the 
` Secretary of the Senate: | 


SENATE CHAMBER, 

| ` [LITTLE Rock, ARK., March 31, 1871. 

I hereby certify that House Bill No. 50, known as Levee Bill, 
has this ا‎ passed the Senate without amendment. 
R. L. ARCHER, 
Secretary of Senate. 
Accepted payable وت‎ to the within conditions. 
SroprARD Bros. & Co. 


Paid March 21st, 187 1. 

S. B. & Co. 
Cu. Have you any others? | 
A. Yes, sir. 


E Will you produce them ? ? 
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- A. Iwill try and do so. I have, or did have if I can find | 


it, a paper which looks as if there was a contribution by all 


those who held levee contracts, to influence legislation on this- 


subject. The paper is but a memorandum of names and figures. 


Mr. Haymaker told me that those who had levee contracts did | 
contribute to get the legislation they needed. Mr. Haymaker 


bought his contract for levees and وون‎ .got the considera- 
tion increased, 


Ww. N. AYERS sworn, testified as follows, in answer to ques- | 


| tion by Chairman: 


Vocation, merchant; residence, Fort Smith; age, 52 years. 


Mr. Haymaker, in his lifetime, admitted.to me that it had cost - 
the parties interested in the levee’ contracts, about seventy-five ` 


thousand dollars in levee bonds to get their legislation through . 
the General Assembly. Mr. Haymaker was one of the parties ` 
interested in levee contracts. He showed me a note addressed to . 
him by a member of the Legislature, without signature, stating - 


that he must have ten thousand dollars for his support and influ- 
ence. He also told me that he approached a certain man in 


Little Rock for his support and influence in favor of the Levee 


Bill of March 21, 1871, and was told that it could be had for 
twenty-five thousand dollars.- This price’ was refused. But 


afterwards this same man (whose name I am not certain of) was ` 


silenced by a threat to thwart his aspirations to a position on the ` 


Supreme Bench, which he afterwards got. 


D 
۰ 


Special Committee on Finance of the State of Arkansas met | 
at the Mayor's office in the City Hall in the City of Little Rock, ` 


Arkansas, January 31st, 1877. Present and presiding the Hon. 


Wm. M. Fishbaek. Members 02 Messrs. 00 J d | 


Barnett and Stubbs. 
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John Stoddard, Esq., was called and sworn by the Chairman, 
andtestified as follows. 

'Q. What ie your age? 

A. Forty-nine years. 

Q. Where do you reside? 

A. In the City of. Little Rock. 

Q. What was the Railroad Aid Bonds of the State worth at 
the time of their issue? ` 

‘A. The Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad Bonds were 
worth in January, 1872; 54 cents; in February, 60 cents; in June, 
53 cents; in July, 53 cents; in August, 53 cents; in September, 51 


. . cents. 


The Little Rock, Pine Bluff afd New Orleans Railroad Bonds 
were worth in January, 1872, average, 45 cents; in February, 
49$ cents; in March, 463 cents; in April, average 424 cents; 
in May, 423 cents; in June, 44 cents; in August, 44 cents; in 
. September, 43$ cents; in December, 30 cents. 


In May, 1873, the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad Aid 
Bonds were worth 18 cents; in June, 18 cents; in July, 223 
cents; in August, 20 cents; in November, 15 cents; in De- 
cember 1% cents. 

The Little Rock, Pine Bluff and New Orleans Railroad Aid 
Bonds in May, 1873, were worth 18 cents; in June, 18 cents; 
.in July, 223 cents; in August, 20 cents; in D 15 cents ; 
in December 18 cents. 

The Memphis and Little Rock Railroad Bonds in May, 1878, 
were worth 18 cents; in June, 18 cents; in July, 22% cents; 
in August, 20 cents; in November, 15 cents; in December, 17 
cents, 

_ The Mississippi, Ouachita and Red River Railroad Bonds were ` 

worth in May, 1873, 18 cents; in June, 18 cents; in July, 224 
cents; in August, 20 cents; in N 0۶ 15 cents ; m De- 
cember, 18 cents. 

The Arkansas Central Railroad Aid Bonds were 0 in 
May, 1873, 18 cents; in June, 18$ cents; in July, 224 cents; 
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in August, 21 ud: in وز‎ 15. cenis; in December, 19 


cents. | | s 
By THE CHAIRMAN. Do you know 7 any money or bonps ‘of 


` this State having been paid to any member of the General Assem- '| 


bly or to any of its officers in consideration of his support or in- 
fluence in behalf of any bill respecting the Levee Bonds. 

A. “No, sir; not of my personal knowledge. 

Q. Were you acquainted with J. S. Haymaker? 

A. Yes, sir. 
. Q. Did he deposit any money in your bank upon which he 
drew in favor of any member of the General Assembly of Ar- 
kansas or any of its officers during.the session of 1871? 

A. Not to my recollection. ৯ 


Q. Would your books show in و‎ favor, if any ند‎ E 


checks were drawn? ? 
A. N 0, Sir. 
Q. Did you keep a bank account with every depositor? 


A. We did, but the books don't SES the names of parties to 


whom paid. 


Q. Were you acquainted with the Levee contractors of this | 


State of 1871, or with any of them except Mr. Haymaker? 
a 
A. I was acquainted with several of the Levee’ contractors. 


Stoddard & Hewett, and à man from Memphis whose name I ` 
have forgotten—Reynolds & Johnson and David Gove. I forget ` 


the rest. 


Q. Did any of ‘these contractors either Vis or singly de- | 
posit any money or bonds i in your bank, upon which they after- | 


wards drew in favor of any member of the General Assembly of. 
Arkansas or any of its officers? 

A. Not to my recollection. 

Here the Chairman handed witness the eheck alluded to in Mr. | 
Burnham’s testimony, asking: 

Q. Do you recognize the handwriting of this check ? 

A. I recognize the signature of J. B. Haymaker. 

Q. Do you recognize the handwriting of the acceptance and 
other endorsements ? 
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` A. The acceptance is the hand-writing of my brother, I 

think. ۲ د‎ mE ۱ 
|. Q Did you know R. L. Archer? ` 
A. Yes, sir. | 

Q. Do you recognize his sigñature? 

À. Ido not know that I do. 

Q. Was your brother engaged with you in the banking busi- 
ness as partner, a at the time that cheek was accepted and paid ? 

A. Yes, sir. ` 

Q. Then this check was accepted and en 8ھ‎ to the 
conditions mentioned? 

A. Not through the bank. It was an outside transaction. 
But that is my brother’ s signature, and he has 029-00 the firm 
name? 

Q. What right had he to sign the firm name in an outside 
transaction ? 

A. He was my partner, and had as much right to sign as sI 
did. 

Q. At what time dia you. become. SE with the pay- 
ment of that check 7 | 

A. Within a short time after the General Aspembly adjourned, 
I should think. ` 

Q. You speak of these acceptances; what ethers do you 
allude to? mE MT 

A. I don’t know of any others. 

Q. You say that you do not know of any money being paid 
to any member of the General Assembly, of yout own personal 
. knowledge. Did you hear of any being paid to any individual? 

A. I could not give any name. I may have heard the names 
of the men to. whom it was paid, but I forget now. 

By one of the committee. What was the lowest price at which 
Levee Bonds ever sold? 

A. I bought them at 4$ cents about a year ago, and Railroad 
Bonds at 6 cents. There has been a combination in New York 
buying up Arkansas bonds at these low prices. I had nothing to 
do with the levee contracts of Stoddard & 0 I am not 
the Stoddard. | 


EAR 


"To one of the committee. I do not wish to be understood as 
‘reflecting on the combination in New York, who are buying up 
those bonds. I favor their proposition to compromise their ` 
bonds with Arkansas, and would notlike to do or say any thing 
which. would defeat their سیف‎ plan. 


Joun C. PEAY, called and s sworn : 


What is your age? 

Fifty-three years old. 

. Where do you reside? 

In the city of Little Rock, PU S 

What is your occupation 7 

Deputy State Treasurer. . 

When were the Railroad Aid Bonds of the State issued ? 
. The Little Rock and. Fort Smith Railroad Bonds were 
issued April 1, 1870. 

The Memphis and Little Rock Railroad Bonds were. issued | 
April 1, 1870. 

The Arkansas. Central Railroad Bonds were issued Së 1, 
1870. 

The Mississippi, Ouachita and Red River Railroad Bonds were ` 
issued October 1, 1872. | 

The Little Rock, Pine Bluff and New Orleans Railroad Bonds 
were issue issued April 1, 1870. 

On motion adjourned until to-morrow, 20 ‘clock, P. M. 


e 
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Special Committee on Finance met at the Mayor’ s office, in the 
City hall, in the City of Little Rock, February 1, 1877: | 
Present and presiding, Hon. Wm. M. Fishback; present also, Mr. ` 
Jacks, Mr. Walker, Mr. Barnett, Mr. Stubbs, Mr. MeKennon, 
Mr. Eagle and Mr. Davis, of Searcy. 


Mr. صن ل1‎ being called and sworn, deposed as follows: 


I am 58 years old, reside in Pope county, Arkansas, and by 
occupation I am a farmer. | 
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By THE CHAIRMAN: In the paper of which you. are editor, 
last summer you stated’ that. the agent: of the Holford heirs was. 
in Little Rock just about the time the Funding Act. of 1869 was 
under consideration, and expressed his willingness to take the 
original $121,336,00, which. he alleged. the State had gotten from 
the New York Trust and Banking Company, with interest up to 
that time; but that the Legislature refused to pay the same, and 
funded the entire $1,370,000, of which a Ring had got the larger 
part. Did you say this from your own. knowledge, or from hear- 
say? 

A. Isaw him in 1851; notat the time you allude to. - In 
1851 he said, as. I understood, that he was willing to take the 
$121,336, with interest. 


Q. Do you know anything about the frauds said. to have 
been perpetrated in connection with the funding of the Holford 
claim in 1869? 

A. Idonot. I only know what I read in the papers and 
heard on tlie streets. — 

Q. What did you hear on the streets? 

A. I heard that certain men had been bribed or : bought to use 
their influence in support of the measure. 

Bv Mr. Bronge, Can you name any of these men? 

A. Yes sir, I can name three of them.. 

By Mr. Srusps., Please do so. 

A. Joseph: Brooks, U. M. Rose and Charles B. Johnson. 

Q. Are these all? 

À, Ido not recollect any others now. 

By Mr. STUBBS, Please state who it was that told you. 

° A. Solomon F. Clark, of this city, 

Q. Did he speak as if he knew, or as if hearsay with them. 

A. He spoke ina very positive manner. He did not say, 
however, that he knew. He left the impression on my mind 
that he was pretty certain of it. This occurred on the streets of 
` Dover, in Pope county. I am not certain that he mentioned 
Mr Brooks’ name, but he did the other two, 
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SOLOMON F. CLARK sworn: 
Iam 57 years old, reside in 6 Rock, am a DUE b pro- 
fession, I have no recollection of ever having any conversation 
with Mr. Tobey on the subject of the Holford Bonds, or the fund- 
ing of the same. I know, however, I never said what Mr. 
Tobey states in his affidavit, for L know all that I have ever said | 
on the subject. I may have had a conversation with Mr. 7 
If so, the same was in purport the same as I have had on the ` 
subject with various members of the Democratic party, and at 
different times, which was as follows: ‘That it had Been reported - 
about Little Rock that Judge Watkins was, and had been, for 
many years, attorney for the Holfords, and that he drew up the 
act of the Legislature which was presented by Joseph Brooks to 
the Legislature for funding these bonds, and that Watkins 
received some of these bonds afterwards; and that Charles John- ` 
son got somé of them, and that perhaps other. Democrats in 
other parts of the State gotsome of them. This is the substance. 
of all I ever said to Mr. Tobey or any one else, and I never pre- 
tended to him or any one that I knew anything about the matter 
. of my own knowledge. The question always came up by inqui- 
ries made of me, being a citizen of Little Rock, when I sought 
to give such information as I had, which was سد‎ stated to be 
from. what was said or understood at Little Rock. I possibly 
might have said to Mr. Tobey that I knew of Judge Watkins 
having bonds.of the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad Com- 
pany to sell, and that I knew of Charles Johnson having such’ 
bonds, but I never made any statement to Mr. Tobey, nor any 
one else which -had Judge Rose's name, in any way, connected 
with the matter, as to anything known of him or that I had 
heard of him about the matter. Mr. Tobey is wholly mistaken 
as to anything said by me further or otherwise than as above. 
stated. - | 
Q. Do you know how Judge Watkins got his Little Rock 
and Fort Smith Railroad Bonds, 
A.: Ido not. Judge Watkins told me that he had some Little 
"Rock and Fort Smith , Railroad سی‎ but he did not tell me 
how he got them. 
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U. M. Ross, being duly sworn, deposed as follows: : 

Tam 42 years old, live in Little Rock, and am a lawyer by 
profession. The first time that I ever heard of any charge 
` against myself about the passage of the Funding Act was in an 
article;published in the Little Rock Republican newspaper, on 
the 15th day of October, 1872, which is hereto annexed, marked 
Exhibit A, and made part hereof; to which article Judge Wat- 
kins, Gordon N. Peay, Thomas Fletcher, James F. Fagan and 


myself published a denial, which is hereto. annexed, marked  . 


Exhibit B, and made part hereof. This denial was published in 
the Evening Journal of the 16th day: of the same month, as I 
suppose, as it was copied in the Gazette of the 17th day of the 
same month. The statement that I had anything to do with the 
funding of the Holford Bonds is wholly false. I never was 
employed as an attorney or otherwise to get any act through the 
Legislature, nor did I ever receive any sum for any such service. 
` I never saw the Legislature of 1868 in session, or any committee 
of the same. T never saw the Funding Act until it was published ` 
in the pamphlet acts. I never saw any of the bonds that were 
funded, nor any bond that was issued under the act.. I never 
knew any agent of-the Holford bondholders, nor did I ever 
. correspond with any such agent. T never: met Charles Johnson 
except casually, and never talked with him five minutes at any 
time. I never wrote him a letter, and never received a letter 
from him, and never had any business relations or business con- 
versation with him on any subject. I never, I believe, saw a 
Legislature of this State in session from the meeting of that of 
1868 until the time of the meeting of that of 1874, except, on 
one occasion, probably in 1871, when I looked into the Senate 
for a few moments as a mere spectator. This was long after the 
passage of the Funding Act, In 1868 I was the law partner of 
Judge Watkins, and I never heard of his having any connection 
with the passage of the Funding Act, except from the charge 
made in the Republican newspaper in 1872, and Lam very sure 
that if he had any connection with it, I should have known it. 
Our files of letters received and sent, books of account, and 
every contemporaneous document are in my possession, and are 


Te 
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নি at the service of the Committee, without any reservation 
whatever. The whole statement about my having anything to 
do with the Holford Bonds is false in, every conceivable partic- 
ular, I never had the slightest connection with theri in any 
manner whatever. | | | 

The: same article in the Republican charged with equal false- 
hood that I made money out of the Cairo and Fulton Railroad. 
I never had any connection with that Railroad until after Mr. 
Allen became President of the company, when 1 6 for about 
‘two years as attorney for the company. Mr. Allen also wished 
me to act as a director of the company, and issued. me a certificate 
of stock in-order to qualify me for that place. I have lately re- 
signed my place on the Board, because I had not time to attend 
the meeting and: have returned the certificate of stock issued. to 
me. I attach copies of my letter to Mr. Allen, and of his reply 
on that subject, the same being marked as Exhibits C and Di 
The tenor of the article in the Republican referred to as, having 
been published on the 7th day of October, 1872, was that vari- 
ous persons including Judge Watkins and myself had swindled 
Mr. Allen in connection with the road. This statement was false 
in every particular. 


Judge Watkins sold about 25, 000 acrés of land in about nine- 
teen counties in Arkansas, in 1869 or 1870, I think it was, to 
W. P. Denckla, for which he received, I think, about $20,000 
in the bonds of the Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad Cóm- 
pany. I will endeavor to get à copy of the deed: and furnish it 
to the committee. 

I only know of the matter by what I heard Judge Watkins 
say about it. I had no interest in the lands or bonds whatever; 
and I am, satisfied that it was a sale of wild lands that Judge 
Watkins was not able to pay taxes on. I never owned a rail- 
road bond in my life. | 

Q. Did you or Judge Watkins have any arrangement with 
Mr, Rice to have Mr. Rice secure the passage of the act for fund- 
ing the Holford Bonds, or anything of that kind? 

A. We never bad ang such arrangement, 
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EXHIBIT X. 


“ Party: did not enter into the question of funding the Holford 
Bonds. Democrats, life-long Democrats, high-toned Democrats, 
and chivalrous Democrats, were all engaged in this "scheme" of 
funding the Holford Bonds. 


“The writer of this article is the author of the following resolu- 
| lution, which was adopted by the Republican convention which 
met here on the 21st of August last: 


“SIXTEENTH. We shall demand of the next General Assembly 
a strict and impartial investigation of all alleged frauds and cor- 
| ruption, and will especially demand a thorough investigation of 
| the means used in procuring the enactment of the law providing 
| for the funding of the Holford Bonds, whereby, the State was. 
burthened with a disputed debt to an وو‎ ‘equal to one mil- 
| lion of dollars, 


"When he drafted it, he knew where he was striking, and where 
| it would hit, and that the investigation. proposed, when entered 
| üpon, would show that the terms of the present alliance between 
= certain Demorats in this city and the Rices, Brooks and Hodges, 
| grew out of their transactions in these Holford Bonds and the 
| Cairo and Fulton Railroad, and that the-present alliance has no 
| other object in view than that for which it was formed in the 
گا‎ past. Not long since an effort was put on foot by leading Dem- 
ME crats of the State, to put a ticket in the field which would, com- 
@ mand the earnest support of all democrats. Who put that move- . 
g ment down? We say that the men who got the money for fund- 
a ing the Holford Bonds; who robbed the Cairo and Fulton Rail- 
@ road; the Fort Smith and Little Rock Railroad, and the Mid- 
۱ land Railroad, did it.. George C. Watkins, of this city, is. a law- 
@ yer of great prominence, Ask him where he got $68,000 of the. . 
g Real Estate Bank Bonds, and why he paid off all the mortgages 
M held by the State against lands in which he was interested? 
d When this has been done, ask both Rose and Watkins why they: 
Mi advised their clients to. pay their mortgages off? Ask them 
B about their connection with the Cairo and Fulton Railroad, and 


e 
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what amount of money they got out of that steal? Ask the same 
question of Gordon N. Peay and Tom Fletcher? Ask Jim Fagan 
‘how he and Milt, Rice came to-be in partnership, and how it 
was brought about? And then ask yourselves how these men 
eame to be placed at the head of the Democratic party, and why 
they were so officious and active in urging the. Democratic State 
conyention first to nominate Brooks, and when they could not do 
this to prevent any Demoeratie nominations? There is a motive 
lying behind these acts, and the sequel 0 appear if their plans 
shall succeed. 


<“ Qn the ۴۶ Oetober an article exposing the Cairo and Ful- . 


ton railroad steal, in speaking of the Rices, Brooks and Hodges 
we said : 


“These are the men who are seeking to get control of the State- 


aided by a few Democrats in the city who got a share of the spoils, 
one of whom was lately in عت‎ and another at a watering 
place.in Virginia.” 

* Onthe very next day both Watkins and Rose wrote a letter to 
those indignating against: the Hunter ticket, urging the ‘good 
people’ of Arkansas to stand by Mr, Brooks, and giving it as 
their opinion that he would make Arkansas a better Governor 
than she ever had."— Daily Republican, Oct. 15, 1872, 


EXHIBIT B. 


"<THE CAIRO AND FULTON AND HOLFORD BOND SWINDLE. 


- When we saw the charge of complicity by such men as Messrs. 
Watkins and Rose, Peay, Fletcher and Fagan, with the Rices, 


Denckla, and others in the Cairo and Fulton and Holford Bond | 


swindles—made by the Republican of the 15th inst.—we were 


convinced in our own minds of their utter falsity. Connection 


with such acts-would be contrary to the record of all:their lives. 
But inasmuch as these gentlemen, some of them by signing their 
names to a published address, in which it was stated that “ evi- 


dences were nob wanting" to connect us with a transaction’ just 


Ki 


| 


I 
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as base as that which rumor and the Republican (both proverbial 
liars) asserted against them, and two by censuring us in letters 
addressed to a public meeting held to support and. uphold the ٭‎ 
asseverations of that address, we felt that it would be an act of 
stipererogation on our part to come forward as their defenders. 
Accordingly, we have waited until they could put forth their 

own denial over their own signatures, which they did in yester- 

day’s Journal. With the exceptions noted, their signatures, in 

our estimation, are good for all they underwrite; 


CARD. 


| . LITTLE Bock, October 16, 187 2. 
To the Editor of State Jowrnal : 


The Republican has lately published two articles, in which it 
has insintiated that the undersigned have received large sums of 
money in the sale of the Cairo and Fulton Railroad, and in the 
funding of the Holford Bonds. As this charge is made solely 
for electioneering purposes, it will perhaps gain but slight: 
credence, but it is proper for us to say, once for all, that it is a 
base and malicious fabrication, without any admixture of truth 
whatever, neither of,us having had any concern, directly or indi- 
rectly, with either of said transactions, or received one cent there- 
. from in any shape. The transactions referred to are known to 
us only by hearsay and through public history. ے . — مب‎ 

| . Respectfully, eío., 
| Gorpon N. PEAY, 
U. M. Ross, 
THOS. FLETCHER, 
| GEO. C. WATKINS, ` 
J. F. FAGAN. 


Neither is it true that we have advised our clients to pay off 
the Real Estate Bank mortgages. The records of the Chancery. 
Court show that of the claimants whom we represented, thirty- ' 
five have obtained final decrees in their favor, without paying 
anything cn the mortgages, and that forty-four still have defenses 
pending, which are still prosecuted.— Daily Gazette, Oct. 17, 1872. 


WAITING FOR AN ANSWER. 
The Journal of last night says this paper has, by impertinent 
questions and insinuations, attempted to create the impression 
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that George C. Watkins, U. M. Rose, Tom Dockery, Gen; Fagan, 
‘Gordon N. Peay, and Tom Fletcher, had something to do with 
the “ infamous” Cairo and Fulton Railroad steal andthe funding 


of: the Holford Bonds. We would like to know why the Journal 
-Spends so much time in defending these gentlemen, and none in de- 


fending Brother Brooks, the Rices, Hodges & Co.? Ifit undertakes. 
a defense of a portion of its party, why not of all? We know 


it was announced when **Hobson's choice” was placed in charge 
of the Journal, that the object was to bring it into “closer rela- 
tions with the Democratic party,” but we did not suppose that 
the owners and proprietors of the paper would be allowed: to go 
undefended. As the matter now stands, the impression is, that 
Mr. Hobson admits that Brooks, the Rices and Hodges are 
guilty of all we have charged against them. We pause for a 
reply.— Daily Republican, Oct. 12, 1872. 


Funding Debt Act, approved April 6, 1869, acts 1868, 0 
part page 115. ۳ ` 
à 
A un P 


Ler Rock, December 1, 1876. 
‘DEAR Sm: As my opportunities of attending any meetings 
. of the Board of Directors of the St. Louis and Iron Mountain 
Railway Company, will be very much limited by the nature of 
other engagements, 1 think it best to resign my position on the 
Board. `° 


Enelosed please find the certificate of stock that was issued to 


me. 
Very truly, ۱ 
۱ ۱ ۱ ۱ U. M. Ross, 
Hon. THOMAS ALLEN, 
President St. L., I. M. & 8. Ry Co. 


| Sr. Lovis, December, 26, 1816. , 
DEAR SIR: .I was sorry to receive your resignation as Direc- 
tor of this company, and am loth to accept, not intending to call 
on you very often to attend meetings of the Board. I have 
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` thought it best that Arkansas should be represented on the Board, 
‘but as few or none of its citizens are stockholders, I scarcely 
know how to fill your place. Our intercourse with you, has 
always been agreeable, and we thank you for what you have 
done. P 

Very truly yours, — 
| THOS, ALLEN, ۱ 
1 President. ` 

U. M. Rosg, Esq. بسلا و‎ | 
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Speeial Committee on Finance of the State of Arkansas met at 
the Mayor's office, in the city of Little Rock, Arkansas, February 
2, 1877. Present and presiding, Hon. Wm. M. Fishback ز‎ 
present: Mr. Walker, Mr; Eagle, Mr. Barnett, Mr. Stubbs, Mr. 

. Jacks, Mr. Davis of Pope, Mr. McKennon, Mr. Davis of Searcy, 
and Mr. Watson. 


JOSEPH BROOKS, Esq., called and sworn : 
. By Ma, EAGLE. Did you introduce a bill commonly known 
` as the Funding Act, which + was passed by the Legislature in the 
year 1869? 

A. Ido not remember, 

Q. Do yau remember the posee of such a bill? 

A. Ido. 

Q. Do you remember who were some of the most conspieu- 
ous friends to the passage of bill? ` | 

A. Not specially; it passed by a very decided majority. 
Mr. Smith, of Columbia, was one of the most decided opponents 

. of the bill. | 
۔‎ Q. Did you draw up the bill m question ? 

A. I did not; I do not know who drew it. 

Q. Do you know, whether or nof, there was any money or 
bonds used, or paid to any member of the Legislature to procure 
the passage of the bill? 

A. Ihave no knowledge of any being used. 


| (ai: 

R. Do you know 1f there was any agent or agents of the ` 
Holford heirs here at the session of the Legislature that pe 
that bill, or if Mr. F. W. Caper was here? ۱ 

‘A, FI do not know. Mr. F. W. Caper, nor do I know of T: 
agent of the Holford heirs being present at that time. 


On motion of Mr. Davis of Pope, Mr. Brooks was allowed to ` 
submit the following statement in connéction with the answer to 
the above question, ij 


° “During the discussion in the es it was stated by the 
opponents of the Funding Bill, that there as an agent of the 
Holford estate in the city, ae cane a heavy discount on the 
claim of said estate. Capt. Britton, a member from Clark, ad- 
dressed a note to Mr. Tucker, a banker understood to be referred 
to. His answer stated that he was not agent for said heirs or 
estate, that he knew of no one here representing said interest. 
This was read by me in open session and further information 
publicly asked—if possible the name of the agent. No such in- 
formation reached me, and the matter there terminated.” 


Judge U. M. Rose then read the following statement and affi- 
davit from A: H. Garland, which on motion. was ordered filed 
as evidence before this committee. 


. À. H. GARLAND being duly sworn, says: ۱ 

My name is A. H. Garland; I am a lawyer by profession, and 
live in the city of Little Rock. I came to Little Rock in 1856, 
and made the acquaintance of Judge George C. Watkins. When 
I came to Little Rock 1 formed a partnership with Mr. Cummins, 
who was attorney of the Real Estate Bank, and after his death I 
was the attorney of the bank; aud from papers that came to my 
hands as such attorney, I learned that Albert Pike had been the 
attorney of the heirs of Holford in respect of the Holford Bonds 
and this so appears by the report of the case of Platenius, 
. administrator of James Holford, deceased v. State, reported 17 
Ark., p. 518. ‘ In the case of Whitney v. Peay, 24 Ark. R., 22, 
I represented, Mr. Caper, the agent of the Holford estate in this 
eountry, and Judge Watkins represented the.opposing interests 
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of Mr. Whitney. I never heard of Judge Watkins being the . 
agent or attorney of Mr, Holford’s administrator or heirs. I cor- 
responded with Mr. Caper until after the war -began, and until 
the mails were interrupted. The case of Whitney v. Peay was ` 
decided in the Supreme Court in 1862. 

| A. H. GARLAND. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this February 2, 1877. 
M. H. EASTMAN, 
County Judge. 


W. E. WOODRUFF, JR., called and. sworn: 


Q. Do you know of any frauds committed in connection with ` 
the funding of any State bonds? 

A. Ido not, nothing. 

Motion carried that we suspend the examination of witnesses, 
and hear the statements of Mr. John C. Latham, Jr., of New ` 
"York, on the subject of State finances. After some conversation 
between Mr. Latham, and the Committee, the following motions 
were unanimously carried. 

Motion that the Committee defer making any report on the 
Governor’s message for the present. 

Motion that Mr. Latham be invited to attend the meetings of , 
this Committee whenever its suits his convenience, and that the 
Chairman ask the privilege of the floor of the House of Repre- 
sentatives for him to-morrow. 

Motion carried that we adjourn until to-morrow ৪৮2০ "clock p.m. 


Special Committee on Finance met at the Mayor's office, in the 
City hall, in the City of Little Rock, Arkansas, February 5th, 
1877. Presiding, Hon. Wm. M. Fishback; present, Mr. Barnett, 
Mr. Stubbs, Mr. Davis of Pope, Mr. Walker, Mr. Davis of 
Searcy, Mr. Jacks, Mr. Watson, Mr. Eagle and Mr. McKennon. 


Mr. THOMAS FLETCHER was called and sworn and testified as 
follows: 
` 8 
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‘By Mr. STUBES,. What is your age? 
Fifty-seven. years old. 
Where do you reside? 
In the city of Little Rock. 
What is your occupation? ` 
- Tama lawyer by profession. 
Do you know anything concerning the “Funding Act” 
that was passed in the year 1869? 
A. I know of such an “Act” on the Statute books. 1 was a 
resident of Little Roek at the time said Act was passed. 
Q. Do you know of any money being used to obtain the 
‘passage of said Act? 
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A. Ido not Ihave heard it as a rumor on the streets and. | 


through the newspapers that there was. . 
٠ Q. Do you know of any one who has asserted that he knew 
of any one interested in the passage of such an Act? 

A. I do not. | 

Q. What percent, or do you know, did a man by the name 
of Charles B. Johnson get of these bonds? ` | 

A. I heard that he and Denekla got fifty-two per cent. of it. 
Don't know anything about it myself. ` Can't even say who told 
‘me. It was common rumor on the streets. 


Mas. W. D. BrocHER, called and sworn, testified as follows: 
Q. Whatis yourage? 
A. Tam thirty-five years old. 
Q. Where do you reside? ` 
A. In the city of Little Rock. 
Q. . What is your occupation? 
A.’ Lam a printer and a publisher. 
` Q. . (In answer to question.) I wasconnected with the Gazette 
in 1869, at the time the Funding Act of April 6th, 1869, was 
pending. I have no knowledge of any money or bonds being 
paid or offered to any body connected with the paper to secure 
influence, or for any other illegitimate purpese. 


I have no knowledge of any money being paid by any body 
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io any member of the Legislature. Have heard such rumors 
but did not and do not now believe them, 


I know there are some names connected with it, such as J udge 
Rose and Watkins, whom I believe to be too pure ever to think 
of such a transaction. 


MAJOR T. C. PEEK, called and sworn, testified as follows: 


Iam forty-seven years old; I reside in the city of 3 Rock. 
"Profession, a lawyer. 


By THE CHAIRMAN. Do you know anything in relation to 
-the frauds connected with the funding of the Holford Bonds? 


A, Iknow of nothing of my own personal knowledge. But 
D. J. Smith stated publicly, and I heard him state, that the agent 
of the Holfords was here during the session of 1869; and offered 
to take the $121,000 and interest. 

“By Mz. STUBBs.. Do you know anybody who does know any- 
thing about the influences which secured the passage of that 
Funding Act? ` 

A. Dr. R. G. Jennings told me that Milt. Rice and Judge 
Watkins and Judge Rose had frequent caucuses in his (J ennings) 

“back room, about this very business, and that he was satisfied 
they drew up the bill. J. G. Price told me also, at that time, ' 
that Rose and Watkins drew up the bill, and it was commonly so 
believed both then and since. J have nothing further that I 
recollect. | 


Dr. R. G, JENNINGS, being sworn, testified as follows : 


I am forty-four years old; I reside in Little Rock; Iam a 
physieian by profession. 


Here the Chairman read to him that part of T testimony of 
TT. C. Peek, which related to him, with a request that he tell what 
he knows of the matter. . 


A. I had a large office in the Metropolitan building, before it 
was converted into a hotel; there were held there, during the time 
the Legislature of 1869 was in session, frequent conferences. 
Among those present at these conferences, were, Joseph Brooks, 
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Powell Clayton, the two Rices, Hadley, and about ten or twelve ۰ 
others. I discovered by coming in on them, by overhearing 
their conversations, and by an inquiry or two, that they were en- 
0 gaged in this Holford Bond business. Judge Watkins came into 
their conferences twice, and then J udge Rose made his appear- 
ance د‎ good many times. 

Q. What was it you overheard ? 

A, I cannot at this late date exactly recall the language, but 
I heard enough to convince me that it was in relation to funding 
the Holford Bonds. 

By Mr. STUBBS. Who drew up the bill? 
. A. I 00 uot know. Gov. Garland told me that he had been 
approached on the subject, but had refused. Mr. Pomeroy occu- 
pied with me the office, and I think he gave them permission to 
hold their conference in our office. Garland said it was Charles 
B. Johnson who approached him as I understood. In my fre- 
quent conversations with Garland, he said he knew that these 
men had to have the services of some lawyer here, who knew all 
about the laws pertaining to the matter. 


M. L. Rice: called and sworn, and testified as follows: 

I am fifty-two years old. I reside in Little Rock. I am 
a lawyer by profession. 

Q. Were you in Little Rock at the time the Funding Act of 
April 6, 1869, was passed ? š | 

I was. 

Do you know who 07 that bill up? 

I do not. 

Have you àny idea who drew it up? 

Not a bit. 
` Were you ever in 4 sonatas with any other gentle- 
man upon that. subject ? 

A. I don't think I ever was. I frequently heard the subject 
mentioned. Gen. Brayman wanted me as attorney of the Cairo 
and Fulton Railroad to favor the funding of the public debt, as 
he desired to get aid to his road, and wanted the cxedit strength- 
ened, Hence his wish to have the debt funded. 


» 
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He accordingly drew up a bill, but his pu did not pass. I 
favored his bill substantially. | 

Q. Did you ever have a consultation in Dr. Jennings’ office 
with Clayton, Hadley and others? 

A. Inever had د‎ consultation with Clayton or Hadley., I 
was not in harmony with them. I was employed together with. 
Watkins & Rose by Denckla, to protect his railroad, the Fort 
Smith Road and get the State aid for Denckla’s road and other 
purposes instead of one contemplated on the south side of the 
river, and, with that view, I prepared and assisted in. getting 
through the Senate a bill to take from Clayton and the Board the 
power to grant State aid and have the Legislature award it I 
don't think Watkins & Rose assisted in getting the matter 
through the Legislature. I know of no money or bonds being 
used to pass the Funding Act through the Legislature. | 

Q. Did you ever have a conference with J udge uL & 
Rose in Dr. Jennings’ office? 

A. T never wasin a consultation with Rose or Watkins, or 
any body else in Dr. 3 ennings’ office in my life. I had an office 
in the same building, and if I had wanted to consult would havé 
used my own office, .Inever saw Judge Watkins in my office 
during that session of the Legislature. Judge Rose and every 
other lawyer less advanced in age may have called, and doubt- 
less did call, jn my office on business, but never about this 
‘Funding Act. , : 


JUDGE ROSE recalled: ۱ ۹ 


I do not know where Dr. J santos office was in 1869. About 
the month of March, 1869, I was, as attorney, engaged i in an 
extensive -controversy about the franchise and property of the 
Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad Company. I represented 
Denckla, and parties living in New York and Boston, as against : 
Thomas M. Bowen, James L. Hodges and others. I went 
several times to the Metropolitan Hotel on that business to talk 
with my clients, but never to consult with any body about the 
Funding Bil. I never conversed with Clayton or Hadley or 
any body else about the passage of that bill. 
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B. F, Rice called’ and sworn, and testified as follows: 

I was not in the State during the session of the Legislature at: 
which the Funding Act passed, nor.did I ever have any consul- 
tation with the gentlemen named in Dr. Jennings’ statement, nor 


any body else, either separately or ست‎ in regard to the ` 


Funding of the Holford Bonds. 


JOEN, G. PRICE, oe 0 testified as follows: 

(In answer to question.) Maj. Peek is mistaken, I think, in 
his statement that I told him that Watkins & Rose drew up.the 
Funding Act of April 6, 1869, I never knew anything about. 
it and don’t recollect ever to have. told Peek anything about it.. 

Q. Do you know of any money or bonds being used to influ- 
ence the Legislature in the passage of the Funding Act of April 
6, 1869. | 

A. Idonot. Mr. Brooks opposed the bill to a certain point: 
and some gentleman came in, spoke to him privately, and he- 
suddenly favored the bill. I think he had introduced. the bill. 
But his conduct attracted my attention at the time as singular. I 
` was presiding. . I do not know that there was an agent of the. 
Holfords here, but it was so stated at the time. "There was but 


one Demoerat i in that House. 


Dr. C. WATKINS, called and sworn, testified as follows: 
Tam _ thirty-five years old; I reside in Little Róck; my occu- 


‘pation is that of a druggist. 


Q. Are you a son of Judge Watkins, donet a partner of 


Judge Rose? 
A. Iam, 


Q. Do you know of your 0 selling د‎ Mess মিরা of | 


land to Denckla? 
A. Yes, sir, the lands. were sold to Denckla for twenty-five 


thousand dollars in Little Rock and Fort Smith Railroad Bonds, 
and five thousand dollars in currency. The amount of land 
sold was about thirty thousand acres. 


time? 


Q. Did you hear Jour father speak of the sale, in his life- | 
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A. Idid. He spoke casually of it. He did not enter into 
the particulars. I suppose he did not want to pay taxes on them 
and preferred to sell, 7 

Q. How long did he own those lands? 

A. Don’t know. I have the title papers. His title was good 
and some he held as long as twenty years. 

Q. Did you find any of those bends in his possession after 
his death ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many? 

A. Fourteen of the bonds 0 $14, 000, and seven hnn- 

' dred dollars to his credit in the Little Rock and Fort Smith 
Railroad office. He was buying lands with bonds. 

Q. What did you do with the bonds? 

A. 1 took stock for them in the new railroad ' company, and 
paid five per cent, on the amount, and only have one thousand 
dollar bond in the new company, and seven thousand two hun- 
dred dollars stock. | 

Q. What are they worth § ? 

. A. Not more than I gave, so far as 1 have been able to find 
out in my ‘effort to sell. - we E. 
` Q. Didyou ever find anything in your father’s s papers to 7 
that your father was the-agent of the Holford heirs? 

À. No, sir. 

Q. Did your father have any Holford Bonds? ? 
` A. No, sir, 


Judge U. M. Rose filed here a certified copy of the original 
deed of conveyance of the lands, from Judge Geo. C. Watkins 
to Wm. P. Denckla, for which he (Watkins) received the twenty- 
five thousand dollars in the Little Rock 0 Fort Smith Railroad 
Bonds. 


. وي 


TUESDAY, 6th day of February, 1877. 
Met pursuant to adjournment. Judge U. M. Rose appeared 
before the committee and asked that the Chairman be sworn and 
examined. 
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‘Juber Rose, Will you state what s are the contente of a cer- 
tain cypher said to be in Fort Smith and to which allusion has 
been made in the testimony of Mr. Sandles? 


A. I have seen what was said, by those who had an oppor- 
tunity to know, to be a copy of a Key to a cypher found among 
Charles B, Johnson’s papers after his death. This copy gave 
the names‘of some twenty prominent characters connected with 
the Legislation upon the Holford and Railroad Aid Bonds, and 
opposite to each name was a word or phrase by which I judge 
the true name was to'be known in their correspondence. There 
were also names for such phrases as “Preferred Stock,” “First 
Mortgage Bond,” “Land Bonds,” “Funding Act," etc. if I 
recollect right. At the time I .was shown this I was also told 
that letters written in this cypher were also found among Mr. 
Johnson's papers. 

Q. Were the names of Watkins and Rose, or either of them 
found in this cypher? 

À. They were not. 


Dr. JENNINGS reealled. 


Q. Where were those conferences to which you allude in 


your testimony held? 

A. In my office, No. 8, in the Metropolitan Hotel building. 
Col. J. M. Pomeroy was also an occupant of the office; he was 
there most of his time; I was out most of the time. 


-- Q.- Who also had an office there? ` 1 


A. On the same floor, Mr. Rice, TM McDonald and Gen. | 


Bishop Had offices, 

Q. How happened it that Clayton and Brooks held con- 
ferences in your room? " 
` A. I did’nt know any thing about it until I came in on them. 


Mr. Pomeroy told me they had requested it, and he had granted- 


it. I said it was all right. 

Q. Were either of the Rices there. 

A. I can’t remember. all. I made a memorandum of them 
afterwards when I got to thinking about it. There were several 
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members of the Legislature present. Clayton, Brooks Hadley - 
and the two Rices—Milton and Ben—and I think Alexander ` 
McDonald, and others whom I don't remember now, were there. 
` They were the men who.were the generally recognized managers 
of the Radical party. 
Q. Were all these men at these conferences? 
A. I don’t know that all of them were there, but there was a 
majority of them. — 
Q. . Do you remember seeing me there in any of দি con- 
ferences ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
On how many occasions ? S 
. Can't say, but if I recollect right on several occasions. 
With whom was I there? 
With these men referred to. 
Was Brooks there? 
Yes, sir. 


س د 


eit 


» 


* 


P ৮৮‏ ف حم 


* 


Q. Are ron positive? | 
A. Iam, That is what made me think so strangely of it. 
Q. What were we talking about ? 

A. I can’t say. 

Q. Did you ever hear Judge Watkins or myself mention the 


Holford Bonds or the Funding Act, before the passage of the 
act. 

A. I did not. 

Q. You say when you stepped in you stepped out again at. ` 

‘ once? 

. À. Yes,sir. It was iis a mere interruption. 

. Q. Do you recolleet that about that time there was a litigation 

going on here between Bowen & Co. on one side, and Denckla 

and others, on the other, which attracted considerable attention 


from us as well as men from other States, all of whom met at 
that building and discussed it frequently ? 


A. I recall it now. 
Judge Rose asked leave to correct his statement. 
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I remember being in am office in the Metropolitan building, 
- about a railroad suit alluded to before, but I did not know it 
was Jenning's office; thought it was Pomeroy's. There were 
always about that building a crowd of politicians. Most.of them 


were men who were intimate with the parties on one side or 


other of the railroad suit in which he was engaged. There were 
several persons here from New York, and probably some from 
Boston, and I represented those men. ‘The other side was made 
up of Bowen, Weeks, J. L. Hodges, and various other persons, 
who were associated with them. Ido not now know all their 
names. 


Bowen was a judge of the Supreme Court. He and these 
associated with him, had organized a corporation and elaimed to 
be the owners of the franchise and property of the Little Rock 
and Fort Smith Railroad Company, which had been held and 
claimed by my clients. These parties generally met at Mr. Rice’s 
office, which was on the same floor and in the same building with 
Mr. Pomeroy’s office, and as I remember, just opposite across the 
hall. The opposing parties were sometime trying to compromise 
their differences, and frequently they broke up into small groups 
for consultation and discussion, and, I think, that I was in Mr. 
Pomeroy’s office more than once in this way. I think I remem- 
ber seeing Mr. Pomeroy there at his desk. I am certain that I 
was in Bishop’s office. The doors were generally open, and I think 
that I was in both offices, in talking about the railroad suits 
which were up for discussion for probably three or four weeks. 
I never talked with Clayton, Brooks or Hadley, about the rail- 
road matter or any other, at that time. I do not think that I 
had ever spoken to Brooks or Hadley at that time, and I have 
some.doubt whether I have ever spoken to Clayton, though I 
may have done so. I may add that the Metropolitan hotel build- 
ing was at that time a very publie place, ana was visited by 
many persons in the course of a day. There must have been ten or 
fifteen persons; whə met daily there about the railroad litigation 
. alone. There were a number of offices in the building, all pub- 
lic offices, so far as I know. ` 
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JAMES M. POMEROY, called and sworn, testified as follows: 
Age, forty years; residence, Little Rock; occupation, attorney: 
at law. 
* Q. Did you have an office in the Metropolitan building in 
` 1869, near Mr. 7 
. A. I had one next by Mr. Rice’s, part of the time, before 
that perhaps opposite. m 
Q. What was the width of the hall between? 
A. Perhaps eight feet. 
©, Do you remember the litigation between Denckla and 
Bowen and others, about a railroad, arising that spring? 
Yes, sir. 
Do you remember seeing me then with them? 
I have a general impression of your preserice' sometimes. 
Did you ever see Judge Watkins there ? | 
It seems to me I have, but could not say positively. 
Did you ever hear either of us My anything about the 
Funding Act? 
A. Never. If I had I should m remembered that. 
Q. Did Dr. Jennings occupy your office? ` 
A. Yes, sir, we occupied it together." | 
Q. Did you héar the question of the Funding Act discussed 
during that time, about that office? 
A. Have no recollection of any discussion about that office, 
but take it for granted there were such. 
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ADDENDA. 


Special Committee on Finance met at the Mayor's office, in the 
city of Little Rock, on February 3d, 1877. Present and pre- 
siding, Hon. Wm. M. Fishback. Other members of the Com- 
mittee present, Mr. Eagle, Mr. Walker, Mr. Stubbs, Mr. Davis. 
of Pope, Mr. Jacks, Mr. McKennon and Mr. Watson. ` 

Gov. W. R. MILLER and JupGE U. M Ross, constituting 
the Finance Board, were called before the Committee to commu- 
.nieate such information as was in their possession in regard to 
the Bonded debt of the State and the different propositions made 
by the holders of the State securities for a final adjustment. ` 


Gov. :لا‎ I communicated all I knew in the premises. 
in my message. I know nothing of what sort of propositions 
the holders will make. - Nor of what kind of securities the New 
York Committee represent, whether of the disputed or undis- 
puted debt.. Mr; Latham tells me that they represent about five 
millions of our debt. He also said that they represent all classes 
of our bonded debt. 

Q. Have you any means of knowing whether this New York 
Coramittee can control all of our Bonds? 

A. Of course not. I only know what they say. 


JUDGE Rose: No definite proposition for adjustment has 
ever been made to the Finance Board by the Bondholders or 
their representatives. 

I know of nothing of what this New York Gees can or 
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. propose to do, except what Mr. Latham has probably told you 


Pd 


and has told me? 

Q. How long do you suppose it would take to get a propo- 
sition from the Bondholders, agreed to by them ? 

A. Idoubt whethera unanimousagreement could be obtained. 
Probably a majority of the holders of the Bonds in value, might 
exercise a controlling influence over the others by stating a prop- 
osition, which, if accepted by the State, would leave the others 
to accept this proposition or not, with the disadvantage of not 
securing any advantage from the settlement in case they rejected 
the proposition. 


GEO. C. WATKINS 
to ` e 
WILLIAM P. DENCELA, 
Be it known, and it is hereby witnessed, that Geo, C. Watkins 


۱ WARRANTY DEED. 


_of the city of Little Rock, in the State of Arkansas, for and in 
consideration of the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars (say . 


$25,000) received, therefore have sold and do hereby grant bargain 
and sell to William P. Denckla, of the city of New York, his 
heirs and assigns in fee, the following described lots, tracts or 


. parcels of land; situated in said State of Arkansas, namely: 
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ARKANSAS COUNTY. 


Und hf nw qr SW qr................ 
Und ne dr ne qr.......... ROE وو‎ 6 
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Und nw qr ne qr...................... - 
Und e hf se (s of Ark River)... 
^ Und hf nw qr se qr(sof Ark riv) 
Und ne fr gr (s of Ark riv)......... 
Und n pt së qr (sof Ark riv)... 
Und n pt sw qr (S of Ark riv)... 
Und w bf nw fr qr (s of Ark riv) 27 
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w hfnw qr.. এককক 5450245029 پک و و رر رر‎ xal 
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HEMPSTEAD COUNTY. 


PART OF SECTION. SECTION. TOWNSHIP. RANGE, NO. ACRES, 
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PERRY COUNTY. 


d 


PART OF SECTION. SECTION. TOWNSHIP. বিবি 


qp» ACRES. 
| 
Undivided hf sw qr sw qr. ا‎ z 9 5n 19 w 20 00 
Undivided e hfne qr..... - 17 5n 19 w 40 00 
Undivided sw qr ne qr .......... 17 on 19 w 20 00 
Undivided nw qr se qr... 22 No 5n 19 w _ Jj Bw | 1 200 
YELL COUNTY 

Undivided hfe Gë Se e qr. : 7 5n 19 w “40 0 
Undivided w hf.. 72 & 5n 19 w 160 00 
Undivided seqr........................ 8 5n 189 w 80 00 
Undivided w hf ne ar. a 8 i 5n 19 w 40 00 

Undivided se of ne qr............... 8 5n 19 w 20 
7ndivided nw of sw qr. وا‎ ihia 9 5n 19 w 20 00 
N undivided nw qr... ঠক 17 5n 19w :80 00 
Undivided nw qr of ne 2 qr. রি 17 on 19 w 20 00 

Undivided ne qr... / 8 8 5n 19 w 80 
Undivided | n hf se je qr... IT ات‎ 18 5n 19 w 40 00 

LAWRENCE COUNTY. 
: _ WOODRUFF COUNTY. 

Spt nw qr (eof White river)... 31 ] 4n | 4۷ ۱ 39 88 
N pt nw qr (e of White river). al in iw c 40 67 
S pt no ae 6 of White river)... 30 4 iw 45 40 
N pt se qr (e of White viver)... کا‎ 30 in iw 41 29 


ہد < ———————————————————————— 


JACKSON COUNTY. 
হি 3 . Mn _ ^ iw 0 


P PA ہے سٹو رثات سو ری‎ ER بت‎ — ———— 1 Sen 


Containing in the aggregate ৮৮৪ thousand four hun- . 


dred and four acres and fifty-eight hundredths acres(29,404.58-100) 
of land, be the same more or less, according to the publie surveys, 
and that I and my heirs shall and will warrant and forever defend 
the samé with every, the appurtenances thereunto belonging 
unto the said grantee, his heirs and assigns from and against the 
lawful claims or demands of all persons whomsoever و‎ as’ wit- 
nessed my hand and seal, at Little Rock aforesaid, this the 9th 
day of May, A.D. 1871. 

SEAL, ۱ GEO. C. 17 


5 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, to-wit : 
Berit remembered that on this day appeared before me, the 
undersigned, clerk of the Supreme Court of said State, appeared 


[52] 


in his own proper person, George C. Watkins, to me individually 
well known to bethe person whose name appears upon and is sub- 
scribed to the within and foregoing deed of conveyance, and 
stated and declared that he had executed said’ deed, for the con- . 
sideration and purposes therein mentioned and set forth, and 
desired the same to bé certified, which is accordingly done. 


In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 

hand as such clerk, and affixed. the seal ` 

L.S. , ofsaid Court, at my office in the City of Little 
Rock, in said State, this 13th day of May, A.D. 


. 1871. 
N. W. Cox, 
۱ Clerk. 
A true copy of the original deed, filed and recorded, December 
17, 1873. | د‎ 
Ww. KEARNEY, ات‎ 
Clerk and Recorder. 


A 


COUNTY OF Conway. 

I, H. A. Nations, Clerk and Recorder for Conway County, do 
hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and perfect 
copy of the trué deed therein named, as appears from the record 

in my office. | 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, ) | 


Witness my hand and oifieial seal, this February 
L. S. 3, 1877. | 
DH A. NATIONS, 

Clerk. 


| 
৫ Í 
elu, চিনি TUM i 
سور‎ ee ۱ 


Oo 


ee CeCe ال‎ da 


VOU VA 
اس ہت‎ 
سو مس‎ "mer 


Guo Vo |‏ ہم لملا Ww be‏ مث 
regen o‏ موی vay oco i‏ 


۱۳ 86 Moe um ہے‎ 7 


/ ۱ ۱ ; 
4S9 | 


7 می پو لړ 


Lint وز‎ E 


| گر سس ور t‏ مسر موی ار Wh‏ 
2t (|‏ 


c Te APRES‏ ہی 
9A.‏ 1| ۱ 


| 


— as 


wanna asnapa SADC পপ পপ E وید جنب‎ ra کوب یراع‎ r 
۳ 


autura ss EEN‏ د یه 
جب ا سس مه زرو دوخ سن سب تع ويدب ود کی 


a 7 سے & وه‎ ice iot সপ পপ পক পট সকল موم‎ 
£ 
۳۸ ۰ : 
# کر‎ f 
Z 
4 * 
D 


> 


Fo 
په ېسر ینو‎ আপ পক পা সপ পপ পক 
0 


2 
= 


4 و20 
Cf» ۰‏ 


"474 


f, £ M 
Wen چو مہم‎ 


4 3 


৩৬ - ৯২০ Y‏ تلاو نیم 
ur H : ` ۱ ۱‏ 
سو we‏ بر BO ex xo.‏ م thew‏ 


| 
{ 
} 
| 
۱ 
ৰ 


| 
۱ 
| 
i 
۱ 


E sca প Mw Mel مس ته‎ BOOM EN, | 


491 


N 26 ما‎ ওই hoy পিছ | 
00১ 397999 € Se کی‎ seg سستلامه‎ Q— 


Mew 7 ۱ e ب‎ আহ ٠ 
০০৪৯৮ S بب‎ xo টা কতা 


| me pe قد‎ ০০ چھد ال مسب جه‎ T: 


os | | 49 
Z Pobrany 27 25 


| 

۱ 

| 

| 

| vo a KA, یل‎ Bae مه‎ A 
Mah ke e c قر‎ | 

| | | : 


| ۱ Po Zo Melo wad Co AIC EE a 7 مه‎ 
Llak No loQ wad -عه‎ Crucan cO ۵ AE ھی‎ ভি 


0 


Pl Uu N =‏ وور 
জি -‏ مس وه هه Belen‏ 


~ 


~ 


Ny, ০৫০০৫৮১১০৫০ ০৮৫৩০ ০৫০০৫, ০০০০ | 


SUC)‏ لغ یوس 


Ak ug ? | `‏ / سے duart el‏ ۾ 


| | 

‘uclar Maki of ০০৫ | 
| ۱ 

i 


| = ০৫৮৫০ «_, Yells 
۱ Kever, ZZ, Zë E : 
| 


$ * 
3 


1 
! 


495 


2 دج 

| How cre ZA / d 
p ê و و‎ ra, 07 | 
Lok جو ې سس‎ Z<. 77 Z 6 | /৫ ` 
| : 
| 

| 

| 

| 


রকি 


So ৮৫০০০০৫০৫৫৫ Paki Cites سكسا سس سه‎ E 
x Z, 22 Moo Heu ber? Of Zo — Heal a E | 
| accen T al Aa E z eura trou oo de Kelt = 

| Gu cC Za < om هر مک عم‎ Cure’ Met ec) ef ৮০ 
| Paracel Lone Que orclew ৫/৫০০০ 


Hou cu aac Che Mow tr Bu hece‏ سم 


< 
A 
Zi بب‎ 
| aen wa Neger? 26 


۱ وت‎ ps 
GC. 
۱ Dewy € نا‎ 
M چوس کون سس‎ 


£96 


A 
7 


D 
সপন পপ পপ পাশা 


` 
KH 
TEE কপ সস কাস 


E 


"D cep | 
VM T 
4 ۱ x 
¿<o Hay ہے‎ 
— the 
07) ہم‎ ¿A هبل لک‎ Staley 
FPO earn Pact 
| CIA nae 
مھ‎ 7 Ph ০০০০৮ 
| ہو‎ Lag | عم مهن‎ af Uns 
2f aZ ore | 
ھ7‎ VAR. GE ! 
Marius مسار ههه‎ 06 ۱ 
۱ 7 ft Maer 


47 
শি? এরি Mn E 
Ls che, uate 


AU عله‎ rahe of t= Cat SOS. | 
M 9 | x 
یم‎ AU the Thx @ — Á سس‎ LFR SE ۱ 
| ۱ 

یز | 


© کی ) ہہ 
اہب We E‏ 
৮/৮৩ © TM Na‏ 


e o سے ھب‎ সি estat مو — چم نر‎ 
কস ومو‎ 22৬ ie سا‎ regien; 4 


Wu (৬৩০ eco dr oda ۱۳۲۱ ০৬ E | 
| WWW @ © 

NV اک ہے سس 0ھ‎ | I 
| | \ Whe A | 
| | : WOW Oise) صرح‎ Z | 
Ww o EE 
X 22 س‎ ৬ Cul ances: 
| س۷۷۷۷‎ 

x — x 


1 
D 


WAS ۱ 
Mema M a. سید‎ ۱ 
| اسه سه‎ ' 
ue SUT PELE cu emet CIM aku. | | 
| 
Mu 6588 © ١ 
৮ Bose Ws Meer ۹7 


—a Y 


1 ہمھ‎ des UE 


٦ 
= 
E 


= 
T 
E 


পপ 270 


PT ES TE 0 سو‎ | | 


Í 
: 
2 
Ki 
4 


š 
Tu 


سی رت dee‏ جج ود 


` 
` 
۰ H 
পপি পপ নী সির সস পপ লি পাস. পপ পপ পপ, E EE EE 


Wi 
pP 


وه 


uc 
E weesen, | 
SIE ظ‎ x 
un Wassen (o 
| | | 1 


cdi E‏ دمه 


f 


ch 
3 


ی وا موس رس عدي সী‏ د صن ru) tica ক‏ ول সক span:‏ تار পপ‏ شش وح مر سف ںہ سس ہش 


j| 500 


MB | JUS ou 
irYYNS Ros 3 i 
YN Oa sx ہیں لك‎ Om ote RAN po I سه تس‎ 
NV\ e A a سم‎ d 9 CLONE 
۵3۳ سض‎ ০১১১7৬১৯১৮০ ১৮৯ y 
m a Wr O. Q ¿e ۳ 


| 501 
۱ t 
: : : 
> 0 


| کت i‏ 
ظ سپ wl‏ —- 


et cl 3 لص کلم‎ x 


$ 
£ 


wed a 
سه لے‎ a ہہ‎ EE Se 
"١۷ Bios ৬৭১৮০০৪৮4৮৩ Oe 


Bade ab mre Aree -‏ 65525 مب 
চার capt 3.)‏ 
x x‏ 
৯৯৯২‏ 


| | 

| 

| 

| 

M NOE بس‎ 

s. iin cas وس‎ 
৪৯১৬০ را ىمل و‎ AAAS سس‎ 
eee Be , Oë E, e e 
۱ 


সা সি 


e A7‏ 7 ارس 


ems رج وير‎ ei ৯ আসা সর کہ‎ 


2:8০ 


هس 


1٢ 


t 


" 
5 7 
و و‎ 
e e e 1 
OG u š 4 
m 2 Š 
دي‎ 1 : 
¥ ^ - 
P 5 
D 
- — 
- 
١ e . zs 
' 
- 


i 


۱ 


3 
i 
3 


t 7‏ 
٨سوومرس‏ ووس مر فسمسه ER‏ مس ږې سس رت راو কত‏ مسب سو سم ক‏ ېې مه br‏ مط = তত শি‏ جحي wary‏ چا ت۲ 
—- 
{ 
۱ 1 


Suse (৯৮০৮৫ 


{ 


| 
ھ‎ ১0৮৮ ২৯৯৪০ me Shenae sl | 
1١ ٤ 
| | | 
| 


I 
| | 


' 9 
à 2 
x t 2 t ۱ 1 
CN رق‎ TO | : 
1 
; 2 
مهم‎ 
; 1 
i 


: | 
: 
is : 


` 


| 
سو‎ ۱ š 


x= Cte یمیس لل‎ পিট 00 07 ما =— - ت‎ e 


7 ররর 
سس‎ ৮৫৫৩ نیز‎ 


Si wll ¿Z< CALL m 


পি healed 2/4%%৫৮৫% - yr ay I cud .. 
Sou 


۱ . ۱ 
i 


thie Llak LLL اس‎ | 


E 
e লিপ উপ وسوی‎ শিস পাপা লরি উপ ول سا ماپ وم ټم دې‎ নিল عمد‎ পা o 
x 


و ۱ 


۰ E 
شس سید سا‎ অ شس‎ আস ia pun اطع و‎ at e s Ht ورل رلم دم‎ an ہہ‎ ry i নস mei مسا‎ TT u WA T Le ESSE 3000000000 5 سس‎ ] 78, 
D 
1 5 


| 510 


1 
$ 
. < 22527625528) T Y ۱ 
i 
o . . | 
۱ i 
H 


Bre Lohan} رکه ىلمع‎ tical, | ۱ PEE : 


KA 
Kat. 


E 


W. এরা Ee LEE 


চি 
ey ےت‎ 3 


এটা শি oe ti পি یو‎ ane SS. ree ICE وب وېي هلپ‎ CR eI A P itus co t ومر یپ سل‎ CAC ei পাস টপস عب‎ — 


o wed. x 
7 m ٦ 
et Eeer سوس سوه‎ ee 

(OU ۱ 
080 | ۱ x 


etia Scone ,ھی‎ 


| 


| 912 


pr 
4® 


V s paqar یسم و وی مج ردو‎ i 


ا SÉ EE, E‏ تی 


dry. 7E sc 
" এ সা সেক, কী এ 


- " سم‎ KT (EVA 
ডিন হু টা موا‎ 


۳2 علللم همیل‎ boty Whe و مل‎ Me x 
পতন TG SC SD mae E 


eJ Mou geeks”‏ ما؟ماں 


HB. 


Vira. E 


T 
| 
; 
IB 
n 
j 


۳ 
۱ 
Ë 
x 
ei 


1 
D 
: 
t 
| 
| 


NN SONS cee টি se 


: ০৬» RO J : 


514 


| C ره‎ psy) 
টিসি 


| | 
সি ods ماله‎ | 
H 


me‏ من ھک جلا 
2৩‏ 


3 ۱ رمم کن‎ oa ec, 


| تلہم عم اعت ew‏ د اا ا دق یمه 


eh Bd Ko EE سب‎ 


m "i 
تسس‎ ose E ০) VS 
4 3o. em 


ZZ 


اس نه | Š P‏ ہے کت جک 


| 


€" 


E | 1 311 


abusus NS ‪90 ven o] 
ien d de کا‎ afe rnt | | 
Jw ers | 
muuli ad هت‎ 277 ` | 
| 


| 
| 
"m" 
al 
2 
x 
EA 


en 
* 


li ۰ S , 7 E ` ۱ 


¿C‏ کک 


p LP LL 0C مت‎ oon S PN MOS Seen 
ohlit by paca oon ur یل‎ < Z ex. سکس سم‎ 
by ৫০ ১০০০ ہے کا‎ ZERO سے کر ےو کوک‎ Vo بو‎ — 
مق‎ facto, I wey ja e d adda J a 
Z ‘works Vias ue, سے وہ ےہ‎ ৮০০৫ ক Z شش په‎ 
لمعن‎ 


—: ایس‎ স্পা +4 880008728 0 দিত 


Le ecu 


fone affdarch ৫০০০৫ Z< € < Z=. 


x 
| 
| ساصمعصيمه‎ 
| | 

— EE مین ےک ےھ‎ ouh tha. سمحن‎ Healt 
| 
| 


pot ac: House ⁄ CL. Jue x. i. سوہ لس‎ ۱ 


PN AE Ru dud ME dr 

outer, 22 cea ZT K Al, ge‏ نات سه fur // GL ০৫০৫৮‏ مہ ہے 
ee |‏ ےک Cres‏ وھ حلص Har, noth, Quol‏ هی 
| 72224 


E 
5 


ii 


سمدم اموسر جع anî‏ جا SPREE SO‏ شش 


سويت 


— sa و و ی هه‎ a 


Ulo molea ےے وسم 260552 ے‎ 7৮441 


n 
| 51 
1 ` 
0 
n 


0 
مس سر , 
P‏ 


Mo Go | (6 معمه و2‎ anh. anda wee Ro Me ০০৫1, 
MINA en تيمک سر‎ esie 


EE SS টো ৩৮৮০, 


+ 


ور 
3 
3 
1 
in‏ 
di‏ 
ES‏ 
E‏ 
1 
d‏ 


۱ [aras € 


5 
1 
wa 
Š 

ji 
1 
١ 
` 


A 
~ 


2 x 
ES 
d 
14 
A 
$ 
1 
A 


EA yor ۳ 7/7 ০০০৫ 72۰ | 


Ke 


3 


out MT‏ مت wad ৮০০০৫ “< fuih‏ همی نه 


| 


" 


ai 


Z 


ea, C ratae‏ ۍن 
GEO et, LM, ow 5227 nev.‏ سور 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 


a 


| 
وص 27 سس‎ u E | 


“Ç rb سم‎ auk He یر یجہت‎ ۱ 
| ! 
Z ৫7৫4 ¿“< ZZ; wurde Per a n | 


SR 
nh 
uH 
SNS: 
"n 
ABE 
1 


i 


| HE was Mall Mo A I 


— سرت > 7 5( مت 
Me Z ha ttm Z a তি < —‏ 


Sh coh 
Gre’ OE LOA 7 (Py aa E 
Pun p da EZ us هم م6‎ PAPE" P» ر سه‎ 


. 


l 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


z 42৮০০ ,مق لال‎ deg Gave E هال‎ 
Ny وف‎ Voi ^ar یی و‎ vot a 


EEE شب‎ e حي ص و‎ Kees 
: | 
E 


= | 
وو سب لا نه و د هدو ৫০৫55‏ رس و 1 


৮৫০০ Z= do وکسه به کل‎ ee M مد‎ 
Ait Qud o e. 


Cee, Quiles oer Í< =‏ کر p» of ar‏ مل 


EN 


ارسیت 


۱ سے‎ of ৫০০০০, পু 
Mew areal ho diee ed 0 ie 6- C x 


Mu Hitin ৪৮০০ 4 the পরি পদ teak Ce 


8০৪ heater rule ds غه‎ — 


C ; دا‎ 22225 26 < ALL ০৫০০০ 


x 
p 
" 
Lune 
| 


7 BO ; ২১০৩৪ | د‎ 
[SETA Cones \ 


Abee ل‎ Sig سونو‎ 
i ۱ 
i ON স্তন, 


TENE | | 


| 
۸ د‎ mu 5-5 


| 590 


mt | 


1 


1 
1 
" 


A thie ridic ae t Fee 
২০০০০], 4 


52 | | m ظ‎ 


এ دو‎ d. Gd dE IUE یز‎ 
PAPA কাজা abor f< inks بب‎ )62( puare Ae , | 
¿< 7 MLL Cou Gee عم ممه‎ Ae — 

< su nea or rA sr p << MCCC 


GE 5 


em erga‏ وه rs‏ تو ہتپ 


i 
i 


1 


l 
i 
AAA كبري‎ ore 
i 


| 
. 1 
d 
ং 


Peerna” 


à 
Y 
= 
B 
+ ^ 
` 


ua 


| B 
‘Ro BW 


Bohn. /f77. 0 
p নিলি ERU Ç 
متسیب )ال‎ ond کچ‎ 
| oud | 
کہ‎ চিতা AE ars oad Xx Q=. 
ab: Gey 9৮ Rho )هم‎ IN سملمم‎ | 
eg x 
Bree” 
21 
SoMa Ale e 


udo Me bel 
مسا‎ 
SA سوه وسو سو‎ EE b 


Sebi ظ‎ 


৪১০০০ me‏ رمكل 

৯২১ U 

| RD, x 

x ۱ Au “O \ i 
Wee ni ia 


۱ کن ہے 1 ase‏ ات ری تس deg‏ 
1 دمصلا 


Se)‏ ہیں سیت جوف 


=> সত هنوو‎ 


سس ویو سس سس 


x 
"0ص ننس حلسم تو وبتر ېټ‎ 
OL sm n 


E A‏ و رد مر ېر سو 


onm‏ :جه هودع Y d SE‏ " وس soa‏ سر بے کم 


مسمس موو و مسا شه 


| 
0 
1 
i 
D 
1 
6 
I 
NW l; 
জজ | 
+ 
E 
"a 
ip 
1 
di 


IIIS DET 
22০5 x ۳ 3 


سس سے ےجس چو سسجت جج 


v >‏ 
ee‏ ا اا رر شش شس وو 
ZEIT =‏ 


شیو و ووس 


اوت ےنس ےس سس سے سے E‏ واي سی یم اه سمش pi‏ الا حم لسو Iu M‏ یں یی en‏ 


s‏ امو ولیس سي پیت 


দি‏ — په Ve‏ سو 
يراد T‏ 


[T 
` 


سس تیب 


1 
1 
4 
H 
» ff 

q 

1 

' 

1 

۰ 

P: 


Sad 
EE 
- 


=== 


= سم وج مل ھا I I ra ires i‏ ميمص په 
= 


e 3‏ عم 


معصضاسي د —— 


e aet dires OE Dmitri 


— duros 


Ze 


A a T‏ سس سس مسج 


b d eu هم سورب سن‎ সে এ ৯ 
2 T qe ER RRR سي وک و دی‎ AEA পন্থা 
b 
ig 
f ^i 


نے سيوس جيه جسم سح ہو سے مس جسم ماح تج یت بت 
سکم سے T‏ 


কিনি OUTLET rir 


gom : x‏ ود ہو 


x SEH wu 2 | 
٦ qe q \ اس‎ i 
2 V سیه‎ ৬৮৮ ۱ i x 
তি | Wart اھ‎ Pore 
۱ Moge | 
ta جا اه‎ x 
ES Pes 
y ےم صلل‎ 
হিঃ, rg BUE 


২৮০ 85753758845 885 
da, X7 1 My لس‎ 
Bloke PER 
Braden "ud 
O هروم‎ 
es Yay 2 MO. 
"Y V Sca a 

سو EC‏ 
همس تا 

Qu 
6 سوت‎ ees a 
SLB ae P Bae 
ملا سمش‎ 5 — = 7 


528 


I 


n—— —— و روص‎ 7 m 
5 
رجہ‎ 
` 
— 31 


i 


Ue Meda of Ms Le Rae پچ نه‎ —— galo سه‎ 


22০ woman acter fx Cs 


چو مس تہ ہیس ہی IE ও Quee‏ 


bey নীলপরি رع‎ 


7 7৮০৫5 ¿teo ৫০০০ مھ مه‎ Molino Gua Mey ¿(Z 
Lhe Hanit arda fer তি a Dbl حب‎ ani] 


Z= سه مه ی و یت‎ U 


Cu, 
SK. Mid Les Cee مه‎ Prat << 
jos wel و سا‎ ee ILL 


VPE 


E hee. wae 0 cect. 
Mee <= cs و‎ 


-— . 


= 58555553852 coda MUR CRM 
5 ال‎ nee eh ones It LC es TTT 


—— ی یمو‎ PR 
` 


wawas asus MES‏ رد ےر رر E‏ ہیں 


dE. m يور‎ PRI 2ب‎ oU 72 | 


} 
i 


ach eand tee attack mach مه‎ of کر‎ if Are 
روا در‎ Conacher alno aut «fas 


do ffeecaks oreo /0 Fel Go وميه سف تاس بے‎ < 


٢ 
i 
; 
: 
i 


' 
دو‎ wap 
y ' 


Sasi وه وه‎ UM eee 


E 


| 
í 


i 
| 


a 
1 
3 
۳ 
À 


x Aal 
| dX Dekor G1 $7 | 
Al ۲۰ od 

NR | AALE Raa | 

| ۱ w. . 

Some Áo ins ad ০৬০৮1. | 

Rooks Ro Wer ۱ 
ظ‎ Ev. দা We al 

mak d D wie WO wee, یی‎ dez dh 
1 | u IO earn 

55 77৬৮৮ ` 

Anann A 
0 جمس‎ A Sou سه وو‎ 
Soo ملاک نات ما‎ 
١ سه‎ EEN SE Re 


, 4 0 
SEN qoa Bo \ 1 . 
` ۱ ` 


ic Ki 
> جو‎ 
"€ SS 


په پک 
` ۰ 
RS 4‏ 


S 
Š 


A 


—— 


VV . ۱ UM cau. 


1 
| 


[^ b. ا‎ 
4 
i 


j 
F 
` 


0 


7 
2 


i 
i 


A a رر الله‎ et" 


سي 


! | 1 

| ۱ 7 

SG ০৫, ما‎ 

| me موم قوس‎ Ee 
| OOTY MS. ر ھل‎ d : 

| ) Sm له‎ No vs € A AA Ro Wore Valea 


i — 
A 


990 | 


En 7 7^ هه‎ 2 ০৫৫ 2 


a Z سس دی‎ ` def fede ZZ 
بے‎ a awe YS | 


| د‎ for 

۱3 iier چم ټوب يم ېر‎ ld ۲ 
| | Which wga stack and سه‎ এ سے کو‎ aa x 
৮777 “OL (RAD €: 


১80 


۸ GAL Dh sae | 
asd گر‎ "$9 07A i 
19) ‘Worn 
al LE ae وو‎ 
SCC ا‎ x 
Kes) سس هن سمه‎ WY 
Oita Ol 
DCH ; 
wc ii 0১১৮৮ 
AR 
ios Che ee 
e 3১৪৯০ SORT 
worn anny 
০০ ed te ৩৭ 
E E eO. dE 
| ۱ 6 
x d) 2 
۳۹ | ۱ ۱ 
1২০. Ae, Nang ' | 
E — ۱ ۱ | 
ZL, for | . u^ | | ١ 
As Jo | Lar SX ১০০৩৮ Oe, DD: Mo 307) 
۱ 


| Ns ` ‘ | 
Oho - y رت‎ Re ae سب ان‎ ١ : 

! S 1 . ` ۱ Ee : E 
© uk eto o» ৯,১০১ Mo - 20, O 0২,090 

` : , Po 

` y j | 

- 
3 : 

١ | 


x 


1 


| GA est ouo ILD د‎ Dp Oe ولا‎ 


مر 


£ | 
1 
x 
1 ۱ 
ولل‎ i 
i 
5 l 
f ۳ 
| ١ 


— p mP 


سم همو মেন‏ هنوس w‏ >< 


15 


۱ 
G 
| 


1 
| 


رو 
سا 


—uüÓÁ সপ সপ সস ومس‎ সী مو‎ > পলা می را‎ পাও لوا‎ 


পা পপ সপ পন সপ দা পাপ সত পা পপ Pt সক সপ 
D 


5 
x 
MEL LE ی‎ A Ae ঠা 


9۹ و رج سب سض یش میں 


রা‏ ےچوس én‏ راوید نا RS‏ د 


0 


T 
1 
0 


i 
| EN | | " | 
| مر‎ Mit REA رن نر‎ bee عا را‎ we eins KELSO. 


: يوا 


E | Yoo fe. کے‎ | 
BAM ral 7 وم‎ bo) x 
سی لیم له‎ E ০১০১ 
مه صل ب(‎ Das x 
AKO RW o A s 
mies Nola Wi | 
WC? We x 
BN wp dae VADO وی‎ NBR enda d ko e 

| | 
oo i Ez | 

a E | 
A, 

২০৯. a | | 
A Or ويه سين‎ AA سممه‎ 
شمه ملا‎ | 
Barolo Bo wre 
Calk ১5785 | 
Gog ৫৮৮ و‎ bao | 
Mond i 
Aa ۲ ۱ 


“পি ہہ‎ armis o mara سم شش جج سی يرورس بې بش دو‎ S “was وسوی موو‎ no সস MEN NRE پر عم خر ووو 3-878729777779 وات اه ومومو‎ আসি পপ 


٩ e সপ নি ونو ې‎ সপ শি سنوت ومو ا‎ সস 
3 ` 
E 


بھی ہہس 


إلى 


093 Ss 
P 
à 


Y 
E — 


E 
e j 
Nate 


=== dd < 2 লী Aaen اوا وس‎ 
۰ 


هد 


í 
| 
i 
| 
je 
| 
I 
; 


পপ RAPI 


ই 


i 2 b: < E 
—— ا اا‎ ls Aaa 
if < 


- سس 
y‏ سس سح تس و سو سه t Fm‏ شش + T t rename rtr UU“ m m s F.‏ ————— 
e‏ 
D‏ - 
¥ 


w m z es 9 سم‎ কক ns = — DM 990ھ‎ = 
5 e 2 e e 
ক পিস কপ সব সপ বো আল পপ পাপা শা পা ور‎ ODO ی یمود‎ raat ene 
— নি ca oem — e Veo deir اه و وي‎ : bi ١ = 
` 
` 


aa >‏ وود هون 


+ چو = "خو مه ووا 
i‏ 
r‏ 
E‏ 
Z এ / i‏ 
2 


E — 


TTE UE CU UR NS son 


——————————— —»—————————————— A ———— — XX —— a - ای ېلد یچ‎ 


Ë 
- 


ع وا Lu‏ 


IP 
ہو ہے‎ n 


| 
| 
5 E 0 
LI Dudes 1 
854 n 
Ry" PEN 
Duda ai | 
SUA 1 . | 
RO od 
ACCA 1, Zu | 
Mohan 4৩২০ ل ومسب جع لو جات أله مسبت‎ ۱۵۰ 
e TERI اسم سس‎ | 
| ۱ | 


০০৮৫. |‏ سر مہب ہوا 


e EC x 


My MA oy EN ২৮৮০৭ ow پت‎ 
pn ما‎ pm Troun 


S 


yo! ek 
اس‎ 


: 
J” ; š 
| | | . ۱ 040 
; i ۱ 
š 


HA 
i 
1 
3 


d 
E^ 1 
11 
P 


£ Ld 1 AIE moved) ti, aeta uc) of 2 سکیس‎ 
x eft Deg wand Ê allel bk و‎ 


7 مسال‎ moved! 46 Kay Z< cea alii of My رت‎ back’ x 
Ufa no molo Md هرک‎ en ০০৫০৫ |... 


` 
E——————— d————H—P پل — يکو هرید‎ ee এ এম 


ৰ کر‎ | 
ا‎ Le ام تی‎ 
dÉ , i 
7 zs | 
৫০৫০০ 2244০ Ble 
Duucaw @ مځ‎ | 
Lam BRAL Jf | 
Hoy سے دل‎ | 
| Z وي‎ | 
Dr له هځ رک‎ / 2 of- مه‎ 7 | 
oce gil. | 


t 
| 
| | 


-— E 
2 ee 4 ২ 


Sadi 

etu. Hopf 
P DM x 
Reload o | 
ken 2 x 
x š لف ےگ‎ | 
nie Mel x 
SE سے‎ - Lg ۱ 
"x er ¿oO ASX x 


L | 
ES | 


pog us ৮৮৫৯ ০৮৫৫4 A 


Liv: Case یت یز‎ ۱ * 


| sss نو‎ 


8, ¿é uy, الوق‎ E aus x 


dh ০৫৫০০ thaw 
- into 2 foo wth "T poU 7 NAE 


5 
۱ We 0+0٣7 “¿aç nt fk thas موو‎ Z 
| 
x 
= 


° | 


KR 


"m 


* 
—— rrr! 


ura d 5 ۱ 551 
| I | | 
| | ۱ 
| 


| A. 
2. ey m 


Me 744 ৫৫5০৫ m fhe wat, 


7 ০১০০ fet ty te ےت‎ 
| esate Take No SE the ach fo هو‎ P | 


d 
B 
| 


35 
۱ 
۱ 
1 
i 


او —— 


۔. 552 


1 6ے‎ 2 
| Z [725 


| 3 
| | | I te ود‎ 
| DO ew SM ^X o ৬০৩১ ৬৩৩৬ Mz madi! 


৬৮০ ৩২০০০ سه ملا ~ لعن‎ abel ; e 252 || 
ace GAL SAL Mee ۱ 7 ۱ | 
| e ۳ IN o Ex? o, Ko, MOL ` 
مسل‎ ke مه‎ © | ow Kx مھ‎ " E 


PEL 


E ۱ | ۱ 995 


x Aime, y en m 


vo Gab ৬৯৯৮ wv v ` 
ESS 
HO.  ذلووسمعب‎ AAV مہ‎ ۰ AA TOU (৯০১৬১ X5 bo سو‎ 


KY. ১১০৩, ১8122 8585 A s 
A. ০ ۵ص۸‎ pode, € 


the ৬০৪০ | | 
T 


"ede —Q— 
i بت پک ود‎ Ch o Ap out 6۰ 


A 


Onn 
"nr Gre Laas ملا سج‎ 
. Eur سس مع بر‎ রর i esa x 
o esa. 


I 
] 
| 


x وو هود‎ qu No نله رکه‎ ow همو‎ Rn iy 
2 كر‎ oS Ba. سه‎ ST مل‎ teeny بد‎ | 


۱ 


5 ——  — আপ সস 
T 
^ 
. 
D 
2 D 
* 


1 
| 
| 
- 


_— ill 


H 8. 
Wo 138. 


A 
deg 


KÀ. 
Ho. 


899 


7 تا aw, KK Eer,‏ ہب اف 

سر يي د swe) e‏ ہس لع ما یو 

we x 
Ge v 

E p 


| 
! 


"T— 9 SE oux 9a 0১4 رہ‎ 0৯,২০০ حا‎ Aa 


| ES تپ 1 راه د‎ s 2 (So 53 ) : Qe- ; 
m YTS رید‎ beis ah- نی‎ 


1 

\ i 

: 

KO سرم‎ U SES রাতে ۱ 
1 

r 


HE? زگ‎ | 


D MN Gear CN o vos ০০০১০ D. ^o, Rha উ he) 
— Kanal, al Xo رعش‎ T 
وو م۱۵‎ | per ves Y x x 


AA ARS سس‎ BAD No (ই. a AAL ‘ORI AW" $ 
| 2/43. ax علا کد‎ s ASA, سه‎ add S to 


1 مد‎ উল MI C کچھ‎ — 55 
x 266 سن اک‎ LISD ی“‎ Biro, موجه‎ ad. 


| UT | ELS tutto 7 


| 
Bick concitus سے‎ | . 


| 2648. ৩০০০ BAW Se nbs SS “Ow adc ا جو‎ 
| CAS IHT] تسه سللمسه‎ act ۱ 


سلله مە $ pe‏ 


d. 46 


LA 
Kai 


Z 0. 
۴,40 


| 1 | ke? 
|? Z | i 
| D, 
/ day ود‎ /€ 2 
ZZ“ ۵ oe 8پ‎ ھ٣‎ ec? 
৬০০০৭ Cate 


rk, | ۱ . 


i 
| 


نے ےہ تی 7ے Yo‏ توت ০৪০০৮‏ 


ZL the 
bet wa 22 a an 


1 D P Pn ০৮০৫০ يي‎ | 


| 
[টি pde 4 وی‎ Loa دد و‎ 


Ges x 
lifinu ten tt. of ziz arret ¿G ہک‎ 
(nt eet ders Wiel. ০০ < Z مس‎ t CoO تد‎ Meer 
oera, 
= 
` Mallku 
be ege 
£= 
Z o 
glo 
سے‎ 
PM 225 x 
EAS 2 ۱ x 
سم رګ ۱ ۱ متيلا‎ | 
Herta یب‎ 


DOJ‏ 7 ^ | ; | ا 
E‏ 

SC GA d Geb 0 | 

۳9 ay m 777 | 

Vito CANELAS 

Mallow ٧۱ Mlo | 


ke ০৫০০ be firak 
fo کی بر‎ e | M 
Mega dre 
x F pu ہے‎ te ডি £ o ths Cu 
me a ২০৩০০ Das 


erp ۰ ين‎ E سه"‎ Gel ইভ 
dan lard و مش اوي‎ wed ced 


ند 


۷ 
5০৩৯৬ Ne u 0ھ‎ span. “OL BaL هجو‎ 


a 


T" تا لمه سه‎ গু 
یج‎ py d 
Wee ۱ 


هر 
AN‏ 
| 
| 


58 


W سرت‎ Ded 


I 
|f /62. E 2 


x 
x 
x 
| 
| 
x 
=: 
| 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
| 
| 


| b pes قفش مسه‎ 1০1৩. 94884 POEM 
I 0 8 shel aek Xo 
P AAT canes bé 2৯০৪ 


EE 


۱ 26.08. tz Aw ۸ ۱ .عل ها‎ AQ " Cu NN 
Ao 164 33 Ncc 1 | . رز‎ 


| 
| 


WER oes‏ ی حرج ا داو پو 
7U 92. RUD No $9.)‏ ا 


/ 0. سس ا‎ Ee Weit, 9১535 جا من سح‎ | 
BOS. | ! (৬৩০৭) unit (64035) ھ س مہ‎ 
K à. Rruar Bsn Mo Wolo. قد‎ 0, RAD ES ke ek, 


d eae A" ae Spt 


| 
| 
| 


KA. LE No ۰ at ৩০0১ سمل هلا شمه سل"‎ 
EH proi, وحن سه‎ ñan وم‎ Laux’ Weed 


রী 2 | auc ۸۵ Q ০০০০০০৪৫০৫০ We 
| d er مر‎ hanus চে w 
Leu sb, ৯৫০৮০, ف7‎ MWe و و سس‎ ! 


| ,+/ 0ص‎ aucl ہمہ‎ gend yon 

E back, col 6০,7০০ Auu T لځ مه‎ «€. 
| LI daag اف‎ KC geg T اہو سے‎ | 
| ee Géi ES dicted ang ৫০০5৫৫০০০৫০, | 
VOD P NE Sarut pos و‎ e | 
93 01 pos ৫০৫৮০ "Lao ووو يق‎ TI ee Zi 


| | | 
١ Pops , با ہریرہ‎ ceh UR ہے‎ e 
| 7 


পপ سم بوتيو‎ MENOR PEA وکا جم عر حدم سی بس سيد چ‎ লা اج سس سره رش ای‎ RN 
p یتو سو‎ | 
; . 
2 
f 
Š i 
> 
^ H 


om 


== با‎ এনা امو‎ Ads 
H : u ৮ 
€——————————— sn 
— ده ې‎ e له — ہبی ے ہر دہ‎ 


او ان و 


` 
ET 
P eR و‎ ভল শা کا رخ‎ ECH BS H پا‎ ৯ = هو ټون وت‎ 


পট সপ ৯ কপ পা পিস সস 
وا‎ mem ien, eR 


Mum a ar  — w مسوا‎ E مرو رمي‎ 


کر 


ক 
Ee 


Geen FA 


تسد + سس ME‏ ہوا نیج سے 
কিবা‏ سرت مس سک রি‏ یت اسر چا 
EE pag == ATI‏ 
হা‏ 
‘ 
2 


" 
3 


in 


— | " 


ler, ; 


radare audo /٥ Rec hers vole 4০০ AS هڅه وو‎ 
| 


t 
I 


ا 2447( سه وگ سور 


| 


| PA AME Mo HETO سے پچ‎ (G دنگ بک‎ 


ue x‏ شب M‏ لل Hutu Of. Me Ma: ato Klous‏ ^" ظ 


As رضم‎ ৫9৮০০476224,” 


বা অপ 


bu molid off Me Mater of due the ০৯৫৮ 


| 
| 
x 
E 


be 17% | aeh bhodo for frac tig Quite ET ৫০০৫ 
dd رححرت‎ XA 


Wad wiih te a de ০০০০ floor ff 


Mu ULL نمو‎ mare 2 Oishii, of toutes ৫ 
Ge BEE ce Lao he 


for 0 برع رگج‎ aee وگ‎ Mmacudes ০০৫৫, tle 
اکس‎ iM جس سا تو تھے تس‎ Bilt. بے و‎ 


07 د۸‎ off Mo دده ملم‎ ¿< tg ehe eck 4 CCo Qz 


908 | 
এ 


d ag‏ رر 
PA — PH Ce Qc.‏ 


| 
x | 
x | 
» 2 molu of سس‎ ree de - Ma 7 
| 


AB 
No de 


i 


(— غه د‎ ২ 
পপি পপি icit iip اص مسب‎ aa 


—T Quiet ear 


———À په‎ =s 
مامت مميت مس سے لت سه‎ ——XX—À nmTVzIO— RF PSU ب‎ A SOUTER ےش‎ NE تسس‎ পল e — T. u r I n st tmt YT F[—-rm 


Y. UY ayara a سن سوب‎ পানি পপ ینسر‎ কা دور یت نمی‎ pas EE 


পপ — s میس‎ 


d OA min + পাশা 


i 
[i 
x 
| 
j 
li 
1 
] 
1 
p 
| 
| 
l 


i 
a 
1 
| 


E‏ سا سس 
ee Terum সাল পপ‏ خپ سر 


oe TT 


তা সু‏ سے سس مت 


— ہی کہ ই‏ مت اپ وښ পপ এপ‏ مت ھجت کوت d‏ به রি‏ 9 
Y‏ رر لیا ra‏ —— 
ہے E‏ 
ge ace‏ و iter‏ یو T‏ سد تج دا 
هټ مد سس رل w EAE‏ - ہب 
z‏ 
fy‏ 
7 
f‏ 1 


V 


| š Su d / | 
KZ Queries) Wows : i» use) ' E 


` 
—— [uch چت‎ সি لامحقما که کپس‎ — —— M ER 
بت — = يو‎ ep عم‎ — x e <s 
Sé ہد د یس بو په تسس هه ونټییيسيه ہہ بے پر ہے چم سو تیچ غار مہ سے کت‎ T 3 Deag 
e e E লাল ক Kr জজ” uea k gaara am কস আপ অল ebeg 
` 
Ee الع ان عي سا‎ m > 23 X an 912 5 e " - 


- = - E 

e r ttre ل وا يي‎ Ee AUD TM HER VEM EE nog an ا‎ e iaa مر‎ fy TESA با‎ 
পু UYTU يم‎ SS, Ree می ہت جو‎ 

x=‏ = سیت مه —— —— عشج DT ën‏ مسي بد oraret Dee‏ سم 


E 
~] 


x dee oo, /2 গা 
x 7 Za Por سو سے‎ 


| Pp» ¿aa Called be WHY uda 


3 
۲ ۱ 
ভে E TET ee یا کم کد صا مت تت‎ Ee ctl ON asa ile itera شا‎ N من‎ rs 
5 


| ০৫০৫7, Mew Leod ¿ce CO | رن‎ Haced 
Au | চেনা وا‎ 
Mey | YN ante مسج‎ 
(out Matthews 
A Er 
| f IN hor 
n No wry 
و‎ 5 A سپ سل‎ @ o ری ره‎ | | 
eir | gate x 
Rare 7 Sa ASL ٨ 
د و‎ RE Reb : 
| e Md | 
EE arve 
SRL wel Rech | 
دا‎ ٢ C to 
ys, سا‎ Zeg ہس‎ ` 
200- ue ov AL QU Lee | 
নো Lg M go | 
FOLD SV رم رګ ت4‎ : 
67 Ah iM dna; Meare E 


1 
1 


লিল 


ti‏ سی ټس مسر ند د میس تین جهن دهد 


| 
0 


এ শপ ا يوسر پش‎ tarum لوسو مکحد‎ পা مقر‎ tert পদ A سور رح‎ e عمد مدصي سر‎ re ET, পপ 
T 2 er getan E سوج‎ nan aae cmo cet Anti q u wa ب ری چٹ‎ mee a SS S 


tars 


3 
1 
E کی‎ 


< 


DUO ahus 
— 
Lei 
- سي‎ 


3 
1 
H 
: 
E 


— 
=: E هپ‎ 


I: ^ em কপ am‏ یم 
বে‏ مس AE pem EE‏ وسو سي موم سخ 45228 مخ সপ‏ 
FRI 4‏ 


o M E eee سس مم‎ পপ hec E 
MM পপ E পি 5 w: 5 
H 


سس ورس 
- 


সাব tene হট EE‏ — هه Sms‏ سے 
EE E ee‏ 
E | n‏ 
4 


| x 
| N Rasm” جات سرت تل‎ aE eee an" 9 85554 ست‎ d | 
x x 


1 

Fh 

a 
"is 

Hi 

ا 


A 
Zug ` 


` 000 


3 


—— পপি ae 


af. ET L 7 x 


سسوم tS‏ رس چیہ 


SE po‏ اہ 
سے ik‏ 

جس و Seek‏ ^ رت تہ 
SE ak 8, রর‏ 


= ونوا د‎ পিপিপি — সী পারিস a ss পা وی‎ সস رصت حصو عد لحل چس‎ Pr m m t) [0۹ ۲ر‎ 


` 


acc L 1 FH‏ لل cue all sie‏ کو Gif omo.‏ مک تسم 


i : 
| I | 
x ct, 2 27/72 
| Cod ruat . P هه تر نے کی‎ 2527 | 
Ju Ç Ao ak -— | পপ مان‎ E 
0 سو ە‎ — w ফু, | 
۱ تن‎ OEE. E, 956 ৩০ ৯০০০০ , F 


| 
| D 
M 
l ۷ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Ro 

| هن‎ n n | A BGS و‎ Oe 
| تو‎ a شنم‎ UT اسمت‎ % | | 
[ | 
| | UWS ae a ko Lu و‎ g | 
| | | s | 
1 ` | 
| سلسه‎ the ৯৮২০) موس رو‎ De یت‎ 
| | 


| 
d ور‎ 5 | 
! ES کے‎ Dro) AMA ONAL” A ks Huch - 
| | 
| | مررجههو‎ — ! 
i | ) Qed “ ,سي‎ 
11 ۱ ডি i 
3 | 
| | ` x 
1 , d | 
1 | Xo Khe Çu. Xs ow ہم‎ ROP @ ہے امم‎ 

| | | 


l TY. ما لټ‎ ০৮ هی(‎ o, cx ০9১ Q | 
١ Die IL 1 4৫৭৮ Let le bann ০৮৯৯ d کے‎ 


00ء 


ccc mm 
EE 
SSC 


a ka 

5 

D hc AMT Ye اس‎ apre مك‎ 
পক = 


22 


5(1 


Z= Ze 44777‏ اج 
سید Sen) Se SS‏ ہت مد 


1৮০, که سف‎ š ! i ; a 
mw acce له‎ Coes casal Ate, سمه سم‎ ০০৮৮৮ 
رعش‎ ! | 


` “= — e E E mam رجا اج‎ 
* 


Aedes i رورو‎ 
^ nerd | 


"pepe i 


qe wen eg 


-eM 0 o. 


| 
d سو‎ A No CES n masaa 


| سی ہس‎ ভার 
| 


pe 


75 


probe, Wu eee eg ice سوه‎ 


| 57955582455 سب‎ atii 
beer تب هتا‎ 


Ç Gen 
eel. 28. n E مد ئد‎ aeta D سه‎ 


i253; alo ہل 26 ششسه‎ ob We "RS 
e ^ DRAN 


aena‏ رما 


n‏ سے ت سو مسبت سن + SAE:‏ ی تس e‏ ر د دض 


مسح دم RN‏ هه ی مي يرکو نہ سے aa‏ سے Em‏ ےکر گے سے دس وم لاحم ماي nga‏ سے سس سے EN‏ سی موه وب سوه کہ ع ہے جروت ھا تسد رام حسم يور سے کے سا RE‏ کس جج ہے ھک ے سے Tm‏ + 


رن ی کے سر 1 rat.‏ = 


টস 


EE EELER 
= T EGET 


[groom qa Rc ee کم‎ ০ 
a a سا‎ oe সিল AE ৮২:২৯ 
সহ سیه‎ 


শসা‏ سے کہ شی زیت چچ ٹج 
H‏ 
4 


——ssswwssssssasAas‏ سس دس سم 
سس م م পা‏ ا م a‏ وخپ دو a এ‏ مهه يه 
S‏ 1 ` 


Ee — n Ee EE -s.As سس ب‎ mn A Ze EE EE 
D 
D 


zi 
N 


ملك . 


EC 


az, ones (21577, 


۰ 
———— — HR XE 


4 
| ی‎ taste 


(————————— — EE چم یر‎ RPE 
` , | 
t 


‘ 
e 
D 


ES d 
* L 
0৫2৫ Lp £৮7£77 ` | 
0 8 : 1 9 : ۹ 
t- 8 zd : و‎ 
"ee i ۵ AA A ا‎ e EE š M/s T مس => ہے‎ ۳ E 


San. Bears ۲۳ سمل‎ | 
e x لب 5 رر‎ E 
| 
| 


i 
| 


Br quae re tangs i | 


Oe aoe on Au 


| A Shee : {Le uo AMEN 
T de tie SH c^ ৮৬ গত 
| 

| 


জীপ‏ بو او دی یہہ 


Madey Decay 44707 
x onde عم‎ Port ۱ 


up‏ مقا له WER ^' YN o SN Moe M‏ روس سے 


DENTES ownage ۱ | ` 
| ۱ | 
t د‎ H : : 


2 


8 


1 
$ 
4 
š 
à 
او٠‎ 
AM ty 
1 
1 
à 
5 


X 
۱ 


Ko : Wo ۱ i 


۲ 


256و بن و ں ےس سس وںی rea‏ 


دید 
| اسه 


1 
H 
H 
M 


ATS | 
My / 


H 


| 
! 
i 


পপ rear ENEE NEE EE‏ اہ ںہ سوہ 
1 
^ 
D‏ 
H‏ 
3 
سے 
x‏ ۱ ۰ 
~ 
م٠‏ 
H‏ 


2) 36» J 


e. B. 


AB. 
27و‎ 


5 ce 0 [4 
Nf 70 
4 M É NEN ۰ 


AA 0 هه‎ Mo Slo. یں‎ 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

ee بر‎ x 


৬০ ৭ ری رت‎ dE 


aleo, Gel No LƏ, ge GH 0০00 ০৪, مہو‎ ۱ 
v جوم‎ 


| 69: ہہ‎ Kins eon antes O 


Aw “OL ow on att x‏ 3 ېږ 


XX o A SSC? ee ور ما مو‎ ٣۲۹ eS | 


NECI ১0 م‎ SW. No وو‎ eu سے‎ 


| | | i | 5 ( 0 
a 5 t 2 1 
3 


d Ze وه‎ F 
` 7 ۱ 


SB ۱ ঠে ৫ te | clause — Z= Fur ¿s 29 %৫ | 
مسب ري‎ 
ta oe een s Aler- | 
No 14 د‎ arch # 72 vt رر سو د‎ ae 
| AZ ore. BUL NOA- KQ hc Xe Cel lla. au Rel 
Lë 


HB 4 


T Varas urner? ara oral | Ar Kate 


نے دم ومر مول wawan‏ کرس ولوش এ‏ ریپ رر چو وح 


A faria A1 ته‎ > 


TEL ঠা ০4৭ کے‎ 
Za کہ‎ AAAs ۱ 


ړ د < N R 22 24 টি‏ سار 


“< তি TTE PE EE 7 PE 


ito ii u سو سس‎ NUM E 


I 
ہت‎ 
E 
| 

d. 
| ۱ 
سس‎ Ko 0 
| ۱ 
P ۱ 
p 
o 


i On 2৫555 ০ سیف‎ qup 
P E سو سگم شی‎ LE کے سس هموا ې‎ 


580 


| ہش و‎ de e 


سم ےت می s...‏ 


Be. Lee Liner,“‏ 7 رب 
سم (৬৮25 fia oat act ow Ue fine‏ 


WE pashan) Lio Z ¿¿ جو‎ Fett. 2 
| = 0 << ~~ ০৮০৫০০৫৫০, Pane; 
a Mec bers رن‎ E ہہ‎ iie, ০ 
2225 ZG 

MAS 

7 M 

pee .+ টি E 

X. 4 of بت‎ 
٨77 Bre! 

০০০৫৯ 2‏ جم هه ة Y‏ 


501 | | ظ | 


Erw و و‎ Hen هه .مر‎ PP OK BEE 


Malas x 

Ed‏ اسلا 
৮৫৫৫০৮০০০৮৮ - Cagke | |‏ 7 

| ۱ تامسن 242( 

mE Mu Shocker os‏ سه مرا 

| 

| 


"a 
NES 
^ RS 
ক স্ব 
t 
WE? 
` 3 
> 
۹ 
` 


S 


سس تر رہ ps f‏ 


Ton 
En 
nib 
EPI 
)0 
کی‎ 

i; ۹ 

d os: 


7 
1 


5 
€—— € ——————— ৯৯:৭০ 
[ 1 
~ 


— 


1 


০০৫42 gece, Ae Leue SC 


E 
Bg 
3 
1 


582 


3 


ef m x |‏ = وت 
یں NP aos he GLA‏ 


reer, 4 
v مي‎ 


Gar‏ ہی رخ whit, AUR REP?‏ ھ27 
Uaia, | ۱‏ مه natin‏ سوک leon Ae ¿Ç‏ 


Kb: ৮৫ TF Mia hed rote, سم بت‎ ët ex 
| নিস নাক ee ee 299 


no oes < ৩৮৫০৫ ای‎ ho 


. de | thas ¿Á aret ` 

MU Re ne ০৮০৫ aS cad efail eener: 

GE E 7 7 | 
| Wht, Moles DM EE) 


| 
| | 


| x 
1 deg Menday 77س نے‎ 


০৮৫০ fur thes day, / 72 auel |‏ سر 
P ae : : a act ۱‏ = 
cél Mo r^ P, HP es x |‏ سب دي و éd Aug Z<‏ 21 

oC 6 By Coreen LEE x x 


were On eceeb aue» pa و د میم‎ ۲ $ 
1 M ` c ree 


584 


| علق‎ He af nado dB | x 


APM 


—— rr Ñsh Ño[e 


Au 


he G ৪৮০০ ok ৫০০০০ Prato Jonh كش سك‎ 


= | 7 ۱ p 
1 < AME ut 2 x 


i 


| SE کت‎ Reiu هه نسمه‎ Ac 


dad Got 7 ob‏ 7ت لس 


JE dul aia do dela abs a dad x 
oA vice. یل‎ Ao کت £ 77ء‎ OR 


. ہر س‎ ৫ 
elb No, 7 Z £ ‘he ach کے‎ Changer . Tie 
Se LED مس گم‎ cu সি و رن‎ 


Has Maw aa, xo ৫৫০০ ০5০০ auk 
BEE et as ER e 


MDD Set E S a 
ت0‎ 0 See 


E‏ وویم وځ سي وروي و .ےھ ہج ہت 
Cured Lena MLS was MmMacky‏ 


fir / 026٢» GMb su جا سس مسرت‎ ae 


0 was Maw Rec af ancl trick Cts” ৫০০: 
ond Cin, ےج ےر وہہ‎ 


nire ege?‏ ی ingrid rom dE‏ 72/ ال 


SC JOD 


i 
| 


۱ > š law howd ہ4‎ Quend // bree ant مسمگدکگر‎ 


| 

IP 

| 

৪৮ dirai 57۰۳ eo Leech ৫22১ 
রি গলা ۲:۳ ٦ 

مسوم سے nA‏ 


E دوك‎ 5 চা রা eb, 
مسن‎ Ub Dawe 


x d molim of MS Mawes পরার a সা 


hiv No seien تسف مس غه‎ 


Bure 
ho چو‎ 


Q e c Io : 
৫ Kaur) ZO 


০০০৪১:‏ پو 


Me Meat blew هم هغهو‎ tx MeL 


০76০৫, Kane fell O flk (‏ سیر ہو جج 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
Tac 
I 
| 
| 
| 


Le 272297774 ৫১০4৯ جک‎ ande ہپ‎ tcd ےوہ‎ 


Co 79۸۸ ba tha Crewe /25% 1‏ ہب 


৫৮৫2৮০৫০০০৫ PPP سیا‎ were 552 


রর x 
le /%, of Me Kllgerw Ula rules wee পর্ণ! 
pond up de یی کید‎ Uk TED < بت‎ aud. < 

b مت سه سروح عع‎ ৮৮৪০০০০০৫৯১ 
SE Dea Kea T mi dion 


Lo ila ا و‎ eos He rula WEL re 


| " ٨٢ m» 
| 


aud مم‎ de, AO ub Z; wad Geo دي‎ ce D 
MET A> ৫৫9 جو‎ irn | 
مشعم/ع‎ 22৫০ for do OO 


a (5258 "veo cus A سح که‎ 
aub lU aca decd vore رس‎ LUD 7৫০৬, 
2৫০৫), E 
ان‎ M Mi G. 


Ri Z 
m ellit) Q Vi MAA وح‎ 
٥-0 ege CL Ti be 


E 
m 
۱ 
۸6 a 
p E مسوا‎ 4842 | 
I 7 Po کے‎ 
| 
| 


০০০০০ aud the ۍد‎ a^ Ret VO 
Ké Wiad eech e 


| (¿o Mole of Lh ০৫৫০6০৫০০৯০ ZG ০2০৫৭ Wwe 4০০৬০ 
سا هه‎ arch LE abel LEAS (dL wae tact 
ee (ceo auel — 


taa চে peus erede m^ 


০৫১ 
| "a notion. "fy oh ad / SU مه ,7 ھق6-‎ f pon 
| 
x 


OULU এ OU ات © سح له‎ Ha Cts مس کځے مو‎ ¿ZZ 


| 


۱ 


Le | | a لئ تب‎ 


Z رت‎ ٧ ہیس‎ 


4 Z 
৫০০৮৮০০০০০৫ Match de uferrecl ۸ the ze کے‎ 1 
Titel ow Z& legan cc graecae | ER 


48 act of Ce e at 
এ cee ad LIE OV e oc e e os 


Kan geg 6০০০২৫০০০৭২) معفمو هر‎ te | 


| ۱ “Z 26 93 /৮৫ aas 
ds he MT au ہے رم‎ Sages 


1۱۳ ota چم‎ Ae, 
0652 


lato C 3‏ جک nmn Olay, the (Let. ou‏ سه سور 
Oa o Za |‏ 22 <“ مه Me Au‏ 


০০৫৫০৫৫০৮৫১ Mae یمتح‎ 


ess ecu EMME) of ALS 
০৮৫ Kol ZŠ ¿C 2207 ৫. zz Wee ! 


| | o QU BEER 
৮ ےہ‎ Clive oid. اداد دد‎ 


" 7 
: 
7 
/ 
/ 


000. 


ZZ“ ৬ AIL) 7 


Wu جا‎ oou : 
1034, a AE 
u eil | AANA LW on ۱ .| Nos “unweit So. e ہی‎ | 
sess, رن نفد‎ 
Bs مس‎ Qk 

A Ee 
لم‌لمه‎ 


Six E x 


EB بوي سي سے‎ eee nt ১৯২৪ লে ٧ل‎ 


X ۰ 


Send d | 2007 
e “y গত Kë 


RAK 


} 

۱ ۱ . i 
۱ ` 1 ٧ ? ۱ | | 
Mw Sy Um Qe IIL سک ات‎ | | 

i 

t 
Í D 


ORO e X 


Ko (১০০5৯: لاف مم رہ‎ d Qu E Cep. 


| 
; 
| 
i 


| 9 ہمعم سه سمال‎ alley SÉ Ou Te 
we es تاس سمعھر یہ‎ 


n l 


x هپ سمه 7س‎ FAI 


s x‏ کو ہی مه es‏ سرت سن Tr od‏ رع ضس مت 
| | 
| 
i‏ 
۱ 
SPECIAL MESSAGE |‏ . 
| 
۱ 4 " 
HON. W. R. MILLER,‏ 
GOVERNOR OF ARKANSAS,‏ 
TO THE ' ' | |‏ 
SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |‏ 


BONDED AND FLOATING. INDEBTEDNESS 


OF THE STATE, 


সারে — 


February 13th, 1877. 


Little Rock: 
PMNTED AT THE GAZETTE BOOK ANO JOB PRINTING HOUSE, 


1877. 1 


P ېوا‎ =. হি 
پام پا‎ পি ما دهشم هره‎ u উকি তিতাস s w সি 


يي اا 


w ss 99000 97‏ عو سان en পি‏ مس 


SPECIAL MESSAGE 


OF 


HON. W. R. MILLER, 


GOVERNOR OF ARKANSAS, 


TO THE 


SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


RESPECTING THE 


BONDED AND FLOATING INDEBTEDNESS 


OF THE STATE. 


February 13th, 1877. 


Little Rock 
E AND 


SPECIAL MESSAGE 


Of Hon. W. R. Miller, Governor of Arkansas, to the 
Senate and House of Representatives, 
respecting the Bonded and Float- | 
ing Indebtedness of the State. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


In a special message communicated to you on the second inst., 
I referred to a movement on the part of the creditors of the 
State, toward a compromise of the public debt, and suggested 
the advisability of deferring legislative action upon the subject, 
until telegraphic correspondence might be had with the Com- 
mittee for that purpose appointed at the meeting of our bond- 
holders. I take the earliest opportunity of laying before you the 
results of such correspondence. 

The Committee requested from. me a statement, in detail, of 
the indebtedness, bonded and floating, of the State, a summary 
of its annual expenditures, and an estimate of its financial re- 
sources. Upon such statement, they proposed to base an offer of 
compromise ; as part of which, they were either to. take up the 
floating indebtedness, outstanding in the form of scrip, and to 
fund the same in the six per cent. bonds of 1875, known as the 
Loughborough Bonds, or to furnish the State government, at a 
low rate of interest, with such sums of money as might be re- 
quired for its conduct until the time when the retirement of the 
whole body of scrip should enable us to collect our taxes and 
meet our obligations in currency. | 

I prepared and forwarded to the Committee د‎ statement such 
as desired, drawn with a view to the question of settlement, and 
calculated for the Ist day of July, 1877—that being, probably, 
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as early a date as could be assigned for final settlement in any 
case. The returns of assessed valuation from many of the coun- 
ties not having, as yet, been received at the Auditor’s office, the 
estimate of our resources was based upon an assumed valuation 
of $91,000,000-; an amount which proves to be something more 
than two millions of dollars below the actual assessment ; but for 
present purposes, and to under-estimate, rather than exceed, in 
the calculation, our actual means of payment, I here retain the 
lower valuation. Nor do I undertake, for the present purpose, 
to assume as probable the extinguishment, by cancellation or sur- 
render, of any portion of the debt; although, as I shall presently 
have occasion to remark, it may be practicable to effect such can- 
cellation, provided time be allowed, and provided the credit of the 
State, such as it now | may be, shall meanwhile suffer no new detri- 


نه 


ment. 
The statement furnished the Committee by চি) Was sub- 


stantially as follows: EC 


$ 


INDEBTEDNESS, FROM OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE STATE—INTEREST 
CALCULATED TQ JULY 1, 1877. 


FLOATING DEBT. 


Five per cent. Serip.. 6999959 tauren ISNA ৯৭৪8.৪৪৮৬৬৪০%৩,.৬৪ ৪৬৪ ৪৪৪৪৩. ০০০০ ৮৪৪৪১৬৪৭৪১৪ وب‎ ee $ 1 299,890 
Interest—estimated.. ees ده خی‎ 0 "178,74 4b. 
Non-interest-bearing Scrip ..., 08020 উর 54 31,809" 
Total EIN E) o 82 NS $ 1,510,444 

Deduct amount retired by Ist July—estimated....... Mud dissi Medos 600,000 .. 


Total outstanding, July وماوقا‎ $ 910,444. 
BONDS HELD BY U. > 
6 per cent. Bonds—Old.............. EE وف ا‎ RETR sea $ 538,000 


nterest.. m او وحم ده 000و و رر.ےے ر ۶وی رر رین یٹ‎ ost béo EERO HSE 99 156. 
6 per cent. funding Bond, een ود تن‎ OO ak 1682000 
teres 81 زا ہت ٹس رر رر رڈ‎ ৪৯1৫৬৯৬৬৬৬৩ فص‎ TELELE geg erte هزم‎ ৯৮৬৭7২৬০৪৬৩ reng 37,800 
Total Government OME کی‎ $1,737,956 
1 NEW BONDS. 5 

10 er cent, Bonds. 4 ۵ dd بت‎ pan» 259. 
6 per cent. Bonds of 1874-5.. waves زیر اتی‎ LIIIIIII لل رڈ ل ل ومعوعوموعيوة موه‎ : টি 
iss 
` Total New Bonds.. ریز ری‎ 9 ett*tébtépteoóseonovetosshótteesepenóaékt رر رر یڑ‎ $ 515,088 
OLD UNFUNDED DEBT, EXCLUSIVE OF DERT DUE U. 8. | 
B and 6 per cent. Bonds, and interest. Voce dae جوم هو‎ ioe one ats ees ous open ددم‎ the ane $ 485,385 

۱ NEW FUNDED DEBT, f 
6 per cent, Don of Idus: OAS و و‎ 09$ vs wa) وا اج دور ده‎ pue 00 وه‎ sp bà a DEO Wl krgbeetk, $3,0 84,000 
rest ৯৩০৩৬৪৪৪৪৪৫ هلو‎ »t* 00٥6000 000 ost Der 8৫৩ ৬%$ ৪৫৩ وسو‎ DIXI fe DEI ১৬৯৯২০৪৬৪৬৩ 1,160,510: 


Total New Funded Debt Hee tee رن‎ ten وله ویر سیل‎ dda نے سیا مدمه و‎ $4,194,510 1 


* 
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RAILROAD AID BONDS. 
7 per Gert Railroad Aid Bonds PON ইত ا ا‎ ORT PEU EE ا‎ AT SED OR OP QULA TR ROE Annan sox Í 


terest ری‎ ons) লিড Phhà زوم مجم نمو‎ RODDED ېوې‎ ta Tn ক ENER APE ON TORTE COS FERS — 


Total Railroad Aid Bonds و موه وه‎ 211111111111111 Kë 
LEVEE BONDS. 


` 
4» 9449 ONG ں رو او و و وه‎ AOE RH EG هوپه‎ 60009 Pp رہ ریز‎ NHR TOD COO FRE * 99 


7 per cent. Levee Bonds .. 


st. ووو ام‎ কই MOTE وهم دون وجد ووو‎ বদির কর EHO HAD চকচক রর SEH و و وود‎ কচ وه‎ +৬৪৪ 


Total Levee Bonds...... "009 


3 


3 


RECAPTULATION, 


Floating Debt and 56 duly 18, SE E 
Debt En United Sta »ssovbqtoscóntossuqooposecteppepoooévtevacoapeseonsqe»pésheoen TT 
New B 0 nds... asa apprises 0ه‎ sao... .. ل روهسم‎ 5 
Old Bonds, unfunded 
New Funded Debt......... 
Railroad Aid sd E opa On ups oiv کی‎ 
Levee Bonds. وه وموووه‎ + |۱۳ TTT 


Total estimated to July Ist, ee 


D 
وه‎ ét e vessosenadpesquntetenseossupepespééaebenhodynte 


یں ا شی a iS desis‏ وه وم وف 


RESOURCES OF STATE, 
Assessed value of property, 391 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 2 ea 


Tax for general purposes, and to pay interest on public debt...... 
Deduct for assessing, Collecting, and delinquent... e$ 193,000 


Leav ving total revenue, ..... 0 a $enséshatvestetétthbotnatceqesepeneoe? 
In addition, there is a, 2 mill school-tax. 


EXPENDITURES. 


Estimated expenses of State Government, per سم‎ 


$5,850,000 
1,807,145 
$7,157,145 


Ve 986 774 
7 044 


$2,761,118 


8 910,444 
1,737,986 
515,688 


$17,752,196 


$91,000,000 
793,000 


$ 660,000 


$ 320,000 


Nothing is said about income from other sources; asit is impossible now to give 


an, approximate estimate. . 


It will be perceived that in this table I have enumerated, first 


in order, the outstanding floating indebtedness of the State, the. 


bonds in the hands of the United States, and those issued since 
the fortunate event of dur troubles in 1874, classing ‘these 
together as being unsusceptible of compromise,—the first because, 
omitting other considerations, the reception of the scrip, at par, 
‘by the State, in payment of taxes, is at all times compellable by 
writ of mandamus—the second, because, whatever may be the 
terms hereafter to be obtained from the United States, no calcu- 
lation can at this time, with safety op propriety, be based upon 
any hope of partial release of that portion of our debt—and the 


Ce 
third, because the faith and honor of our people is irrevocably 
pledged to the maintenance of every promise put forth by the 
present government of their own free choice. 

The advances toward compromise were upon the basis of a 
settlement of all outstanding evidences of indebtedness. I did 
not, therefore, in the statement forwarded, undertake to draw the 
distinction between the universally recognized and the disputed 
debt. An estimate based upon this distinction, however, has 
been prepared, and, whenever it may become relevant to the 
actual status of negotiations, can be communicated to the General 
"Assembly, or to our creditors. ` | - | 

The telegram was supplemented by a letter, which I subjoin in 
full: S 
« W. H. Hays, Chairman, and others, ۱ 

.* Committee Arkansas Bondholders, New York City: 

“GENTLEMEN: Your esteemed communication of the 27th 
ultimo, with resolutions of meeting of Arkansas bondholders in 
New. York, was promptly placed in my hands by Mr. Jno. C. 
Latham, Jr., one of the agents of ‘the State of Arkansas in New 
York; and I was glad to receive from the committee, composed 
of gentlemen of so much influence and prominence, such kindly 
overtures looking to the permanent and satisfactory adjustment 
of our State debt.. . 

“ As your committee requested him to do, at your meeting, Mr. 
Latham has stated to me fully and freely your views touching a 
settlement; and I can but say, with the object of your movement 
I heartily concur, and shall be disposed to lend my aid to speedy 
settlement, in the event your committee will assist, and point out 
the way the same may be arrived at without future embarrass- 
ment to the State, or increase of burden to our people. . 

4৫ Your honorable committee is fully aware that for several years 
past our State has been burthened with a large floating indebted- 
ness.in the shape of scrip receivable in payment for all dues to 
its government, and in consequence of this fact it has been, im- 
possible to increase taxation to pay obligations of the State in 
currency, Even now, we have a large floating debt, and had it 

not been for your important meeting, I, as Governor of the State, 
should not have given the settlement of our debt serious consid- 
eration until the meeting of the Legislature two years. hence, 
. when our financial condition would be less difficult to overcome. 

* Sinee the receipt of your letter, I have been earnestly at work 
. to perfect a concise and as correct an exhibit of our financial 
affairs as is practicable to do; and I have telegraphed the same 
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to your committee for their action and consideration, -I enclose 
you, herewith, duplicate statement óf the indebtedness of this 
State; and I also submit memorandum setting forth the estimated 
resources and liabilities for the year beginning July 1st, . 
and ending July 1st, 1878—the latter date being the nearest one, 
probably, that our State could resume her interest payments. 

“The assessment of real estate in Arkansas is made and stands 
for four years; our present'assessment was made last year, and 
will not ۳ changed until 1880, unless a change is made by the 
Legislature. We therefore cannot hope for material increase, 
. save it be in personal estate; and this is not probablé until a 
more prosperous era than the present has been enjoyed by the 
people generally. e" 

* For the past two years our total revenue has greatly ex- 
eeeded that submitted in the statement enclosed; but this excess 
represents delinquents from the years 1873-1874, when our State 
` taxes could be altogether deferred by penalty being paid. 

“The estimate I submit for State government expenses for 
years 1877-78, $320,000, is an increase over the past two years, 
and is the result of improvements being made on peniteniiary, 
cost of Centennial building, and other minor matters. 

On the Let of July, 1877, our general financial condition will 
be about as set forth in the statement enclosed, unless changed 
by legislative action. 

* We will have discharged all our current expenses for the 
previous year, paid of our loan of $250,000 in New York, and 
will begin the new year out of debt, save say $910,445, approx- 
imate estimate of the scrip outstanding, interest included. 

“ Now, if the bondholders of the State will devise the means 
by which she can be placed at once upon a sound financial basis 
—such a one that is beyond contingency of default with her 
present revenues—I will lend to them my co-operation, and 
shall strive to have speedy action taken by the Legislature. 

* An increase of taxation, now, is impossible. The Legisla- 
ture would not sanction it; I would not; and the present condi- 
tion of our State would not warrant it. Besides, it could not be 
done without exceeding the constitutional limit of one per cent. 

“There exists here a manifest disposition, on the part of some 
of the members of our Legislature, to ignore a portion of the 
bonded debt, altogether; but if your committee can offer the 
State practicable and favorable settlement, I cannot but think . 
this unnecessary action may be overcome, for it will be clearly 
the interest, of the State to make a just compromise and forever 
get rid of all the evidences of her misfortunes and dishonest 
government. + 

. 1 cannot impress upon your committee too strongly the im- 
portance of speedy action in this matter, as our Legislature will 
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soon adjourn, and this is a question it is very desirable they 
should fully investigate and understand. ` E 
“ As this movement of settlement has been formally maugu- 
rated by the creditors.of Arkansas, I shall take great pleasure in 
laying before them any facts touching our condition ; and I will 
. certainly co-operate with them in anything that will lighten the 
burdens of our people, and add to the growth and. prosperity of 
this Commonwealth. ES | 2 ۱ 
“ Very iru ۱ f 
SE ge <“ W. R. MILLER.” 
In response to these communications, I received, from the 
Committee, an offer to accept a settlement upon a basis of fifty 
eents on the dollar for Six per cent. Bonds, thirty-five cents for 


Railroad Aid Bonds, and fifteen cents for Levee Bonds. 


I deem it my duty to lay this proposal before you; but I can- | 


not recommend its adoption, for this reason if for no other, that 
the limit of taxation to which our resources are equal, and which, 
at all events, is fixed by the Constitution, would not suffice to 
pay the interest upon the debt thus reduced. If there be one 


proposition relative to the re-adjustment of our finances, which . 
is indisputable, it is, that in measuring the amount of our new ` 


-indebtedness, upon settlement, we must take care not to contract 
for the payment of a dollar of interest which can not, to an ab- 
solute certainty, be paid with invariable promptness, and that 
every dollar must, in point of fact, be paid with invariable 
promptness. A failure in one instance to comply with this con- 

` dition, would be the hopeless destruction of our new-made credit. 

The surplus annual revenue available, after payment of the annual 


current expenses of the government (estimated $320,000), would 


be insufficient to meet the interest upon our debt on this proposed 
basis of settlement. Such payment would exceed the limit of 
our ability ; and, hard as it may be upon innocent holders of our 
securities, the limit of our ability must be the limit of our 
promise, ` | 1 

I therefore informed the Committee that it would be useless 
to submit to the General Assembly, for serious consideration, any 
proposition for the payment of more than fifty, twenty-five, and 
ten, cents, respectively, upon the classes of bonds named—the 
first installment of interest to be made payable July 1st, 1878. 


r 


. bel 


“The reply of the Committee was, that they could not consci- 
entiously recommend to our creditors a settlement upon this ون‎ 
sis; but they did not assume to reject it; and the tone of their, ` 
communication was of a character, taken in connection with the 
facts of the situation, to encourage the hope that it requires only 
personal conference between the officers of the State to whom ` 
the General Assembly has entrusted the care of its finances, .on 
the one hand, and the creditors of the State on the other, and a 
full understanding, by the latter, of our actual financial condi- 
tion, in order to obtain a settlement acceptable by them, and, 
save as we may regret our inability to meet every engagement 
in full, satisfactory to every sensible citizen of the State. 


I have laid before you the substance of the preliminary nego- 
tiations toward ‘settlement of the public debt. It is precisely 
because these negotiations have been, thus far, purely of a pre- 
liminary character, and insufficient as a basis of immediate prac- 
tical action, that I ayail myself of the constitutional privilege, 
and fulfill the constitutional duty, of the Executive, in commu- 
nicating, by special message, my recommendation of the meas- 
ures which I regard as expedient for the interests of the State, 
in this all-important matter. 


I employ the term “ all-important," recognizing the fact that. 
in our disposition of this subject is involved our material, social, 
and political welfare—public and individual—of the State and 
of its citizens, On the restoration of our public credit depends 
the ‘maintenance of the personal credit of our merchants; to a 
greater extent, perhaps, than in any other community, upon the 
financial ability of our merchants depends that of our farmers 
to raise their crops; upon the good name and comfortable con- 
dition of our people at large depends the influx of a worthy and ` 
valuable immigration, which alone can enable us to develop our 
native resources, and to vie in prosperity with more fortunate 
States of the Union. 


In the work of re-establishing this credit, we neve surely be- 
gun well If a policy is to be judged by its results—and I know 
no other criterion, —the conservative position assumed by the. 
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representatives, legislative and executive, of the people, since 
the aecess to power of the present system of administration, 
commends itself alike in the past and for the purposes of the 
future, As I had occasion in substance to remark in my inang- 
ural address, the restoration of legitimate government, in 1874, 
found an empty treasury, a beggared people, a financial reputa- 
tion apparently ruined. The scrip of the State, nominally 
quoted at twenty-five cents on the dollar, was a drug upon the 
market, even at that price. As the sole practicable means of 
meeting the contingent expenses of the government, it had be- 
come the custom to issue such scrip at the rate of three or four 
dollars for one; and.every day was plunging the State into more 
hopeless bankruptcy. Money, there was none. Credit, there 
was none, The people was disheartened, and, because disheart- 
ened, comparatively idle. Such was the poverty of the State, 
that during many months succeeding the change of administra- 
tion, its officers were habitually compelled to advance their pri- 
vate. funds, and even to borrow on their private eredit, to obtain 
the stationery and pay the petty expenses of their offices. 


The policy pursued under these disastrous circumstances, was a 
simple one. It consisted in ignoring no obligation, old or new,— 
in meeting with promptness, and at whatever sacrifice, every new 
obligation necessarily incurred,—in the exercise of à rigid, butin- 
telligent, and not illiberal, economy,—and, lastly, in the avoidance 
of anything like precipitancy in dealing with a public debt so 
obviously beyond our ability of present liquidation. The con- 
fession of our debts accompanied the confession of our poverty, 
and attracted the respect, and began to create: the confidence, of 
business men. One of the early acts of the administration which 
succeeded the adoption of the Constitution of 1874, was the pass- 
age, by the two houses of the General Assembly, of a joint reso- 
lution setting forth the extravagant issue of bonds during the 
- period. of “reconstruction,” and directing the State Board of 
Finance, which had been created, “to correspond with the 
holders of the outstanding bonds of the State, or, at their dis- 
cretion, at-such time and place, and upon such notice, as they 
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might elect, to call a convention of the bondholders of the State, 


to meet them for the purpose of discussing the questions in- 
volved, with a view to effecting a consolidation and settlement 


of all just debts, on a basis which would be satisfactory to the 


péaple, and within their ability to pay.” The correspondence 


. was had, . The discretion entrusted, to call a meeting of the 


bondholders, was not exercised; and this because the absti- 
nence from its exercise became, upon the intelligent and disin- 
terested investigation made by the Board, a part of the policy 


` referred to. It was evident that even. the undisputed indebted- 


ness of the State far exceeded, at that time, her ability to pay; 
that her people needed, first of all, a respite that might afford 
them opportunity to recuperate their wasted resources; and 
finally, that in the clear understanding, on the part of her éred- 
itors, of this situation of things, they were not disposed to press» 
and did not undertake to press, an immediate payment, or even 
an immediate compromise, of the debt. ١ 

The results of this policy of patience, good faith, and economy 
(for the expenses of the State were at once reduced to the lowest 
figure consistent with the efficient ‘conduct of the government), 


are before you, Our Ten per'cent. Bonds, issued to meet the cost 
of the brief conflict which gave us deliverance, are scarcely to 


be bought at par ;. our scrip is in active demand at seventy-five 
cents on the dollar; and another six months will see its volume 
reduced nearly half; the first’ proposition of compromise, re- 
ceived from our creditors, includes an offer to accept the Six per 
cent. “ Loughborough” Funding Bonds of 1875, at par, in 
return for the scrip then still outstanding; and in view of the 
prompt re-payment of the first lcan of currency, and of the policy ` 
pursued by the past administration, looking toward a settlement: 
in some form, of all obligations to which the faith of the State 
has been pledged by a government de facto, capitalists hastened 
to proffer a further advance, at reduced rates of interest. Nor 
need I remind you, that the enhancement of public credit has 
kept pace, side by side, with the growing thrift of the people at 
large, in their private business relations. For the genuine, unin- 
flated prosperity. which comes of industry and forms. its lasting 
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reward, I do not hesitate to declare that Arkansas has never x 


stood on as sound a footing as on this day. 


Under these circumstances, it is for the General Assembly to 
judge whether anything in the present condition or surroundings 


of the State occurs, to justify the experiment of departure from 


a policy which has given birth to such results. . Thus far, every - 
` step has been taken with deliberation. Thus far, so long as the 


péople have not been called upon,—as they are not called upon 
now,—to pay a dollar of tax to meet either principal or inter- 


x 


est of any bonded debt contracted previous to April, 1874, we 


have been content to let well-enough alone. So long as our 


| 


creditors have forborne to press us, we have forborne to seek 


them out in order to thrust upon them our dissent from claims 


which they did not urge. That our course has entitled us, even - 


in onr poverty, to some just consideration, appears from the vol- 
untary offer, made to us, of a compromise, which, though im- 
practicable as presented, may, and I fully believe can, eventually 


be so modified as to place our indebtedness in a situation to bé 
met, and to be met upon terms satisfactory to the entire people ظ‎ 


of the State. What altered position of affairs has arisen, to require 


a corresponding change of policy? What new necessity forces 
upon us a divergence from the course which has brought us such ` 
an access of prosperity and credit? A change is an experiment; 


should the experiment prove a mistake, the. disaster that follows 
may be irrevocable in our generation or in that which shall suc 
ceed us. . By no possibility can a brief. delay work any injury to 


our people; they are not taxed, now, for the old debt of the 


State; they will not be taxed in the interval. 
I do not wish to be understood as advising delay for the EN 


of delay, or in the interest of-inaction. I should not, indeed,—as ` 
I intimated in my letter to the Committee at New York,—have - 
thought it advisable, before the late voluntary action on the part - 


of the financial community, and of the representátives of the 
creditors of Arkansas in particular, that the question should arise 
at all, until another two years of exertion on the part of our 


people should have placed us in a still more prosperous condition ` 
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than at present. But dui action has been taken ; the parties by 
whom it was had are of high respectability ; ; they are our cred- 
-itors, and profess to be able to speak for the larger portion of our 
creditors; and it is due to them, and to our own honor and credit, 
that we should in some manner’ respond to their invitation. 
Upon several grounds, I regard it as. desirable that opportunity 
for further inquiry, to be promptly made, into the circuustances 
of our financial situation, should be afforded, and the result of 
such inquiry reported, by the Board of Finance, to the General 
Assembly ; and that any definitive legislative action upon the sub- 
ject, before such inquiry made, would be premature and danger- 
ous, Knowing that you are actuated by the same motives with 
myself, T feel quite sure that in the case of a proposition so 
obvious, a brief statement of these grounds will suffice. - 


First, a temporary postponement of the subject, until such 
‘time as the Finance Board of the State can make its report in 
the premises, is, as I have said, an act of justice at once to the 
ereditors who have submitted their first proposition, and to our- 
‘selves. As above stated, while deprecating a settlement upon 
the terms which I indicated as the limit of our ability, the Com- 
mittee of the bondholders by no means refuses, but rather in- 
vites, such a proposition on our part. To restore, however, the 
confidence which creates credit, and so to place our bonds at par 
in the market, such a proposal must be made to appear to our 
creditors in its true light of good faith, and untarnished by sus- 
picion of a desire, on our part, to: shirk any obligation within 
our power to meet; and this can be effected only by personal 
conference and deliberate procedure. I do not hesitate to ex- 
press my belief (and I speak after. due consideration, and with 
full appreciation of the gravity of the announcement), that if 
time be allowed, the Finance Board will be able to report to the 
next General Assembly, or, if deemed expedient, to an extraordi- 
nary session of the present body, a proposition, acceptable by our 
creditors, which will cancel the whole present bonded and floating 
indebtedness of our State, and afford us a receipt in full for its 
entire amount, upon the same terms, or substantially upon the same 
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terms, on which, should other counsels prevail, our undisputed 
` debt, alone, would be paid, while rejected claims for millions of 
dollars would still be left hanging over us, to keep down our 
` credit, to torment our polities, to constitute a permanent corrup- 
tion fund for the temptation of our public officers, and eventu- 
ally, it is probable, with all its accumulated load of interest, to 
succeed. in obtaining recognition at the hands of a future legisla- | 
ture. If I amcorrect inthe belief that such a settlement can be 
obtained, with the assent of our creditors, I can certainly con- 
ceive of no valid or even reasonable ground of objection to the 
arrangement ; and it can not but be that the people would hail 
its consummation as a happy deliveranee from all their embar- 
 passments. A romantic enthusiasm, on the one hand, to force 
upon the holders of a just debt à payment which they do not 
ask, or on the other to inflict punishment upon the holders, more 
or less innocent, of an unjust debt, at the expense of a bad name 
and perpetual bankruptcy for ourselves, forms no part of practi ` 
cal business, private or publie; and the common sense and mon- 
ied interests of the people demand, in my judgment, a practical 
solution of this problem. What. Arkansas wants, for her pros- 
perity, is, a settlement of her debt upon terms with which she . 
¿an faithfully comply, a restored credit, a clear balance-sheet, a 
. future unhampered by even the menace of debt. If these ends 
are attainable, the choice of means, so they be honorable means, 
is indifferent. Attainable by the method I have pointed out, I — 
believe them to be; and even should this method fail, we should | 
find ourselves certainly in no worse condition than at present; 
no new tax will have been levied in the interval; and the labor 
. of every month will have gone to swell the resources with which‘ 
to meet the debt. 


In this connection, I may add, that since my last communica- 
tion, I have received, accompanying a copy of the proceedings 
of the principal meeting held at New York, to devise means for 
the relief of the people of the South, a note, not’ designed for 
publication, from the President of the meeting; the Hon. Wm. 
Cullen Bryant, inviting attention to that movement on the part 
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of the financial community at large, and to the appointment of 
disinterested arbitrators, whose services are offered to the author- 
ities of the Southern States and to their creditors, to-assist in the 
settlement of the issues arising between them. While I am not 
at present prepared to make any recommendation upon this 
branch of the subject, it would be with deep mortification, as a 
citizen of the State, that I should see Arkansas, first, and proba- 
bly alone, of all her sisters, to shut the door of compromise, and 
to subject herself to the odium which, however undeservedly, 
must attach to such action, among the great mass of business 
men, to whom the merits and demerits of each of our particular 
species of indebtedness are and will always remain unknown, and 
unregarded in determining the question of our moral and finan- 
cial status. . এ 

But, second, I suggest that before any decisiveg action relative 
to that portion of our debt the justice of which is in dispute, ` 
common fairness, the principles ‘of honor, and our good name, 
demand that its holders shall be allowed a hearing. Such a hear- 
ing they have not at all had. No opportunity was afforded, or 
tribunal, advisory or final, provided, by the Constitutional Con- 
vention. The State Board of Finance, upon whom, as already 
remarked, the authority to extend a hearing was, by the.sueceed- . 
ing General Assembly, conferred, did not regard the time for 
investigation as having arrived. And the Special Committee of 
the House of Representatives, to whom, at the present session, 
was committed the investigation of “ frauds connected with the + 
legislation upon and the issue of the Holford, Railroad Aid, arid 
Levee Bonds, of this State," has reported as follows: 

“They” (the Committee) “have discharged that duty with such 
diligence and thoroughness as their limited time and opportuni- 
ties have admitted. Your Committee, however, feel it due, not 
less to themselves than to the House, to express their regret that. 
the fast approaching termination of the session of the General 
Assembly, and the imperative necessity for a final adjustment of 


our finances, have compelled them to conduct their investigation 
with rather more haste than they could otherwise have wished.” 


As a necessary consequence of such enforced haste, there does 
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not appear, from the officially, published proceedings of the Com- 
mittee, to' have been opportunity to summon a single holder of 

a, single bond, out of the millions of dollars of this class of 
alleged indebtedness outstanding, so as to enable him to tender 
his claim, to produce his evidence, or to support his cause by 
argument. _The.Committee, under these circumstances, deemed 
it “improper to present any conclusions of their own, and for- 
béar any recommendation in the premises.” But it is not upon 
such necesssarily hasty and ex parte investigation, that the affairs 
of a great community are settled, its welfare, honor, or dignity, 


maintained, or balances of millions adjusted, or the fundamental . 


principles of justice between man and man preserved. Self- 
respect, ^a decent respect for the opinions of mankind,” and fair 
dealing, demand that the commonwealth shall condemn no: man's. 
property, or alleged property, himself unheard. 


Iam fully aware that there is no intention or desire, on the 
part of the people of Arkansas, or of their representatives, to 
undertake anything resembling “repudiation,” in the odious 
sense of the word; and that the policy to which that name has 
been thoughtlessly or maliciously attached, by some, with a view 
. hopelessly to destroy our credit in-the markets of the world, and 
to check our growing prosperity, is but the just protest of a lately 
oppressed people against the abuses which accompanied the issue 


of a considerable portion of the bonded debt contracted by their- 


government de facto. It would not be inhuman nature to with- 


hold such protést. But, apart from all other considerations of 


justice or policy—for I do not propose to discuss any of these, 
except as they may be incidental to the immediate purpose of 
this communication,—it is not questioned’ that some benefit has 
been derived, accepted, and availed of, by the people of the State, 
from the issue of some of these bonds. The determination o 
the question ofthe extent of benefit accrued, and of the still more 
important problem of the manner in which these claims are to 
be treated in the light of our practical financial interest, requires 
for their adjudication, time, deliberation, and either an impartial 
tribunal, or the common consent of debtor and creditor. 
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Third, it appears to me that justice to the holders of that 
portion of the bonded debt the validity of which is undisputed 
and indisputable, requires that in the treatment of the matter 
their wishes should be ascertained and consulted. During some 
years of connection with the finances of the State, in one or 
another official capacity, I have never learned of an instance 
where a holder of this class of bonds has, in person or by 
attorney, made the slightest movement in support of the policy 
of payment, in full, of his own claims,’ to the exclusion of 
those in dispute, The only action of which I am apprized, on 
the part of any of this portion of our creditors, has been that of 
assisting in the present proposal to compromise the entire amount 
of outstanding obligations, at uniformly classified rates, I need 
not suggest, that in case such should he their preference, the State 
would be pursuing a suicidal policy in insisting upon a basis of 
settlement which would leave her subject to future claim and 
annoyance from other holders, if for substantially ‘the same 
amount the entire nominal indebtedness could be cancelled at 
once, with the free consent, and even at the express desire, of her - 
just creditors. I do not undertake to say that such would be the 
čase, for I do not know; but if it. be so, then with whatever . 
jealousy I might be disposed to maintain, unimpeached, the honor ` 
of the State, I could scarcely recommend the thrusting of moneys 
` upon unwilling receivers. ا‎ 


From the ‘action of such holders of our undisputed. debt as 
have manifested their views at all, we must conclude that their 
preference for an adjustment, upon. some acceptable terms, of the 
entire amount.of debt outstanding, arises from an apprehension : 
that the total rejection of any part will render worthless, in the 
market, any new pledges issued to themselves; and that they 
would, im their own interest, prefer to fund their claims at a 
reduced rate, rather than te receive the full face of their present 
securities, in another form, and still to find themselves unable to 
realize. I know that holders do, in point of fact, apprehend the 
occurrence of such a state of things, should we refuse an offer of 
. feasible compromise. They fear the urging of f the argument that 
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the indebtedness which one legislature regards as valid, may be 
precisely that which another will refuse to recognize, and vice 
versa; that if distinctions having their ground, in part at least, 
in political feeling, however just, shall once prevail, they may 
prevail again, in some changed state of public affairs; and that 


`. even an attempted settlement by constitutional enactment, i m a 


. State which within the past sixteen years has existed under four 
different forms of constitution, affords no security against change. 
I'do not undertake to express any opinion upon the justness of 
such apprehensions; they are cited as thé actual expression of 
opinion of men of business. 


At all events, these parties may be apprehensive, and are ap- 
prehensive, that in case of immediate and curt refusal at all to 
recognize certain portions of our bonded debt, our action will be 
so misunderstood as to destroy our credit, and with it, the value 
of our promises in their hands. Nor are we ourselves in a situ- 
ation to criticise such a view of the case." We haveto remember 
that. during the session of the Constitutional Convention of 1874, 
-and again at the first session of the General Assembly under the 
new regime, at times when the eyes of the country were upon us, 
. and our liberties and our prosperity were trembling in the bal- 
ance of public opinion, and of an action, on the part of Con- 
gress, to be based upon public opinion, by common consent it 
was deemed, absolutely indispensable to our success, that 
we should withhold all movement in the direction of a partial 
_ rejection of our outstanding securities. If that policy will now 
assist our financial standing, we erred, at that time, in not boldly an- 
nouncing it to the world, at once establishing our credit and 
character, in an emergency’ when these were so sorely needed, 
` and profiting, during these past three years, by the access of repu- 
tation and wealth which it would have brought us. If we were 
right then, it is not matter of surprise that those most interest- 
ed, after ourselves, in the revival of our credit, should be averse 

to a change of policy now. 


Under these circumstances, I am of opinion that if to no others, 
certainly to the holders of our acknowledged indebtedness, it is 
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due that time and opportunity should be allowed, for a full ex- 
pression of their opinion upon this grave subject. 


Lastly, and chiefly, I have to say that the confidence expressed, 
in an earlier portion of this message, that by judicious postpone- 
‘ ment of action the total obligations of the State might be re- 
duced, with the consent and to the satisfaction of all parties, to 
substantially or exactly the amount of the debt universally re- 
cognized as just, was in large part based upon what I consider a 
reasonable certainty that, with such brief delay granted, some 
millions of dollars of disputed indebtedness can and will, by 
prudent management on.the part of your Board of Finance, be 
entirely cancelled and extinguished, without the compromise of 
principle and without the payment of a dollar. 


For the verification of this belief, I must, asthe Chief Executive 
- of the State, and as a member of the Board, ask from you, in 
this regard, at least, a continuance of the confidence reposed. in 
me by the people, in my election to the position which I have 
the honor to hold. You will, as men of business, readily recog- 
nize the fact that premature publication of the details of business 
would often defeat the purposes aimed at. I ean only say (the 
newly elected Board of Finance not having yet had the oppor- 
tunity to meet for organization), that 1 enjoy, in this expression 
- of opinion, the concurrence of the two surviving members of the 
late Board, Hon. A. H. Garland and Hon. U. M. Rose, and that in 
due time it will be my privilege to communicate to the General 
Assembly the grounds, of our belief, and the result of negotia- 
tions. 


You have before you, নাল freely and frankly expressed, 
my views upon the question of present action relative to our 
finances—views deliberately adopted after as thorough study as I 
have been capable of giving to the whole subject, for the past 
two years. The principal question, of our duty and interest in 
the matter of ultimate settlement, however, l have, as before 
remarked, discussed only as incidental to the direct. purpose of 
this message,—that of deprecating hasty decision, and of en- 
deavoring to point out the advantages to be gained by deliberate 
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procedure, We have waited many years for a practical and | 
definitive solution of this great problem. In view of the con- 
siderations which I have presented, and ‘especially of that set 
forth last in order, we can surely wait a few months longer. No ` 
harm can possibly accrue. Great good may result. We find 
ourselves in the situation of an individual whose property has 
been destroyed by fire. The site of the edifice is covered with | 
the rubbish of our calamity. . If we are to rebuild, that rubbish 
must first be cleared away, systematically and in due order, and 
the ground smoothed and prepared for a new erection. Bank- 
rupted though we be, our neighbors know that we are bankrupt 
more through our misfortune than our error. If we recognize 
the obligations which the world regards as binding upon us, if 
we manifest a disposition to deal with all as justly as our condi- 
tion permits, to conceal nothing, to shirk nothing, to help our- 
selves, we shall have the charity of the world, its good opinion, 
and its assistance in restoring our fallen prosperity. If we shall 
take one false step, which, without actually benefitting ourselves, 
shall destroy’ the confidence of others, we may SE in this pu 
eration, be apis to retrieve ourselves. 


Nor would the consequences of inconsiderate action at this ` 

time, be merely general and prospective. It is idle to suppose 
that, commercial confidence in our good faith once weakened, we 
could for a day longer continue to obtain advances for the sup- 
port, from month to month, of the government of the State. I 
speak whereof I know. The causes which cut off credit in one 
region of the financial world, destroy it everywhere. Instead of 
‘being able gradually to absorb, or promptly to retire, our float- 
ing debt, we should be driven to the issue of additional scrip. 
Public officers might serve, and public employes might starve, 
upon the depreciated paper of the State; but our common schools 
must be closed, our University must languish, our benevolent 
institutions must practically suspend their work of mercy. 


: If I am mistaken in these conclusions, I am honestly mis- 
taken. loan only claim for myself that my sole intention is, to 


ER 


subserve, to the ‘best of my knowledge and ability, the true 
_ interests of the entire people of the State. I am sustained و‎ in my 
opinions, byfthe'offieially expressed views of the late Board of 
Finance, “attested by the signature of Messrs. Garland and Rose, 
as I; know that I was by those of its other member, the lament- 
ed Gordon N. Peay. The former, in their recent report, say : 


‘| “In regard to the settlement of the mass of the debt of the 
State, the Board, after the most thorough consideration that they 
have been competent to give to the subject, are of the opinion 
that no final action should be taken at this time. It admits of a . 
mathematical demonstration that the State is not in a condition’ 
to pay the interest on the nominal outstanding debt ; and no ered- 
itor, as far as the Board is advised, entertains any opinion differ- 
ent from that which is here expressed. As to what offer they 
will finally make, is unknown even to themselves, from the want 
of. due deliberation, and such consultation as could result in any 
concerted and definite offer.” | 

* In any event, the State must always be the final arbiter in the 
matter; and as no inferior tribunal can decide in the premises, the 
duty of making any final adjudication must devolve on the 
. Legislature as the supreme power of the State. ۱ 
` “As the subject must, then, come before a body that cannot 
elaim to be wholly impartial, we would recommend such an in- 
vestigation as should fitly stand in the place of a judicial inquiry, 
so that no one could say that he had been condemned unheard, in 
defiance of the principles of natural justice. We are convinced 
that by proceeding with circumspection, and giving to thé holders 
of the bonds of the State an opportunity of perceiving the whole 
situation, in all its details of calamity and hardship, by evincing 
a frank, fair, and manly purpose in every step, the public debt 
can be more satisfactorily settled for the people of the State, and 
the honor of the State more perfectly sustained, than by any 
hasty expedient which might suggest that the State precluded in- 
quiry because it might be productive of unfavorable results in 
some moral point of view." Y 


From these considerations, I respectfully and earnestly recom- 
mend to the General Assembly the adoption of legislation 
authorizing the State Board of Finance to investigate the subject 
of the bonded, and floating indebtedness of the State, to confer 
with the creditors of the State in relation to a settlement, and to: 
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report to the General Assembly, at the earliest practicable date, 
the result of their negotiations, with a view to the speedy dispo- 
sition of the entire question. ۱ 
ms W. R. MILLERB, 


| | Governor. 
Executive Office, February 13th, 1877. 
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